Raking leaves never the same

As I drove to work this week, the streets
were lined with brown paper bags.

You know, those huge paper bags the ur-
ban populace uses to gather up their fallen
leaves, and leave 'em along the curb to be
taken away. That system works in town, but
it wouldn't be practical in the country.

A couple weeks ago, The Sidekick had
one of her ambitious spells.

“I'm gonna rake some leaves,” she said.
“There’s quite a few around the house.”

I'm always leery of someone raking the
leaves around the farm house. They collect
into a huge pile, then are left for me to get
rid of.

A few years ago, when my nephew was
a landscaper, he brought in an industrial-
strength leaf blower. It was mounted on
wheels and had a 10 horsepower Briggs &
Stratton motor on it. I tell ya, leaves were
no contest with that little monster.

Of course that leaf blower’s no longer
available, and before long The Sidekick
had a mountain of leaves piled up.

“What are you going to do with them
now?” I asked.

“Can’t you just take them away with the
front-end loader, or maybe the manure
spreader?” she asked.

I agreed, but the leaves sat in a pile, only
to be rained on that night.

I told that story to tell another.

Over the past few years, I've found my
neck doesn’t bend as well as it used to. And
living on a farm with a long lane, using a
rear-mounted snowblower on the farm
tractor, where I back into the snow looking
over my shoulder, all the way out the lane—
well, it's become a bit of a pain in the neck,
no pun intended.

Last spring, The Sidekick convinced me
to look into other alternatives.

A front-mounted snowblower would be
the ideal solution, but after pricing them, it
simply wasn't in the cards.

After more research I came across an-
other style of a rear-mounted blower. It’s
still mounted on the back of the tractor, but
the tractor drives through the snow first,

and the blower follows behind, blowing
away the snow.

One can drive forward out the lane, and
only need to look behind once in a while.

Some nay-sayers think driving through
the snow first is going to cause problems,
but my tractor has more than two feet
clearance— that’s one helluva snowstorm
to have two feet of accumulation. Not only
that, the blower’s opening is more then 30
inches— like I said lots of capacity. And I
still have the old snowblower should it be-
come super-deep.

As most males know, when one acquires
a new piece of equipment, it’s a compulsory
ritual to attach it and make certain it’s going
to work as expected. That ritual includes
starting it, running it up and down the
lane, to make sure the tractor and blower
are balanced, the vantage points are visible
and the whole package is esthetically pleas-
ing, should one of the male neighbours see
it while driving by.

As 1 tested the tractor and blower, I put it
in gear. The throaty roar of the tractor was
complimented by the powerful whine of
the gigantic blower on the eight-foot wide
snow blower.

Sigh— it was a beautiful moment.

As I sat there and savoured it, I noticed
the blower had quite a bit of suction to it.
Dry leaves on the ground were sucked into
it like a vortex.

Okay, remember that pile of leaves?

I lowered the snow blower to a couple
inches off the ground, and inched forward.

As the airborne leaves came to rest in
the marshland, I thought to myself: raking ¢

leaves will never be the same.

HEARING SCIENCES

Audiology and Hearing Aid Centre

*““One comes
finally to
believe whatever
one repeats to one’s
self, whether the statement
is true or false.’’ Napoleon Hill

< You may think that your hearing loss is not noticeable to others
but that is usually not the case. It may surprise some people to
know that 40% of the patients we see for a hearing assessment
first become aware of the severity of their hearing loss from a
spouse or other family member. It often seems as it those
speaking are at fault. They are mumbling or not speaking clearly.
In fact, the feeling that everyone is mumbling is one of the first
and clearest signs of hearing loss.

%GEORGETOWN 905-877-0099 211 Guelph St, Suite 1 (in the M&M plaz, across from Winners)
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CRUISES & VACATIONS

your River Cruise Vacation!

12 Day Vineyards of the Rhine & Mosel
Aboard Amalegro

June 23, 201 |
7-night cruise from Amsterdam to Luxembourg,
then spend 3 nights in Paris

Cat. E-US $3,479 p-p.

Cruise & Land + $133 taxes

Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000 v

Fares are per person, based on double occupancy and subject to availability at time of booking. Cruise line reserves the right to withdraw promotions
without prior notice.

Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.vision2000travel.com

We look forward to helping you plan

Youth Company

Auditions are open to young
actors aged 10-18 years
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www.georgetownlittletheatre.ca 2

Auditions for the Upcoming Spring Production of:
Kaufman and Hart’s Hilarious Comedy

The Man Who Came To Dinner
will be held on Nov. 30, 7 - 9 pm & Dec. 4, 10 am - 3 pm

PLEASE CALL 905-877-3422 TO BOOK AN AUDITION TIME
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Prepare a 1-minute comedic piece and bring a headshot or a recent picture of yourself to the audition.

—— Dr. Anoop Sayal

and staff
would like to extend

Happy Holiday wishes to

all our patients & their families.

In lieu of Christmas Cards this year
Dr. Sayal will be making a

donation to the food bank,

(We are also collecting non-perishables at this time).

We look forward to seeing you in the New Year!
at
Georgetown Marketplace Mall

905- 877-CARE (2273)
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
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