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the German Orient-Comité and the Berlin Museum.

The German expedition determined the city walls and
gates of Iron Age (about 3,000 years ago) Sam’al and
exposed several palaces and other large structures on the
eight-hectare upper mound. This mound is the remains
of the original Bronze Age (about 3,200-5,000 years ago)
settlement. It lies in the middle of the 40-hectare site and
rises 15 metres above the surrounding plain. Dozens of
sculpted stone pieces were recovered and are now in
museums in Istanbul and Berlin, including statues of lions
and sphinxes.

The focus of the modern dig is to learn more about the
society through detailed analysis of the finds, including
foundations, pottery, stone objects, lithics (stone spear-
points, blades etc), iron, brass, bones and seeds. The cur-
rent stage of the dig is the Iron Age, with the goal to reach
down to the Bronze Age palace that lies below.

In 2008, this dig produced one of the top 10 finds in the
world. An eighth century B.C. funerary marker, a stele,
was found. Its inscription clearly described how the soul
played an important role in these peoples’ afterlife, provid-
ing new insights into their lives.

My official title was assistant square supervisor (forget
the acronym, please). My square supervisor, as most of
the 15 or so supervisors were, was a 20-something stu-
dent of archaeology.

Let me talk a bit about this remarkable crew. They all
read and/or write dead languages. They are off the bright-
ness scale at whichever university they study, tend to be a
bit eccentric, and are delightful. These folks are focused,
driven and fun to be around. Over twice their age and
easily the oldest person working the dig, | never once felt
ageism— | was one of the crew, and accepted as such. In
addition, there was an array of very well-chosen support
staffers who were fantastic in working behind the scenes
to keep a really complicated operation running smoothly.
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Part 3: A day in the life of the dig

Back home in Canada, there are many mosques near
where | live and work. The daily calls to prayer occur at
home just as they occur in Turkey, with a major excep-
tion. Given that Turkey is 99 per cent Muslim, the calls to
prayer can be heard everywhere—including the first one
at 4 a.m. Welcome to the day! Even though the call was
sung in Turkish, we could have sworn that at the very end,
the imam sang, “Archaeologists get up!”

First breakfast was tea or coffee, tomato and cucumber,
fresh bread and jam. Loud rock music pounded on the
overtaxed speakers as the bus took us the three kilome-
tres to the dig. We would arrive as the sun rose over the
beautiful mountains in the east, meeting the local workers
who were already there.

Within 10 minutes, we were at work. Under the guid-
ance of the area supervisor, square supervisors would
have prepared what they wanted to focus on, and away
we went.

Local labourers tended to use the larger picks, and |
would work on finer details, except one day when we were
trying to get the guys to really dig hard at the walls to
make them vertical. It would have taken them weeks to do
the job at their pace.

Enter Don.

By this time, they respectfully called me “grandfather”
as | was two to three times their age. | picked up the large
pick and thrashed away at the wall— really hard and
deep— ripping out hunks of earth the size of footballs.
They watched me for about 30 seconds until the embar-
rassment factor kicked in. This old guy was showing them
up at what they could clearly do better. So they took the
pick from my hands, and we never had another problem
getting them to do the hard slugging. My hot tub back
home was calling my name that night!

A stone blank for one of the Zincirli lions, at the quarry at Yesemek. One wonders how these 10-ton
behemoths were transported 35 kilometres to Zincirli 3,000 years ago.
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Be a
Hometown
Tourist

APRIL
APRIL 10— MASS IN B MINOR - BACH; GEORGETOWN BACH CHORALE,
HOLY CROSS CHURCH, 224 MAPLE AVE.
APRIL 15-17, 20-23 — ENCHANTED APRIL; GEORGETOWN LITTLE THEATRE,

JOHN ELLIOTT THEATRE, 9 CHURCH ST.

MAY
MAY7-§ - CREDIT VALLEY ARTISANS SHOW & SALE, CEDARVALE PARK
MAY 20-22— HALTON HILLS FIREWORKS FESTIVAL,
GEORGETOWN FAIRGROUNDS
TBD - ACTON TRUCK SALE, THE OLDE HIDE HOUSE PARKING LOT

JUNE
TBD - GEORGETOWN FARMERS MARKET, DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN
JUNE 16 - ACTON FARMERS MARKET, DOWNTOWN ACTON
JUNE 11 - GEORGETOWN HIGHLAND GAMES, GEORGETOWN FAIRGROUNDS
JUNE 17-19 - BIG DADDY FESTIVAL, VARIOUS LOCATIONS
JUNE 19 - CLASSICS AGAINST CANCER, CEDERVALE PARK
JUNE 18-19 - FESTIVAL ON MAIN, DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN

JULY
JULY 1- CANADA DAY CELEBRATIONS;
GLEN WILLIAMS & PROSPECT PARK (ACTON)

|rq HALTON HILLS

For details on these events or for a complimentary
Halton Hills Visitors Guide call
905-877-7119 or visit www.haltonhillschamber.on.ca

Tourism Information Centers
are located at:
Halton Hills Chamber of Commerce, 328
Guelph Street, Georgetown or MacMillan's
Frozen Foods, Highway 7, west of Acton
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HALTON HILLS Yours Toeover

Working Together Working for You!

@
rd

AutoGlass-

rearune FIQNV/LISS,

'WINDSHIELD REPAIR

354 Guelph St.,
Georgetown
905-873-1655

supporting local businesses, charities
and events for over 20 years

SIDEROADS OF HALTON HILLS

Many people can apply their make up, but few can do it well. Christine Conte’s experience
Christine is an award winning professional hair and makeup arts of 15 years.

* In-home bridal * Prom/Grad * Special Events * Teen and adult personal makeup lessons
* Corporate head shots for website advertising * Real Estate Professionals

www.christineconte.com

and industry knowledge will help you to look gorgeous for any occasion.

She provides services including:

Book before July 1st, 2011 and receive $10 off hair and
makeup application or makeup lessons

info@christineconte.com

905-873-8944
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