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o/ Trustee’s bid to limit

;| terms defeated 5-4
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% //A ‘T An Invitation

E / y: To You & Your Family
g A To Our

= . JO ES ¢ con Annual Christmas

£ F”“ER/}L/;WME e Remembrance Service
Z 7 pm Saturday, December 4th, 2010

at the ].S. Jones & Son Funeral Home
11582 Trafalgar Rd., Georgetown

Presiding over the service
Rev. Paul Ivany
& Fr. Dave Wynen

Refreshments to follow in the Trafalgar Room

Please call the Funeral Home at 905-877-363I
to confirm your attendance
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#~— — Dr. Anoop Sayal
| and staff

would like to extend
Happy Holiday wishes to

all our patients & their families.

In lieu of Christmas Cards this year
Dr, Sayal will be making a

donation to the food bank,

(We are also collecting non-perishables at this time).

We look forward to seeing you in the New Year!
at
Georgetown Marketplace Mall

&  905.877-CARE (2273)
(g Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

By TIM WHITNELL
Metroland Media Group

The outgoing vice-chair of the Halton
Catholic District School Board probably
didn’t get the kind of reception she envi-
sioned from her fellow trustees in bringing
forward a suggestion to ask the provincial
government to limit the term of trustees,
and also to consider prohibiting former
school board employees from running for
election as a trustee.

Despite pointed opposition, Halton
Hills Trustee Rosanna Palmieri almost
had her proposals accepted but lost a 5-4
vote at a recent board meeting.

The motion, which was seconded by
outgoing trustee Joanne Matters of Burl-
ington, stated, in part, that a trustee is “re-
sponsible for the setting of policy and en-
suring compliance without any conflicts
of interest and must ensure that their de-
cisions are not clouded or swayed by any
self-interests such as family and friends,
and are made for the overall good of the
Catholic taxpaying community and to
bring glory to God.”

Palmieri hoped to convince her col-
leagues around the board table to direct
the chair of the board to submit a letter to
the Minister of Education. The correspon-
dence would ask the Province to consider
placing a term limit on the office of school
board trustee and also consider prohibit-
ing former board employees from stand-
ing for election for the position of school
board trustee.

Palmieri lost the October municipal
election to Mark Rowe, who retired this
past June as a teacher with the Catholic

board.

A number of trustees and student trust-
ees spoke against the motion saying the
notion was “offensive, unconstitutional,
discriminatory and an affront to the coun-
try’s democratic system of electoral repre-
sentation.”

Those against the idea also stated that
Canadian politics has not traditionally ex-
cluded anyone from running for election
and that it is everyone’s right to have an
opportunity to run for any position on the
board.

Some trustees added that the tone of
the motion was demeaning and derogato-
ry and that former employees of the board
are also taxpayers and should be allowed
to hold the position of trustee.

Palmieri addressed some of the concerns
raised by trustees opposed to her idea. She
said her intent was to improve the demo-
cratic process. She said that based on past
experience new people are deterred from
running for office where there’s a long-
standing incumbent running. That, she
said, closes the system. She further noted
that over time trustees tend to make close
friends at the board and it can become dif-
ficult to make objective decisions.

Palmieri believed her ideas would open
up the system and encourage more candi-
dates to run.

Palmieri, two other outgoing trustees
and Matters voted in favour of sending
the suggestions to the Province. Voting
against the motion were four re-elected
trustees and outgoing Milton trustee San-
dor Koso.

Three students trustees, who can vote
on motions before the board but whose
votes are not counted in the final tally, also
voted against Palmieri’s motion.

Baby Honour Roll

Publishing the week of December 30*
To avoid disappointment get your

pictures in before December 17*

Call Kristie 905-873-0301 or email
classified@independentfreepress.com

Tﬂme McGibbon Hotﬁel

{—mtwuny
- Roast Beef

- Baked Ham

- Scalloped Potatoes Tea & Coffee

( LUNCH BUFFET A
SERVED THURSDAY & FRIDAY

11:30 am to 2:00 pm

- Assorted Salads
- Dessert Tahle,

\_ Private Catering Available )

'11.50

HST INCLUDED

~ LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ~

Main Identity

79 Main Street South, Georgetown

905-877-3388
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