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Emerald Isle
HOME FURNISHINGS

265 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN 
 905-873-2753 

6 MONTH - NO INTEREST - NO PAYMENT O.A.C.

LIMITED QUANTITIES. PRICED TO CLEAR. 

BOXING WEEK PRICING HELDOVER
20% OFF FLOOR MODELS

FLOOR MODEL

FREE with gate admission (adults $4.75, children/seniors $2.75).
Suggested donation $5 per person. 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
at education@creditvalleyca.ca or call 905-670-1615 ext 221.

Terra Cotta Conservation Area, 14452 Winston Churchill Blvd., Halton Hills.

www.creditvalleyca.ca/education

Saturday, Jan. 15
Saturday, Feb. 26
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Especially for kids
Make your own bird feeder to take home 
and encourage winter birds to visit your 
backyard. Afterwards, go outside and try to 
feed the chickadees from your hand!

Enjoy a complimentary beverage.

Feed the Chickadees

The Halton Catholic District School 
Board will take a second look at its contro-
versial policy banning gay-straight student 
clubs at its schools.

The policy committee voted 6-2 Tuesday 
to recommend the board rescind its oper-
ating policy on equity and inclusive educa-
tion.

That policy, approved by the 
former board last November and 
which bans gay-straight student 
clubs, has sparked outrage from 
human rights groups, inspired 
a Facebook protest petition and 
caused a fl urry on the Internet.

Newly-elected Halton Hills 
Trustee John Mark Rowe made 
the motion that the board re-
place the policy with one issued by the On-
tario Education Services Corp.

Rowe called the board’s four-page equity 
policy “poorly thought out” and “unbal-
anced.”

“It looked totally defi cient and couldn’t 
give good direction to the staff,” Rowe said 
after the meeting. “I felt that it does need to 
be looked at again.”

The ban on student gay-straight allianc-
es dominated discussion at the meeting.

Paul Marai, a newly-elected Halton 
Catholic board trustee who is gay, raised 
the issue and asked how such a ban was 
written into the board’s policy on equity 
and inclusive education. He vowed to fi ght 
the ban and told the policy committee it has 
“damaged the reputation of the board.”

“This specifi c part of the policy must be 

revisited immediately,” Marai said, adding 
his constituents had made it clear it did not 
refl ect their views.

Several policy committee members cau-
tioned against rushing into drafting a new 
policy and said many of their constituents 
favoured keeping the ban.

Student trustee Clarisse Sch-
neider spoke out against the 
wording in the current policy and 
urged the board to consider the 
students and their best interests. 
“The message we are sending to 
my fellow students is two-fold 
and simple,” said Schneider, a 

Grade 11 student at St. Ignatius 
of Loyola in Oakville.

“First it is saying that sup-
porting our gay peers and accepting them 
is wrong, that being yourself is wrong. A 
gay-straight alliance is nothing to do with 
homosexual activity, it is about acceptance 
and belonging, what this very policy tries to 
achieve. The second, our actions teach our 
students that if you don’t agree with some-
thing then ban it. Is that what we teach 
children in our care?”

Schneider called for compromise and 
proposed that the revisions, if approved, 
create a Catholic gay-straight alliance 
group that “encompasses the Catholic 
teachings but also the support for our fel-
low gay students or for those who one day 
might identify as being gay.”

The next meeting of the school board is 
Jan. 19.

—Torstar News Service

Board equity policy ‘unbalanced’— Rowe

MARK  ROWE
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