Provincial Progressive Conservative health critic Christine Elliott, (second from left) toured
Georgetown Hospital Monday to discuss funding needs for the hospital’s planned reno-
vation. Also taking part in the tour were from left, John Oliver, President & CEO Halton
Healthcare Services, Elliott, John Duncan, forrmer Halton Hills councillor, Ted Arnott,
MPP Wellington-Halton Hills and Cindy McDonell, Chief Operating Officer, Georgetown

Hospital.
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Hospital ‘absolutely’ needs CT scanner,
says Conservative health critic Elliott

By LISATALLYN
Staff Writer

Both Ontario PC Party Deputy Lead-
er and Critic to the Minister of Health
Christine Elliott and local MPP Ted Ar-
nott intend to push for provincial fund-
ing for Georgetown Hospital.

Elliott, MPP for Whitby-Oshawa, and
Arnott were in town Monday to discuss
funding needs for the hospitals $12.1
million renovation/expansion.

They met with Halton Hills Mayor
Rick Bonnette and officials from the
hospital where they toured the facility
and learned more about the need to ex-
pand the ER and provide a space for a
CT scanner.

The hospital has asked the Town of
Halton Hills to provide $4.5 million to
help fund the project. But the Town
hasn'’t said yet if it will provide the mon-
ey.

“There is absolutely a need for a CT
scanner,” said Elliott. “I would venture
to say this is one of very few hospitals of
this size that does not have one.”

She stressed a CT scanner is consid-
ered “basic diagnostic equipment.”

Elliott said there was also a real need
to expand the ER as the number of
people using it “has doubled in the last
number of years.”

She said Arnott brought forward a
Private Member's Resolution in the fall
highlighting the issues facing George-
town Hospital, but unfortunately the
government voted it down.

“But that doesnt mean we're going
to stop doing that advocacy because it’s
obviously necessary for the hospital to
continue to function efficiently. We're
going to continue to press the Minister
of Health and McGuinty government to
make this happen,” said Elliott.

Arnott said with the election cam-
paign set for Oct. 6, “there is a chance
that the government will decide to set
aside additional funds for hospital proj-
ects like ours.”

“My approach has always been non-
partisan from the beginning— to the
try to work with the government, work
with the minister to advance our issues
in ways that will lead to a positive con-
clusion.”

Arnott intends to raise the issue when
the legislature resumes this month.
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HEARING SCIENCES

Audiology and Hearing Aid Centre
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There is a transformation that takes place
when people are fit with hearing aids. With-
drawn people become a little more outgo-
ing and socialize more. Quiet people start
to talk more because they are confident
that they will hear the responses to their
questions. Loud people start to talk more
softly and listen more. People recover their
sense of humour and start to make jokes.
People that were judged as aloof become
friendlier when they hear people greeting
them. Most people would rather not talk
than answer incorrectly and be perceived
as unintelligent. Hearing aids change all
that. Take the first step to a personality
make-over and book a hearing test.
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