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Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000

Book by March 31, 2011 and enjoy 
- 2 for 1 Cruise Fares or Early Booking Savings
- FREE Airfare
- Pre-Paid Gratuities
- $100 Shipboard Credit per stateroom
- $100 Canyon Ranch SpaClub Credit per stateroom
- $100 Shore Excursion Credit per stateroom
- Welcome Bottle of Champagne
 

14 day Rome to Athens 
June 13, 2011 onboard the Nautica 
Inside stateroom - US$4,999 p.p. + $198 transfers  

12 day  Rome to Venice
August 26, 2011 onboard the Marina 
Balcony stateroom - US$5,899 p.p. + $248 transfers  

10 day Venice to Rome 
November 12, 2011 onboard the Insignia
Inside stateroom - US$2,999 p.p. + $248 transfers
 
Fares include air from Montreal, Toronto or Vancouver
Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways at 
an additional charge 
Other departure dates available - Call for more details

TAKE THE CRUISE OF A LIFETIME

These Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonuses
 represent up to $1,000 in additional value 
for you to enjoy on these selected sail dates

Special Offer or 2 for 1 Fares are per guest based on double occupancy on select sailings, discount included in fares. Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonuses may be 
withdrawn without prior notice. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Valid on 
new bookings only made booked between January 1 – March 31, 2011. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply. Fares are subject to availability, may not be 
combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Free Airfare promotion applies to economy,
round-trip flights only from select Oceania Cruises U.S. & Canadian gateways and does not include ground transfers. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
Complete. Ships' Registry: Marshall Islands.

ATHLETES of the week

Julie Holms Ethan SpenceAnthony Pinto Da CostaKrista Evans

Acton High School Christ the King G.D.H.S

SPORTS  EXCHANGE
Georgetown’s Source for NEW and USED Sports Equipment!

Trade-Ins AcceptedTrade-Ins Accepted

MOORE PARK PLAZA  905-873-0176
68 Main St. N. (Hwy. 7)

GeorgetownNOW IN STOCK
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Acton High School Athletes of the Week are Julie Holms and 
Krista Evans. Both are members of the Bearcats’ junior volleyball 
team, and were chosen for their game against Pearson. Holms, 
playing middle, was selected for her good hits and serves while 
Evans, playing power, was cited for her good serving and team 
leadership.
Christ the King Catholic High School Athletes of the Week 
are Anthony Pinto Da Costa and Ethan Spence. Spence, a forward 
on the Jaguars’ senior hockey team, was chosen for his dedica-
tion and team leadership over the season. Pinto Da Costa, a point 
guard on the Jag’s junior basketball team, was selected for scoring 
12 points in a 47-42 win over Oakville-Trafalgar.

REMAX REAL ESTATE CENTRE INC.  905-877-5211  
DIRECT: 905-702-4426

DOUG  MEAL
GIVE ME A CALL AND WE’LL CHAT

Sales Representative

Ted
Brown

It’s still ‘needs’ vs. ‘wants’
Well, it’s been quite a week.
Last weekend, representing the ‘silent 

majority’ I said I didn’t support the Town 
of Halton Hills going $29 million in  debt 
for three new arena ice surfaces.

Apparently I’m not alone— the silent 
majority ain’t so silent this past week.

To date, I have 24 ‘arena’ emails, and 
with the exception of one, all were in 
agreement with me.

The managing editor has also received 
a number of emails and one letter on the 
same topic.

In addition, I’ve had several calls in 
support and numerous people on the 
street approached to say they were in total 
agreement with what I wrote last week.

Of those who agreed to have their 
emails/letters published as letters to the 
editor, 25 were against the Town going 
into debt for arenas, and only four in fa-
vour.

When I wrote last week’s column, I 
wasn’t sure how strongly the silent ma-
jority felt about higher taxes and staying 
out of debt. For a columnist, it’s always a 
test to see if one’s gut feeling is on track 
or not.

But when I see the response from read-
ers this week, I know I’m on track.

The majority of Halton Hills’ residents 
do not want to go into debt to fund are-
nas.

So where do we go from there?
As I’ve told several people, I’m not 

against hockey, just against unnecessary 
debt. I realize the hockey organizations in 
town do need more ice time, and more ice 
pads. 

But common sense must enter into the 
equation. Going into debt is a longtime 
commitment— we don’t want to paint 
ourselves into a corner and be burdened 
with debt that could compromise other 
projects fi ve, 10 or even 15 years down the 
road.

Can we make do with one or two ice 
surfaces? Some hockey executive mem-
bers told me two would probably be 
enough. 

So it’s still ‘needs’ versus ‘wants’ issue.
Neighbouring communities like Milton 

will have additional ice surfaces available 
next year— could they be utilized in the 
interim? After all, Milton is only 20 min-
utes away.

From all of this debate, I do hope Hal-
ton Hills council takes the voice of the 
silent majority seriously— council must 
realize the silent majority is comprised 
of those who are the most settled in our 
community, and less likely to relocate- 
translation, they are voters.

They won’t soon forget, especially when 

reminded by their tax bill every year.
On another note, as the ‘yea’ and 

‘nay’ comments came in, I saw a pattern 
emerge. 

Those opposing my opinion felt obliged 
to attack me personally— not debate the 
issues here. And some of the ‘attacks’ were 
almost comical.

One fellow wrote I obviously yearned 
for the ‘old days, when Georgetown was a 
farming community and I could drive my 
tractor to town.’

Now for the life of me, I can’t ever recall 
saying that in any column, or, worse still, 
recall ever driving my tractor to town. 

Besides, how is that relevant?
Another said I obviously had no chil-

dren, or at least, if I did, they never took 
part in local sports.

Oops, wrong again- for more than 20 
years, my kids have all played local sports, 
competing all over Ontario. In addition, 
I was an assistant coach of a rep fastball 
team that won three major champion-
ships over a nine-year period.

Even now, as adults, my kids are all still 
playing local sports, on various teams.

Another critic told me ‘Arenas are rev-
enue generators. If managed properly, a 
majority of the money spent can be recov-
ered through revenue generated by facil-
ity rentals, offsetting the costs of the mon-
ies borrowed to pay for them.’

Yeah, right— and how many entrepre-
neurs from the private sector are lining up 
to build arenas in Halton Hills, since they 
can make soooo much money from them?  
So far, none.

The wildest response came from a 
phone call to my editor. The caller took 
exception that I was ‘allowed’ to write 
about this issue. He felt I shouldn’t voice 
my opinion— I might ‘sway some people’ 
with my comments.

For that one, I must respond. 
In cemeteries all over Europe and 

Canada, veterans of both world wars lay 
at rest.

They fought for our freedom.
And, in case you didn’t notice, that in-

cludes ‘freedom of speech’.

For responses to last week’s 
column see pages 8 and 9
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