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2011 Ultimate Pool Package

905-873-9444
www.poolguys.ca

Ultimate Pool Package Includes:
• Stairs • Heater • Liiner • Salt Sanitizer System • Pump • Filter

• L.E.D. Lighting • 3’ Finished Concrete Deck and more . . .

Thank you for a wonderful 2010, looking forward to 2011.

Season’s Greetings
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Hiccup the Clown of Toronto presented Jenna Innes, 8, with a balloon butterfl y as he created balloon 
sculptures for the kids during March Break activities at Georgetown Market Place last week. For more 
photos see page 11.                                                                                                  Photo by Ted Brown

Butterfl ies are free

Public gets fi rst
chance to share

views on $2B
transportation plan

A transportation master 
plan outlining how, when and 
where more than $2 billion 
will be spent in Halton over 
the next 20 years will be the 
subject of public meetings 
over the next week, includ-
ing tomorrow (Thursday) in 
Georgetown.

Dubbed “The Road to 
Change”, the master plan will 
ultimately be a list of the nec-
essary road expansions, bridg-
es, underpasses, bike paths 
and dedicated bus lanes that 
will be needed to accommo-
date the 300,000 more people 
that are expected to call the 
region home by 2031.

The Road to Change will 
build on the already existing 
transportation master plan 
developed in 2004, and updat-
ed in 2007. That plan lists ma-
jor roads projects to the year 
2021 and is available online 
at www.halton.ca/transporta-
tion.

A public information centre 
is set for tomorrow (Thurs-
day) at Mold-Masters Sports-
plex (The Hall), 221 Guelph 
Street. The drop-in opens at 
6:30 p.m. with a presentation 
at 7 p.m.

As of December 31, the 
Region had already set aside 
$446.1 million for roads proj-
ects that are currently under-
way. This year’s budget in-
cludes another $109 million, 
and $980 million more is in-
cluded in the capital budget 
forecast for 2011-19.  About 
$800 million will likely be 
needed for the 2020-2031 time 
period, according to Region 
information.

While the vast majority of 
that money will be spent on 
roads, the Region intends to 
examine how to increase the 
use of transit, bicycling and 
walking by Halton residents.

Council has set non-bind-
ing targets for 20 per cent 
of all peak period trips to be 

By TIM FORAN
Metroland Media Group

See TRANSPORTATION, pg. 3
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have been found to be highly 
toxic to livestock, and circum-
stantial evidence suggests 
common milkweed may, under 
some circumstances, also be 
toxic.”

If you are in an area where 
this plant cannot escape to 
farmlands, allow one or two to 
grow for the monarch butter-
flies and the interesting pods 
that will sometimes persist 
through the winter.

Right next to the milkweed 
is the leftover head of a spent 
purple coneflower, (Echinacea 
sp.). The prickly-looking head 
belies the soft beauty of the 

plant when it is in full flower, 
but maybe is an indicator of 
what a tough cookie it really is 
in both a cultivated garden and 
the natural lands it finds home.  
Actually, the word Echinacea 
comes from the Greek word for 
hedgehog— chinos— which 
does make sense when you 
see the picture, doesn’t it?  You 
really need to let this plant be 
for the winter as the seeds are 
an important food source for 
birds for months— gold finches 
being at the top of the list of 
patrons.

The final native, well, at least 
native to North America, is the 
seed pod of the yucca plant.  
Here is another common plant 
that is attractive and architec-
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Amorpha Purple cornflower

Milkweed

Yucca

‘Milkweed pods may survive 
the winter’
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