
Ind
ep

end
ent &

 Free P
ress, Thursd

ay, M
arch 3, 2011

7

FREE MEAT PIEFREE MEAT PIE

www.millersscottishbakery.goldbook.camillersscmillerssc

We are sure you’ll 
love them!

• Meat Pies • Scottish Meats • Pastries• Meat Pies • Scottish Meats • Pastries

• British Sweets, Chocolate & Groceries• British Sweets, Chocolate & Groceries

• Try our new “OLD RECIPE” Bread• Try our new “OLD RECIPE” Bread

Meat pies made the old fashioned way.

THIS SATURDAY ONLY we are giving away a meat pie to ourTHIS SATURDAY ONLY we are giving away a meat pie to our

fi rst 25 customers who mention this ad between 9:30 am - 5 pm.fi rst 25 customers who mention this ad between 9:30 am - 5 pm.

Miller’s Scottish Bakery
330 Guelph St., Georgetown

(opposite Canadian Tire)

Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.v is ion2000trave l .com

Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000

April 10, 2011 Pacific Escape 
Los Angeles to Vancouver
7 Days onboard the Crystal Symphony

Deluxe stateroom 

$2,695 p.p. + $275 taxes
 
April 17, 2011 Coastal Exploration 
Vancouver to Los Angeles
7 Days onboard the Crystal Symphony

Deluxe stateroom 

$2,695 p.p. + $275 taxes
 

Exclusive Offers
· Free Air (select gateways)
· $500 p.p. “All-Inclusive. As You Wish”
  Spending Credits
· Complimentary Pre-paid Gratuities
· Onboard Host & festive reception

Discover the Treasures of the Pacific Coast

Are you new to Crystal?  
Ask about how you can 

save an additional $250 p.p.

Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy and do not include port, security and handling charges of $275. Economy Class
air is included for categories CP-E. Air add-ons for other gateways are available from Crystal Cruises' designated gateway cities. All offers 
may not be combinablewith other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to 
availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Offer is subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time.
Other conditions may apply.

2011 GBA
Registration
NOW OPEN

This year registration will
take place online only at:
www.georgetownbaseball.ca

For further information contact
the offi ce 905-877-3748

A ‘wolf’ at the door?
You know, living out in the rural 

areas has its advantages, with the soli-
tude, and the closeness to nature.

But there is a down side to that 
‘closeness’ as well.

Almost every night, that silence is 
broken by howling, often waking me 
from a good night’s sleep.

And it ain’t The Sidekick howling— 
it’s coyotes.

In spite of the fact experts tell me 
there are none in this area, I’m certain 
some are actually brush wolves, by 
their size alone.

The Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) has recently issued a release 
saying coyotes in the area have become 
increasingly brave, and are less and 
less intimidated by humans or dogs.

And I can believe it.
There was a time we’d hear coyotes 

at the back of the farm, yipping and 
howling while chasing a rabbit. Actu-
ally, I use to enjoy that solitary howling 
of a coyote. But that appeal is quickly 
diminishing.

They’re so brazen. After a fresh snow-
fall, I fi nd their tracks right around the 
farmhouse, and see evidence of them 
sniffi ng and pawing at the barn doors.

They are attracted to the sheep, and 
probably can hear or smell them inside 
the barn. But they’ve never been this 
close before.

Hamish, our border ollie, has mo-
ments when he growls as he’s snooz-
ing in the house with us. When The 
Sidekick and I walk him to the barn at 
night, we always make sure we keep 
our eyes open while making that trek.

Hamish does his bit, marking every 
tree between the house and the barn. 
Apparently male dog urine is one way 
of discouraging coyotes from coming 
too close to the buildings. They smell 
the presence of a dog and are wary of 
the area.

But I think Hamish would undergo 
total dehydration before he’d mark 
enough trees to keep these coyotes at 
bay.

At Brown Farm, we are fortunate. 
The sheep are housed inside, and the 
barn is secure, so the sheep and lambs 

are safe from them— for now.
But other farmers haven’t been so 

lucky.
I’ve heard of coyotes taking down 

a beef calf or killing lambs with ease. 
Even farmers with guard animals 
(dogs, donkeys or llamas) have had 
losses from coyotes.

They’re wily animals— part of the 
pack will distract the guard animals 
while another two or three attack from 
another angle.

Personally, we’ve only lost a few barn 
cats, so I can’t complain too much. But 
I never let my guard down. 

So what is the answer?
In town, the MNR suggests fencing 

back yards, keeping garbage in secure 
containers and not feeding or trying to 
tame a coyote.

Personally I don’t see any of those 
suggestions as solutions. It’s simply a 
politically correct way of comment-
ing on a problem, with questionable 
results. Some northern Ontario mu-
nicipalities take a harder line, offering 
bounties on wolves and coyotes to re-
duce their numbers.

Animal rights activists are quick to 
throw up their hands in horror, but I’m 
sure most of them have never seen a 
lamb or calf carcass which has been 
torn to bits by a pack of coyotes, not to 
mention considering the fi nancial loss 
to the farmer.

So be forewarned. If you have a lit-
tle dog or a house cat, keep a constant 
vigil when they go outside to do their 
‘business’.

’Cuz if you don’t, chances are there 
might be a ‘wolf’ at your door, instead 
of your pet.

Ted
Brown
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