Getting in Ted’s space

I'm not Ted.

The distinguished Mr. Brown, who
has occupied this space for the past
five or six decades, is currently recov-
ering from surgery and is likely to be
absent from our newsroom for the
next 6-8 weeks.

So, in our erstwhile photographer’s
absence, I've opted to fill his slot since
the line of volunteers to do so is still
waiting to form.

While T have been mistaken for Ted
on several occasions while walking
through the mall (we both have grey
hair, wear glasses and have a prefer-
ence for facial fuzz) there are dis-
tinct differences you, the good reader,
should know about us.

Ted loves anything mechanical and
if it has horsepower (not the four-
legged kind) all the better.

The most complicated mechanical
thing I use is the electric can opener.

Ted loves his vehicles, especially
his “Little Red Rocket”— a red Ford
Probe. He washes it religiously and, I
believe, gets monthly Molly Maid ser-
vice for it.

For me, cars are simply a way to get
from Point A to Point B and if T re-
member how many doors my current
car has I consider it a bonus. Also,
odds are good you might find part of a
lunch from last September under the
front seat if you look hard enough.

Mr. B. has a spouse he dubs “The
Sidekick”.

I have my beloved “Wifey” of 29
years. (Please, no hate mail. If she can
live with nickname then you shouldn’t
raise a stink.)

Ted fixes things....constantly. He
builds sheep pens, tinkers with mo-
tors, does home repairs. Hell, give
him a hammer, a pair of pliers and
two nails and he’d likely build a space
shuttle.

I have a simple solution for home
repairs— the Yellow Pages.

Ted’s a gentleman farmer who
spends hours each week in the barn.

As a kid I used to play in my best
friend’s barn, get covered in hay and
pigeon poop and come down with
allergies so severe my mother often
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SAVE $700 per couple when you book an air inclusive tour
OR SAVE $450 per couple when you book a land only tour
Offer Expires April 29, 201 1

VIS'fON 2000

GROUPE VOYAGES « TRAVEL GROUP

CRUISES & VACATIONS

SPRING SAVINGS TO EUROPE

Country Roads

of Ireland
Departures available May | — Aug 28, 201 |
(other departures available at higher fares)

Land Only $2525 p.p.

Call for an Air quote (air fares vary based on departure date & availability)

Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000 vy

Fare is per person, in CAD, land only and based on double occupancy. New bookings only for tours 9 days or longer. $700 promo is a per couple discount or
$350 per person discount. $450 promo is a per couple discount or $225 per person discount. Applies to bookings made Mar 23 — Apr 29 201 | for tours
departing between Apr | to Dec 31, 201 |. Full payment required by Apr 29, 201 |. Offer may be withdrawn at any time & is subject to availability. Other
restrictions may apply. This offer is not combinable or valid with any Insight Vacations existing promotional offer.

ONLY 4-6 TREATMENTS NEEDED!

To free you from that unwanted hair.
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last. That was the extent of my farm
life.

Ted and I both love music... but
that’'s where the similarity ends. He
likes Jim Cuddy, Sarah MacLachlan,
Gordon Lightfoot, et al— you know,
the stuff that doubles as sleeping pills.

Give me Alice Cooper, Rush and
Green Day. If the music you listen to
can’t cause a nosebleed, I figure it’s
not worth listening to.

Ted’s no fan of squirrels, rabbits,
raccoons or other wild critters.

On the other hand, I spent the past
fall and winter hand-feeding Peter, a
wild rabbit who made nightly visits to
our front yard, and the trio of raccoons
who made their presence known for a
couple months. T won’t mention the
dozens of squirrels Wifey and I feed
daily nor Sam and Ethel, two mallard
ducks who have visited our neigh-
bourhood each spring for the past six
years. I did, however, draw the line at
feeding the coyote that showed up on
our front lawn in January.

Ted has Hamish, a border collie
who knows his place in the pecking
order in the Brown household.

I have Rusty, a floppy-eared schnoo-
dle who has made sure I know my
place in the household pecking order.

Despite being waaaaaaaaay older
than me, Ted has a steeltrap (or should
I say photographic?) memory, easily
recalling events of years, or even de- |
cades, past. —

Me? I have a hard time remember- Eate
ing even the most recent events...like,
why the hell isn’t Ted writing this?

—John McGhie can be reached at
jmcghie@independentfreepress.com
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RHINESTONE COWCIRL

A Tribute to Dolly Parton

72 Main St. S., Georgetown - 905-877-3201

Store Hours: Mon - Wed 10-6, Thurs - Fri 10 -8, Sat 10 - 5

Over 25 of Dolly’s biggest hits including

“9to 5", “Islands in the Stream”,
“Jolene” and so many more.
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