Leave Remembrance Day alone

In Tuesday’s issue of The Indepen-
dent & Free Press, there was an edito-
rial regarding Remembrance Day.

The editorial told how Lisa Ma-
cLeod, MPP for Nepean-Carleton, has
put forward a private member’s bill, to
have Remembrance Day designated a
statutory holiday.

I'm totally against the idea.

Now I'm all in favour of statutory
holidays. We all need a long weekend
from time to time to recharge our bat-
teries.

But not for Remembrance Day.

Making Remembrance Day a stat,
like Family Day, or Civic Holiday—
well, I fear it just wouldn’t be observed
as a tribute to the veterans who died or
were maimed during all the past con-
flicts.

It would become a day off school
and time to get some early Christmas
shopping in.

And you can bet if it fell on a Tues-
day or Thursday, the schools would
have a Professional Development Day
on the Monday or Friday, the same way
it coincidentally happens for Thanks-
giving weekend, giving the kids a four-
day weekend.

When I was a kid, Remembrance
Day (or Armistice Day, as it was called
then) was a school holiday, and there
was a valid reason for it.

Most of the kids in school back then
had parents and grandparents who had
served in either the First World War or
the Second World War.

In some cases, they'd served in both.

Having the day off school gave kids
the opportunity to attend the Remem-
brance services with their parents—
the very people the day was intended
to honour.

As my age group of students got
older, the vets got older too. It didn't
seem to be that important to attend the
services anymore. Apathy set in, and as
aresult, the day was no longer a school
holiday.

If Remembrance Day becomes a stat
holiday, I'm certain the same would
happen, all over again. Sure, for the
first few years, we'd faithfully trudge to
the local Cenotaphs, ready to observe
that two minutes.

But in time, I'm sure that giving
Canadians a day off from their jobs in
chilly November, most would simply
stay home and not attend any local Re-
membrance Day ceremonies or watch
the national ceremonies on television.

Worse still, the holiday could even-
tually be bumped to the closest Friday
or Monday, to be more convenient for
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the businesses to accommodate the
holiday.

That’s already happened to Canada
Day— lots of businesses give their em-
ployees a day off closer to the week-
end. And many employees are happy
to comply.

That goes against the very principle
of the anniversary date marking the
end of the First World War, commemo-
rating the signing of the Armistice, at
the 11th hour, on the 11th day, of the
11th month, ending ‘the war to end all
wars’.

We cannot let the memories of those
thousands of Canadians who fought
and died for this country fade away
through empathy.

McLeod’s private member’s bill has
most likely been put forward with the
very best intentions, but I don’t think
she, and her supporters, have thought
out the full implications.

Last Saturday night, I sat at the an-
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group about McLeod’s private mem-
ber’s bill.

An overwhelming percentage of the
group there— veterans, Legion mem-
bers, and civilians like myself— were
dead against the concept.

“Leave Remembrance Day alone.

oo
Don't let it become a simple holiday,”

was the feeling there.

13
If McLeod and her supporters want [l

to make Remembrance Day more sig-
nificant, perhaps she should strive to
have the efforts of our vets, both past
and present, be given more promi-
nence in the classroom.

And November 11?

How about we have teachers orga- |

nize a field trip to the local Cenotaph.

And be there, at the 11th hour, on
the 11th day, of the 11th month.

And most importantly, stand silent
for two minutes— in rain, sleet, snow
or sunshine.

In doing so, they will remember
much more than they ever would on a
statutory holiday.
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