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3Hosting tips for the holiday party
Take the stress out of holiday din-

ner party hosting this year with the 
following tips from Food Network 
Canada’s Corbin Tomaszeski. For 
more dinner party tips tune into Din-
ner Party Wars:

1. Cook what you know and know 
what you cook. Don’t experiment 
with new ingredients or recipes when 
you’re expecting guests.  Save that for 
the in-laws.

2. Don’t get complicated: less is 
more. Too often people get caught up 
complicating the natural fl avours and 
presentation of a dish.

3. Preparation, preparation, prep-
aration.  Get as much done as pos-
sible in advance so you can spend 
time with your guests. For example, 
if your vegetables could be blanched 
ahead of time or if your chicken could 
be seared ahead of time, it saves time 
later.

4. Pair wine and cocktails with 
your food. Speak to local liquor store 
representatives for advice.  A simple 
rule to follow: the lighter the fare, the 
lighter the wine.

5. Take advantage of local expert 
knowledge.  Buy your ingredients 
from specialty shops when possible 
and talk to the resident experts.  For 
example, when you buy fresh fi sh, go 
to your local fi shmonger and don’t 
be afraid to ask what’s in season and 
freshest.  

6. Presentation is everything.  When 
you spend a lot of time shopping, pre-
paring and cooking, it doesn’t make 
sense to simply throw your food onto 
a plate. Make it memorable. It’s not 
just about how it tastes, but how it 
looks. It should always leave a lasting 
impression. 

—www.newscanada.com
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