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The three crewmen who were in the caboose were 
killed.

Action was swift, and that afternoon the local 
coroner, James Barber, had rounded up a jury at 
the railway station and proceeded to examine the 
mangled remains, and piece together the story of the 
disaster. In that day, the only communication between 
the rear of the train and the engineer was by means 
of a bell rope, a rather primitive affair, strung along the 
outside of the cars from the caboose to the engine. 
Unfortunately, every time the freight stopped to shunt 
off or take on new cars, this line had to be gathered 
and re-strung.  

Since the conductor could use a visual ‘go ahead’ 
when leaving the Georgetown station, he had not 
bothered to restring the line. In the end, the brakemen 
were found guilty of abandoning their posts. Because 
of the cold, the two brakemen and the conductor had 
huddled around a small stove in the caboose. Appar-
ently, company regulations required at least one of 
the brakemen to be stationed atop the cars whenever 
the train was in motion, and had one of them been 
where they were supposed to, they could have ap-
plied brakes in time to have possibly stopped the cars.  

The jury recommended that the company should 
do more to enforce its rules and that all trains 
should reduce their speed when crossing the Credit 
River Bridge— a rule that I believe, is still followed 

to this day.
Forward 146 years to 2002 when several cars of 

a freight train left the track, in probably the same 
area as the 1864 accident. This time a piece of a rail 
car broke away from another car, and was dangling, 
causing a wheel of that car to travel up it allowing it to 
ride askew the track, eventually derailing the train. 

In 1864, five men were required to man the freight 
and it had the familiar red caboose we all remember. 
In 2002, it only took two men. The end of the train was 
just another railcar, and for communication, they no 
longer rely on a bell rope strung from the back to the 
front of the train!

For some years now, the single track across that 
bridge has been a deterrent to increasing the traffic 

on this rail line, and in 2009 the provincial and federal 
governments allocated $30 million to widen the line. 
For the past several months, work has been ongoing 
to enlarge the width of the pillars so they will accom-
modate a double track with the provision to allow yet a 
third track in later years. 

It has been interesting to watch the work in prog-
ress. While we are losing the beauty of the original 
stone work, it has at least been enlarged with cement 
poured into forms to enlarge the pillars and they have 
been stamped with templates to replicate stonework. 
Roadways have been created to the bottom of the 
valley to accommodate machinery and cement trucks, 
much as they probably were back in the mid 1850s, 
except that it would have been just men and wagons 
pulled by horses who were traveling that same piece 
of valley. After the original construction, the river val-
ley was scarce of trees and large vegetative growth, 
just as it will be once again for many years. But time 
will erase the scars and the river valley will go back 
to supporting the deer, coyotes and wildlife that have 
always called it home.

So next time when you cross over this unique struc-
ture, take a minute to remember the men of the past 
and give thanks for the expertise of those pioneer 
builders who worked to make this not only a piece of 
local and Canadian history, but such a safe way to 
travel.  

The Iron
 Bridge

An early postcard showing the iron bridge.

An 1864 C.W. Jeffrey’s depiction of the derailment in which it was erroneously 
stated 13 people were killed. Three crewmen died when the caboose and an-
other car plunged off the bridge. (Right)  The Iron Bridge in 1907. 

Photos by Dawn Livingstone/Images courtesy Esquesing Historical Society



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


