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Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000

Book by March 31, 2011 and enjoy 
- 2 for 1 Cruise Fares or Early Booking Savings
- FREE Airfare
- Pre-Paid Gratuities
- $100 Shipboard Credit per stateroom
- $100 Canyon Ranch SpaClub Credit per stateroom
- $100 Shore Excursion Credit per stateroom
- Welcome Bottle of Champagne 
10-Day Rome to Venice
April 26, 2011 onboard Marina
Balcony stateroom - US $4,699 p.p. + $248 transfers
 
18-Day Copenhagen to London
June 23, 2011 onboard Insignia
Inside stateroom - US $6,199 p.p. + $228 transfers

14-Day Istanbul to Barcelona 
October 1, 2011 onboard Marina
Inside stateroom - US $4,999 p.p. + $148 transfers

12-Day Rome to Istanbul
October 21, 2011 onboard Nautica
Inside stateroom - US $4,299 p.p. + $198 transfers
 
Fares include air from Montreal, Toronto or Vancouver
Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways at 
an additional charge
 
Other departure dates available - Call for more details

TAKE THE CRUISE OF A LIFETIME

These Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonuses
 represent up to $1,000 in additional value 
for you to enjoy on these selected sail dates

Special Offer or 2 for 1 Fares are per guest based on double occupancy on select sailings, discount included in fares. Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonuses may be 
withdrawn without prior notice. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Valid on 
new bookings only made booked between January 1 – March 31, 2011. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply. Fares are subject to availability, may not be 
combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Free Airfare promotion applies to economy,
round-trip flights only from select Oceania Cruises U.S. & Canadian gateways and does not include ground transfers. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
Complete. Ships' Registry: Marshall Islands.

“Spaces live. Let me help you
live well in yours.”

Catherine Brazeau, Interior style consultant
905.877.0296  www.haughtonbrazeau.com

Complete renovation management, colour harmonizing, furniture & accessories
selection, lighting advice... and much more! Let’s start creating your dream!

REMAX REAL ESTATE CENTRE INC.  905-877-5211  
DIRECT: 905-702-4426

DOUG  MEAL
GIVE ME A CALL AND WE’LL CHAT

Sales Representative

Speaking for the silent majority
After weeks of biting my tongue, 

I’ve fi nally had my fi ll. This week, I’m 
speaking on behalf of the silent major-
ity in town.

Lately, this newspaper has run sto-
ries about the Town of Halton Hills 
council considering adding arenas in 
town. It came to a head during the 
budget meetings in January.

The biggest item on the table, com-
ing in at $29 million, was the plan to 
build three arenas before 2014— a 
twin pad at Mold-Masters SportsPlex 
and the twinning of the Acton Arena.

After a fl ash of common sense, 
council voted 7-4 to review the bud-
get and re-think the need and conse-
quences of the Town going into debt 
for more than $25 million to build 
those arenas.

Since then, The Independent & Free 
Press has been deluged with letters 
from the vocal minority— many of 
them Walter Gretzky wannabes who 
fi gure their kid is gonna be the next 
Wayne.

Now I’m all for providing venues for 
sports groups to pursue their on-ice 
activities, be it hockey, fi gure skating, 
etc.— if we can afford it. But I’m also 
adamant that the Town be fi nancially 
responsible— and going into debt for 
$25 million isn’t being responsible. 
It’s a textbook case of ‘wants’ over 
‘needs’.

The vocal minority has come out in 
droves claiming we MUST build those 
arenas, or be faced with our kids trav-
eling out of town to play hockey. Some 
have even suggested we’ll have a gen-
eration of overweight kids if we don’t 
build those arenas.

Puh-leese! If you’re that concerned 
about kids’ fi tness, turn off the TV, shut 
down the computer games and send 
’em outside to shovel the sidewalk or 
perhaps even your senior neighbour’s 
sidewalk. Don’t play a guilt card on 
taxpayers— take responsibility for 
your own kids.

In Tuesday’s edition, we ran excerpts 
from letters to the editor, as to why it’s 
imperative we build those arenas.

One writer listed all the fees for out-
of-town hockey schools he’d enrolled 
his kid in, totaling $1,350. 

Do I care? Did someone hold a gun 
to his head to sign up his kid? That 
was his choice; not a reason to build 
more arenas.

Others talk about the costs of sign-
up fees and equipment. One parent I 
know spent $700 on skates and $200 
on a hockey stick. 

Where is the reality there?
If parents spend huge money for 

their kids to play hockey, that’s their 
choice— but I fail to see how those 
exorbitant investments in equipment 
or hockey schools has any bearing on 
whether we need more arenas. 

Proponents of the three arenas 
claim thousands of kids need ice 
time— more than 4,200 they say.

Do the math— that’s about 8 per 
cent of the Town’s population. Now 
explain why the remaining 92 per 
cent should endure a tax increase to 
accommodate the 8 per cent who use 
the facilities? 

Is it fair to seniors on fi xed incomes? 
Is it fair to local business people, try-
ing to scratch out a living? Is it fair to 
those who never darken the door of a 
rink?

Believe me, there’s thousands of 
members in that silent majority, qui-
etly sitting back while a vocal minor-
ity convincingly screams and hollers 
that we need more arenas.

There are more pressing needs in 
the town. 

The fi nger is regularly pointed at 
the new library in Acton— replacing 
a building built in 1967 that was de-
cades overdue.

There’s a Town request for $4.5 mil-
lion to help fund the new CT scanner 
and renovation at Georgetown Hos-
pital —another no-brainer; everyone 
benefi ts. What if a hockey player splits 
his head open on-ice and needs a scan 
pronto?

For all of you members of that silent 
majority, it’s time to stand up for what 
you believe in. It’s time to become vo-
cal. It’s time to say you don’t want to 
pay thousands of extra tax dollars for 
decades to allow 8 per cent to play.

The bottom line? We can’t afford it.
If you agree, call your councillor 

and complain.
And if you don’t agree, then put 

your money where your mouth is and 
cough up a few million....

—Ted Brown can be reached at 
tbrown@independentfreepress.com

Ted
Brown
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