
The Town’s first female councillor, 
Anne Currie, has died at 90
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Spring is coming and it will soon be 
time to hit the garden
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The owners of a Georgetown bakery 
have had to lay off several employees be-
cause a provincial regulation they hadn’t 
heard about requires them to do extensive 
costly renovations or stop wholesaling their 
meat pies.

The renovations could cost at least 
$50,000— money Miller’s Scottish Bakery 
doesn’t have—  so, for now, they’ve had 
to stop wholesaling the pies and cut back 
staff.

The Guelph St. bakery has been making 
and selling the popular meat pies for more 
than 20 years— selling them retail in the 
shop and wholesale to customers.

But in December the bakery’s owners— 
Phil and Wendy Miller— had a visit from 
an Ontario Ministry of Food and Rural Af-
fairs (OMAFRA) enforcement offi cer who 
said he had received a complaint about the 
bakery wholesaling meat pies.

Phil Miller said they told him they have 
been selling the pies, both wholesale and 
retail, for several years and had the green 
light from the Public Health department to 
do so.

But Miller said the OMAFRA enforce-
ment offi cer told him there was a meat reg-
ulation under the Food Safety and Quality 
Act in place that applied to them.

Under that regulation (implemented in 

2008), due to the fact they wholesale some 
meat pies, the bakery is deemed a free 
standing meat plant, which is just mind-
boggling to the owners, who had never 
heard of the regulation.

Miller said he’s also baffl ed that they 
can’t continue to wholesale their Scotch 
meat pies without the renovations, but they 
can sell them retail from the bakery.

Their wholesale trade is about 25 per 
cent of their less than a 1,000 a week meat 
pie business, money they use to “top up our 
sales.”

“It’s the difference of paying a bill or 
not,” said Miller.

So without that business, they had to lay 
off eight part-time workers, but they have 
been able to bring two of them back.

“When they (government inspectors) 
suddenly walk in through your door and 
cut off part of your business....it’s like 
drowning, you don’t drown a little bit,” said 
Miller, who is frustrated by the situation 
and has contacted the Ontario ombudsman 
for help.

He doesn’t understand how the bakery 

Provincial regulation forces bakery layoffs

By LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer

Shop is considered
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selling pies wholesale
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Phil Miller of Miller’s Scottish Bakery on Guelph Street 
in Georgetown is not happy with a provincial regula-
tion that considers his bakery a meat plant because 
he sells meat pies wholesale.         
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See BAKERY, pg. 4
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