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   B e li e v i n g   H a l t o n   H i l l s   c a n   m a k e   a  
 s p e c i a l   c a s e   f o r  some  p r o v i n c i a l   f u n d -
i n g ,   T o w n   c o u n c i l   d e f e r r e d   a   d e c i s i o n  
 o n   H a l t o n   H e a l t h c a r e   S e r v i c e s ’s   ( H H S )  
 r e q u e s t   f o r   $ 4 . 5 4 6 m i l l i o n   t o   h e l p   f u n d  
 a   $ 1 2 . 1   m i l l i o n   r e n o v a t i o n / e x p a n s i o n   o f  
 t h e   G e o r g e t o w n   H o s p i t a l   a t   M o n d a y ’s  
 m e e t i n g . 

 M a y o r   R i c k   B o n n e t t e   u r g e d   t h e   d e f e r -
r a l ,   u n a n i m o u s l y   a p p r o v e d   b y   a l l   m e m -
b e r s   o f   c o u n c i l   ( C o u n c i l l o r   B r y a n   L e w i s  
 w a s   a b s e n t ) ,   s a y i n g,   “It is a diffi cult deci-
sion for council because it is out of our 
mandate but we all understand and ap-
preciate the importance of a CT scanner. 
But I   d o   b e l i e v e   t h e   P r o v i n c e   h a s  a  r o l e  
 i n   t h i s .   ...I t ’s   i n c u m b e n t   o n   u s   t o   g e t   t h e  
 d i a l o g u e   g o i n g   w i t h   t h e   M i n i s t r y . ”

 H e   a s s u r e d  the close to 200   r e s i d e n t s  
 a n d   h o s p i t a l   o f fi   c i a l s   c r a m m e d   i n t o   t h e  
 p u b l i c   g a l l e r y ,   h a l l w a y s   a n d   o v e r fl   o w  
 m e e t i n g   r o o m   a t   t h e   C i v i c   C e n t r e   t h a t  
“the   d e f e r r a l   i s   n o t   f o r e v e r, people .   T h e  
 d e f e r r a l   i s   u n t i l   I   c a n   g e t   s o m e t h i n g   sub-
stantial    f r o m   t h e   M i n i s t r y   ( o f   H e a l t h ) . ” 

Bonnette had been busy making calls 
over the last week setting up meetings 
with Ministry staff. His “special case” ar-

gument includes an exploding Brampton 
population with plans to place 100,000 
people on Halton Hills’s border, and it’s 

obvious they are going to put a lot more 
stress on Georgetown hospital, he said. 
As well, the Province enforced the Places 

to Grow plan that will mean the Town’s 
population will also grow by 20,000.

The mayor suggested council’s deci-
sion meeting on the funding request will 
be held in two to four weeks.

 H H S   n e e d s   a n   a n s w e r   b efore   i t s  
 M a r c h   h o s p i t a l   b o a r d   m e e t i n g   i n   o r d e r  
 t o   g e t   t h i n g s   m o v i n g   i n   t i m e   f o r   t h e   2 0 1 2  
 c o n s t r u c t i o n   s e a s o n . 

 U s u a l l y   M i n i s t r y   d o l l a r s   p a y   f o r   9 0  
 p e r   c e n t   o f   t h e   c o s t   o f   h o s p i t a l   c o n s t r u c -
t i o n   p r o j e c t s ,   b u t   H H S   c a m e   t o   t h e   T o w n  
 f o r   a   fi   n a n c i a l   c o n t r i b u t i o n   t o   t h e   p r o j e c t  
 a f t e r   l o b b y i n g   t h e   M i n i s t r y   f o r   y e a r s   f o r  
 a p p r o v a l .   W h e n   t o l d   t h a t   t h e y   a r e   i n   t h e  
 s a m e   b o a t   a s   m o r e   t h a n   8 0   o t h e r   h o s p i -
t a l s   i n   t h e   p r o v i n c e   l o o k i n g   f o r   m o n e y ,  
 t h e y   b e g a n   t o   l o o k   a t   d i f f e r e n t   w a y s   t o  
 f u n d   t h e   p r o j e c t . 

 H H S   C E O   J o h n   O l i v e r   s a i d   t h i s   p r o j -
e c t   i s   o n e   o f   H H S’s   t o p   p r i o r i t i e s   a n d  
 c a n n o t   w a i t   a n o t h e r   s e v e n   t o   e i g h t   y e a r s ,  
 w i t h   n o   g u a r a n t e e ,   f o r   p r o v i n c i a l   f u n d -
i n g   a p p r o v a l . 

 I t   w a s   t i m e   t o   l o o k   a t   a l t e r n a t e   f u n d -
i n g ,   h e   s a i d . 

 T h e   c o s t s   w o u l d   b e   d i v i d e d  like this: 
 •  A $ 4 . 5 4 6   m i l l i o n   c o n t r i b u t i o n   f r o m  

 t h e   Town—  a   d e d i c a t e d   s p e c i a l   l e v y   o n  
 p r o p e r t y   t a x p a y e r s .   T w o   p o s s i b l e   s c e n a r -
i o s:   a   1 0 - y e a r   l o a n   a t   1 . 9   %   i n t e r e s t   r a t e—  
 $ 6 . 7 3 / $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0   a s e s s m e n t   ( o r   $ 2 3 . 5 6   a  
 y e a r   f o r   1 0   y e a r s   f o r   t h e   a v e r a g e   h o m e  
 a s s e s s e d   a t   $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 ) .   O r   i t   c a n   b e   d o n e  
 o v e r   a   1 5 - y e a r   l o a n   a t   1 . 4 %   i n t e r e s t   f o r   a  
 $ 4 . 9 6 / $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0   o f   a s s e s s m e n t .   H o w e v e r , 
 T o w n   T r e a s u r e r   E d   D e S o u s a   n o t e d   t h a t  
 w h i l e   t h e   1 5 - y e a r   l o a n   w o u l d   h a v e   h a v e  
 l e s s   i m m e d i a t e   i m p a c t ,   r e s i d e n t s   w o u l d  
 b e   p a y i n g   m o r e   i n   t h e   l o n g   r u n . 

Funding for hospital expansion on hold
Large audience 

hears mayor will 
now lobby health 
ministry for cash

By CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer
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More than 200 people crammed the Civic Centre Monday night to hear the Town will 
now lobby the Province directly for funding for the Georgetown Hospital expansion 
project.                                                                                 Photo by Cynthia Gamble

Proposed Project Cost Funding
$5 Million

$250,000

$4.546 Million

$12.196 Million

$2.4 Million

Georgetown Hospital Foundation Capital Campaign

Georgetown Hospital Volunteer Association

Halton Healthcare Services revenue & capital

Town of Halton Hills

TOTAL
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