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Clean Diesel

The All-New 2011 Jetta

$189/month
for 48 months 3.9% APR*

at
Lease the 2011 Jetta Trendline+, with Air Conditioning from

Georgetown
Volkswagen

Service

Up to $750 Rebate**
for qualified college
& university grads.

No-charge Roadside Assistance‡

4-year, unlimited mileage
24 hours, 365 days a year

4-year/80,000 km†

new vehicle limited warranty

Georgetown Volkswagen 203 Guelph St.
905.877.5285

*Limited time lease offer available through Volkswagen Finance on approved credit, based on a new and unregistered 2011 Jetta Sedan 2.0L Trendline+ base model with 5-spd man. trans. $1,365 freight and PDI included in monthly payment. 48-month term. $1,149 down
payment or equivalent trade-in, $250 security deposit, $100 air conditioning levy, $29 EHF (tires), $5 OMVIC fee and $195 dealer administrative fee and first monthly payment due at lease inception. License, insurance, registration, options and other applicable taxes are
extra. Total lease obligation $10,221. 64,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. Offer ends February 28, 2011, and is subject to change or cancellation without notice. 2011 Jetta Comfortline 2.0L as shown is $24,947. Model may not be exactly as
shown. †Whichever occurs first. **Up to $750 rebate for recent college or university graduates. ‡Roadside Assistance is provided by Professional Dispatch Group. Certain conditions apply. Visit Georgetown Volkswagen for full details, great coffee and lots of fun.
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Trendline+in stock.

The revised policy recommends the formation of 
a student support and discussion group called Safe-
ty, Inclusivity, Diversity, Equity (SIDE) Spaces.

Maria said this would be too generic in nature 
to help gay or lesbian students within the Halton 
Catholic board.

Rowe said the policy supported by the board “has 
the SIDE program as the vehicle to achieve a forum 
to discuss and address student concerns.”

“’It will replace groups that already exist in high 
schools across the board and are currently working 
very well,” said Rowe.

According to background information provided 
to the board, SIDE Spaces would enable students 
“to access peer support without the danger or threat 
of non-acceptance in order to work together to make 
their schools more welcoming for all members of 
school communities regardless of race, origin, sexu-
al orientation or ability.”

After the board meeting, Marai said he wants 
to see the opportunity for stand-alone GSAs to be 
formed at Halton Catholic board schools for stu-
dents who want them.

“I appreciate the work done on it (policy), but I 
think SIDE.Spaces has sidestepped the issue. If stu-
dents want that, good for them. We are not going 
far enough with SIDE Spaces; if students want GSA 
clubs, they should have them.

“We’re saying to LGBT (lesbian/gay/bisexual/
transsexual) students you can’t be visible (within 
the support group) if you’re gay.

“My fear is that we have changed the debate,” 
said Marai, believing the new policy will essentially 

result in a banning of GSAs and the word gay.
“I don’t think it sends the right message (to stu-

dents). I don’t think we should put a negative con-
notation on it.”

Superintendent of education Mary Tessari said 
the board is trying to cater to a variety of students 
in need of support.

“We really feel that the concept of SIDE Spaces is 
a much more inclusive format,” said Tessari.

Students who are gay may have feelings of isola-
tion or be bullied, but there may be other non-gay 
students with similar feelings and experiences, said 
Tessari, adding that to cater to only one type of stu-
dent in a school-based support group would not be 
as inclusive as it should be.

Tessari does not agree with Marai’s contention 
that schools should have GSAs since separate inter-
est groups already exist within schools.

“Multicultural groups, drama (club), the swim 
team, those types of things will go on. That is a to-
tally separate thing. They have an entirely different 
purpose.

“SIDE Spaces are for any student who feels they 
are not accepted,” added Tessari.

The revised interim equity policy now goes to 
community stakeholders such as parents, school 
principals, the Catholic Parent Advisory Commit-
tee, school council chairs and church parish pastors 
for input over the next three weeks.

The compiled remarks should go back to the 
board’s policy committee on March 9 with a pos-
sibly further revised equity and inclusivity policy 
potentially going back to trustees for a vote on the 
second and maybe third and fi nal reading at the 
March 22 board meeting.

Rowe backs new equity policy
Continued from pg. 1

A Georgetown man is facing 
charges following a collision on 
Mountainview Rd. at River Dr. 
about 7:20 p.m. Friday.

Halton Police say a vehicle 
stopped at the intersection for 
a red light was rear-ended by 
a man driving a pickup truck. 
There was a brief discussion be-
tween those involved, then po-
lice say the driver of the truck 
left the scene. No one was in-
jured.

Police located the truck and 
driver about 8:10 p.m. 

Charged with impaired driv-
ing, having over 80 mg of alco-
hol in 100 ml of blood, and fail 

to remain at the scene of an ac-
cident is Barry Agnew, 51. 

• • •
A 14-year-old boy suffered 

a broken leg when he lost con-
trol of his snowmobile at Blue 
Springs Golf Club Friday eve-
ning and crashed into a tree. 

The accident occurred about 
6:40 p.m. Halton Hills fi refi ght-
ers in their trucks or paramed-
ics in the ambulance could not 
reach the boy due to the deep 
snow, so they went to him with 
their equipment on snowmo-
biles. Firefi ghters helped EMS 
personnel transport the youth 
back to the waiting ambulance.

Shinny-nanigans
Ashton Sicard, 11, (left)  gets a pass from dad Daniel as 11-year-old 
Robert Park defends the net during a game of shinny at the George 
Kennedy Public School outdoor rink Saturday. Rising temperatures late 
this week may put future games on hold.      Photo by Jon Borgstrom

Police/fi re blotter: Driver charged
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