
OPINION
After yet another example of a senior offi cial not 

thinking before he spoke, we wonder if it’s time for 
some remedial sensitivity training at the Halton 
Catholic District School Board.

Last Tuesday, the board’s Superintendent of Busi-
ness Services and Treasurer Paul McMahon used 
the term “Indian giver” to describe the give-and-take 
funding practices of the Ministry of Education.

McMahon’s turn of phrase is especially offensive 
in light of the board’s current involvement in devel-
oping a voluntary aboriginal self-identifi cation pol-
icy intended to support aboriginal student achieve-
ment in Ontario.

The board is also about to fi nalize details of a 
new equity and inclusivity policy. It’s hard to take 
either of these efforts seriously when board offi cials 
aren’t practising what they preach.

Sadly, no one spoke up Tuesday night to challenge 
McMahon’s inappropriate word choice, to demand 
a retraction or to offer an immediate apology. Then 
again, given the board’s recent track record, perhaps 
we shouldn’t be surprised trustees and board staff 
sat in stunned silence.

Three months ago Halton Catholic board chair 
Alice Anne LeMay compared the board’s ban on 
gay-straight alliance groups (GSAs) to banning 
Nazi groups at Halton schools. The remark sparked 
widespread outrage, leaving board offi cials scram-
bling with excuses that the words were quoted out 
of context.

LeMay offered an apology only after the story 
had already made headlines and steadfastly refused 
to resign, a decision unanimously supported by her 
colleagues.

The unwillingness of anyone at the board to 
stand up Tuesday night and state categorically that 
statements like these simply aren’t acceptable in 
2011 is disturbing.

It concerns us that McMahon’s and LeMay’s poor 
choice of words could happen in such a short period 
of time. Shouldn’t a board-wide memo have been 
circulated after the fi rst incident?

In an ironic twist, the school board issued a re-
lease on Wednesday congratulating student winners 
of regional public speaking contests.

Perhaps these children could teach the grown-
ups that timeless lesson that goes— if you can’t say 
something nice, don’t say anything at all.
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Words hurt
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Letters to the editor

Dear editor,
I think David W. McNally’s 

March 22 letter (Water problem is 
Town’s main issue) demonstrates 
the right attitude toward develop-
ment in Georgetown: we should be 
more proactive and involved with 
plans for our future growth, rather 
than just defensive of an increasing 
urban boundary while others set 
the agenda.

But, in addition, maybe it is 
worth exploring ways in which de-
velopment can be seen as a positive 
thing rather than a bad thing by 
those who disagree with him.

I don’t blame anyone for assum-
ing that development will necessary 
be a bad thing— examples of it are 
everywhere in the GTA, and are es-
pecially evident in north Brampton.

But if development gave back 
to the people who  lived where it 
is scheduled to go in ways other 
than fi nancial ones— if it made the 
town more attractive, or made its 
inhabitants’ lives more convenient 
or fulfi lling— then perhaps there 
would not be so much opposition.

As it stands today, the default 

assumption that new development 
will be a net loss to those who 
already live here— that it will give 
back only monotonous sprawl, 
traffi c, and noise pollution, whose 
collective offensiveness is only 
somewhat offset by tax revenue 
and therefore lower taxes— is a 
reasonable one.

Georgetown’s downtown area is 
attractive and functional, and the 
plans for the land surrounding the 
GO station in Georgetown seem to 
be good ones. I hope that we are 
capable of more of the same as this 
town expands.

Matthew Buckley-Golder,
 Georgetown
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Have the local candidates’ 
efforts, so far, increased your 

interest in the federal 
election campaign?

• Yes (14%)

• No (86%)
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Development doesn’t
have to be a negative

Reader eager to vote
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Dear editor,
Re: Federal budget likely to spark 

May election, March 24.
Slick budget talk remains the 

opposite of the walk. The 40-year, 
two-party tradition of impoverish-
ment to make the few ultra-rich, 
massively richer, continues. 

The corporate/government take-
over of Canada continues to regu-
late, legislate and profi t from every 
facet of our lives, while “regulating” 
small businesses out of business, 
(not fair governance). 

Election? Yes, immediately. 
Wellington-Halton Hills MP 

Michael Chong claims that the 
“budget refl ects the input we re-
ceived from Canadians right across 
the country” yet addresses only 
crumbs, no cookies, and certainly 
not the full jar. 

By “input”, does he mean the 
enormous public opposition to 
draconian Bill C36? (passed)...or 
perhaps the currently ignored huge 
opposition to GMO-alfalfa, Fran-
ken-pigs and salmon? What about 
CODEX and all the other pro-cor-
poration international “obligations” 
we have been signed up for without 
our consent?

This is the budget “input from 
Canadians” the Conservatives 
heard: 

$1B subsidy— tar sands & oil 
development

$1B CEO tax breaks
$2B MORE military 
$4B/yr F35 fi ghter jets, increased 

jails, G8/G20 “security”
$11B corporate tax cuts                                         
“Respect” the last election? Not 

me. Walk the talk. I pray Canadians 
wake up and vote. The cookies need 
fair distribution among and for 
Canadians...you know, like in a real 
democracy. 

 Rob Glassford, Acton 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


