beautiful it is today in early winter with the
heads in beige. When you are not distracted
by the colour, you can really see the intricate
layering of the individual florets. | think that
| will purchase another one or two for other
parts of the garden next year. There is a
newer form, a nice dwarf called ‘Little Lamb’
that will do just fine by the garage.

In the very dry part of the garden | want to

that are uncommonly beautiful at the end of
the season. First are the seed panicles of

Amorpha fruticosa, a very nice shrub in the
pea family. This plant, which grows to about

show you some North American native plants

particularly in the early winter, | look at the shrub,
covered with seeds and think of Henry who passed
away a few years ago.

But | digress.

The next beauty is the seed pod of a native
milkweed, (Asclepias syriaca). Despite the fact that
syriaca means from Syria, the plant is native here
and is common in Southern Europe due to explor-
ers taking it from North America to Europe. Often,
this plant is found on noxious weed lists as the sap
from the plant is thought to be like its cousins’ and
poisonous to livestock.

However, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Publication 505 says, “Other species of milkweed

eight feet in my garden and
has interesting orange an-
thered, purple-blue flowers in
the summer, is very dear to
my heart.

Fifteen years ago | took
a course on starting tree
seeds from Henry Kock at
the University of Guelph
Arboretum. After spending
many hours teaching us the
ins and outs of tree propaga-
tion, this incredibly know!-
edgeable and gentle man
took us for a seed-collecting
stroll. It was on this walk
that | first encountered the
amorpha which had flowers
and seed at the same time. |
bagged a few. No, not stole,
literally bagged in a brown
paper bag. All this time later,

ng Porcelain vine PG Hydrangea

‘ /A Qift from the heart
: " is always the right size
. Qiive the Giift of

This year follow the 3 Cveaﬁve Tun

jh simple rules for stress-free Gift S
hOlidaY gif‘l’ giving"_ Cevtificate 2 E;

Affordable Tun'

No Appointments,
Expevience,
or Avrtistic

1) Make it Fun
2) Make it Affordable
3) Make it Vourself and watch
their eyes go wide!
Whether from little fingers giving to
large or for the love of your life, it’s the

gift that comes from your hands and
your heart that they’ll cherish forever.

This certificate is redeemable for bisque, studio fees or any studio purchase.

Certificate ID:

Purchase Date:

Authorized by:

65 Main Street South, Georgetown e 905-877-2224 o glazedexpressions.ca

Available in $10, $25, $50
denominations.

Surprise them with a

Ability Required!
We’ll show you how!

Winter Hours:
Mon. Closed, Tues. - Fri. 1 - 9 pm,
Sat. 10 - 6 pm, Sun. Noon - 5 pm
PA Days - 9 am - 9 pm

9.0 OFF!
Gift Certificate today! I u u

Limit one per person.
1 Coupon expires March 31st, 2011

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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SHOPLOCAL

[SHOP SMART...| SHOP HALTON HILLS

This message brought to
you by your

local newspaper

A GOOD REASON T0 SH

#2. Shopping local saves you money. Out of town shops have
done a good job of convincing us all that sole traders = expensive,
but the evidence just isn't there to back this up . If you add in trav-
el, parking costs, fees to transport larger items home and your

time, the overall cost is often much higher.

0P LOCAL

THE INDEPENDENT

& PREE PRESS

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

905.873.0301
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