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9Okay, lets get our priorities in order. 
If my kid can’t skate in town at a time 
that is convenient for me, it’s not going 
to cost him his life. 

If, on the other hand, he requires an 
emergency CT scan, and is unable to 
receive one because our hospital hasn’t 
got the facilities, that could defi nitely 
cost him his life. 

Which is really more important?
Pat Akey, Georgetown

• • •
I am writing to express my total dis-

agreement with the tone and content of 
your article. 

I know you long for the simpler days 
when Halton Hills was a mainly farm-
ing community and you could drive 
your tractor everywhere, but the reality 
is it has grown into an urban centre 
and Halton Hills council’s lack of urban 
planning has resulted in a lack of recre-
ation facilities in town. 

The examples of money being spent 
on hockey training out of town are but 
examples of the revenue that is bleeding 
from our municipality due to a lack of 
facilities. Arenas as opposed to librar-
ies are revenue generators. If managed 
properly, a majority of the money spent 
can be recovered through revenue 
generated by facility rentals down the 
road, offsetting the costs of the monies 
borrowed to pay for them. Libraries are 
a dying institution. 

We have one of the highest rates of 
participation in minor hockey per 1,000 
residents in Ontario yet we have the 
smallest number of facilities as com-
pared to municipalities of similar size. 

The Georgetown and Acton Minor 
Hockey Associations have pledged to 
merge and assist in fundraising much 
like the Georgetown Soccer Association 
did for the Field of Dreams project at 
GDHS. They have agreed to pay higher 
rental fees for more ice time than is 
available now.

Steven Buckingham, Georgetown
• • •

In the current debate as to funding 
requirements for the hospital expan-
sion, hockey rinks, library, etc, only 
tax payers and governments have been 
cited as fund providers. What about 
developers? 

The growth in people and houses 
in Georgetown has been exponential 
in the 30 years that I have lived here, 
leading to ever-increasing congestion 
on the roads and town facilities unable 
to cope with increased demands. Since 
the developers are part of the problem 
shouldn’t they be part of the solution? 

As a senior with a hockey playing 
grandson I have interests in both cur-
rent issues.

Whilst I know that development 
charges are paid to the Town by devel-
opers, perhaps they are nowhere near 
suffi cient to offset the problems caused 
by them in the fi rst place.

I might have a different opinion of 
developers were I to walk into either a 
new wing of the hospital, or a hockey 
arena with their name above the door. 
Come on guys, step up to the plate.

Bill Shuttleworth, Georgetown

• • •
The $4.5 million requested from our 

council (i.e. the property taxpayers of 
Halton Hills) for the Georgetown Hospi-
tal will benefi t more people when their 
need is greatest than a fi ve-fold bigger 
expenditure on new ice pads.

It should be noted, however, that the 
provision of health services is a provin-
cial responsibility and that Ontario tax-
payers are already assessed an Ontario 
Health Premium on top of their income 
tax.

The electorate of Halton Hills should 
bear this in mind when it comes to vot-
ing at the next provincial election and, 
perhaps, urge their representatives to 
seek the redirection of the proceeds of 
the Ontario Health Premium, collected 
from Halton Hills taxpayers, towards 
the needs of Georgetown Hospital.

K.R. Borkowski, Acton
• • •

As a senior we need essential services 
fi rst, our hospital is getting overloaded 
from Brampton due to their wait time 
which is putting a strain on our hospital 
and staff. 

Our taxes are already too high and 
we do not need an increase in taxes for 
“non-essential services” to support a 
minority group of skaters. 

Ken Wood, Speyside
• • •

While I agree we would like to have 
adequate facilities to have all of our 
children to play and practice their sport 
in our own community, we have to 
make tough choices.

 Having 8 per cent of the population 
dictate where we need to place our tax 
dollars is setting a dangerous precedent 
for our elected offi cials.

I think if council looks at this argu-
ment logically they will see that 92 per 
cent of the taxpayers need to be heard.

  Catherine Brown, Georgetown

• • •
I couldn’t have said it better myself. 

It’s even more annoying, living at a rural 
address, and paying to take my gar-
bage to the dump and paying for septic 
pumping, to see “townies” screaming 
for more arenas. 

