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KIDNEY

Kidney cancer occurs in
either of the two kidneys, which
are part of the urinary system.
The main function of the kidneys
is to filter water, impurities, and
wastes from the blood. There are
several types of kidney cancer,
the most common being renal cell
carcinoma.
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Leukemia 1is a cancer
that starts in the stem cells of
the bone marrow. Bone marrow,
which makes blood cells, is the
soft, spongy material that fills the
centre of most bones. Leukemia
develops when the blood stem
cells produce abnormal blood
cells. Over time, the leukemia
cells crowd out normal blood cells,
making it hard for the white blood
cells, red blood cells, and platelets
to do their jobs.
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LEUKEMIA

Primary liver cancer starts in
the cells, bile ducts, blood vessels,
or connective tissue of the liver.
It is uncommon and is different
from secondary liver cancer or
metastatic liver cancer, which
spread to the liver from other
parts of the body. Most primary
liver cancers begin in liver cells
called hepatocytes, and the most
common type is hepatocellular
carcinoma.
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PANCREATIC

The pancreas is a large gland
that lies behind the stomach, deep
inside the upper abdomen. The
pancreas is part of the digestive
system and is also part of the hor-
monal system, for which it makes
insulin and other hormones. Most
pancreatic cancers start in the
ducts that carry pancreatic juices.
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PROSTATE

The prostate is part of the
male reproductive system. This
gland’s main function is to make
seminal fluid, which mixes with
sperm from the testicles to make
semen. Prostate cancer is the most
common type found in men. It
usually grows slowly and can
often be cured or successfully
managed. Nevertheless, prostate
cancer is the third leading cause of
death by cancer in men.
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The most common types of
skin cancer are squamous cell
cancer and basal cell cancer. Both
are known as non-melanoma skin
cancer and can usually be treated
successfully.
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There are two main types of
lung cancer: small cell lung cancer
and non-small cell lung cancer,
which is the most common and
slower-growing type. Small cell
lung cancer grows quickly and
often spreads to distant parts of the
body. Lung cancer is the leading
cause of death by cancer in both
men and women.
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There are three main types of
ovarian cancer. For each type, the
cancer starts in a different type of
cell found in the ovaries:

« epithelial cell cancer starts in the
cells that cover the outer surface
of the ovary;

e germ cell tumours start in the
egg cells within the ovary and
generally occur in younger
women. Germ cell cancer can
even develop in children.

e Stromal tumours start in the
connective tissue cells that hold
the ovary together.
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STOMACH

Stomach cancers can start in
the lymphatic tissue (lymphoma),
in the stomach’s muscular tis-
sue (sarcoma), or in the tissues
that support the organs of the
digestive system (gastrointesti-
nal stromal tumours). They are
treated in different ways.
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TESTICULAR

More than 90 percent of tes-
ticular cancers start in germ cells,
which are the sperm-forming cells
within the testicles. Other types of
cancer can spread to the testicles,
at which point they are called
testicular metastasis. It is the most
common cancer to occur in young
men who are between 15 and 29
years old.
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