I have nothing against hockey or 
kids, but I’m tired of hearing that 
hockey is a prerequisite for being Cana-
dian. Bully for you for saying what most 
people are thinking. Our mill rate has 
gone up every year for the 15  years that 
we’ve lived in Halton Hills and, apart 
from recyclable collection, services 
haven’t improved one iota. 

I, for one, will be writing my council-
lor to complain, bitterly.

Linda Webster, Speyside
• • •

Well done, that’s what I love about 
you and your column— you say it as it 
is. You are always bang on the money. 

Dave Mason, Georgetown
• • •

Having read your excellent article 
“Speaking for the silent majority” I took 
your challenge to heart. Below is (part 
of) the e-mail sent to my two council-
lors for Ward 4: 

First, I would commend you and 
the other elected councillors for step-
ping back and having second thoughts 
regarding the expenditure of $25 mil-
lion for three new ice surfaces. That, in 
itself, is showing responsibility to the 
taxpayers of Georgetown.

The obvious priority for ALL in our 
town is the hospital’s request. Not only 
is it one-sixth the amount of money (for 
arenas) but it benefi ts every citizen. 

I know that council does NOT have 
a diffi cult decision to make. It is very 
obvious where the priority lies even 
though some will not agree.

Loison M. Helmer, Georgetown

• • •
We never miss your articles, and 

truly enjoy them but this last one got 
our attention, and we agree 100% with 
you.

Since reading your article Jim has 
contacted his councillor and been to the 
municipal offi ce. Thanks for getting us 
moving.  

Jim & Kay Bailey, Georgetown
• • •

As a parent with teenagers who have 
been actively involved in sports since 
they were old enough to participate, I 
agree with ensuring we have active chil-
dren. What I don’t agree with is having 
my taxes increase to pay for a facility 
that they would rarely use.  

Since I am not a hockey or fi gure 
skating parent (yes, there are other 
sports being played in Acton), I feel that 
my taxes should actually go towards 
government infrastructure.  

This decision should be based on 
what is the best for Halton Hills, not 
what is best for the hockey players.

Please don’t get me wrong— I sup-
port that parents involve their children 
in hockey.  It’s just that I don’t want my 
tax dollars going to something that my 
family does not utilize.

J. Gies, Acton 
• • •

You make some very good points.  In 
my view there is more ammunition for 
you in Eamonn Maher’s Jan. 27 article 
(Merger in jeopardy without arenas, say 
hockey execs).  

There Carson Mininch is credited 
with stating the Georgetown and Acton 
minor hockey groups will not be able 
to merge and work together without 
new arenas and a $25 million taxpayer 
investment. I have to wonder why 35+ 
years after amalgamation of the mu-
nicipality, these two groups are still not 
working together as one group address-
ing minor hockey needs. I have to won-
der why they would be able to merge 
and work together on seven ice surfaces 
but cannot with four.  

Most of all I have to wonder why 
they would think the people of Halton 
Hills would want to invest another $25 
million in a group that already has ac-
cess to several millions of dollars worth 
of taxpayer assets and seemingly cannot 
(amalgamate) work together to opti-
mize those assets.

Bob Meads, Georgetown
• • •

I must take issue with Ted Brown’s 
column. For a start, his 8 per cent is a 
“political statistic” to try and show that 
92 per cent are against the proposal. 
This 92 per cent obviously includes the 
player’s family. This 8 per cent should 
realistically be 3 or 4 times that size. He 
has also left out fi gure skaters and rec-
reational skaters so his number is quite 
meaningless.

When I fi rst came to Georgetown 40 
years ago... all these facilities were built 
and paid for by the Town and its resi-
dents. Should I now stand up and say, 
“No” I don’t want to pay for facilities for 
the next generation?

Is this just a bedroom community 
where you work and play elsewhere or 
is it a place where you and your family 
can fi nd the things that you would like 
to do or need? 

J.M. Graham-Smith, Georgetown

A proposal is before Halton Hills council to add two more ice pads to the Mold-Masters 
SportsPlex (above) and another to Acton Arena. To do so, however, the Town will  have 
to go into debt to the tune of $25 million.                                                   File photo

Web Poll
A current funding plan would see the Town of Halton Hills 
go $25 million in debt to fi nance the construction of three 

new ice surfaces. As a Halton Hills taxpayer do you 
support this spending plan?

Vote online at:

www.independentfreepress.com



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


