Chong says product claims must be proven
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“For our industry that doesn’t really
work because we're not selling drugs,” said
Parkes.

He said he would like to see people “who
are experts in herbal medicine and dietary
supplements” to set the criteria to evaluate
the products.

“It shouldn’t be based on the drug mod-
el,” he said.

“Science cant grasp the fundamentals
behind herbal medicine, this is where the
rub is,” said DeSylva, who added he had
heard Health Canada has hired several re-
cent B.Sc. grads to evaluate the products.

Chong said there are hundreds of medi-
cal professionals, with medical degrees and
PhDs working for Health Canada. He said
the senior bureaucrats are not recent grad-
uates of university and are world-renowned
in their field.

“They are experts at chemical formula-
tions and the impact these formulations
have on human health,” said Chong.

He said the first priority for the federal
government is the safety of Canadians. He
said Canadians have concerns about the
safety of natural health products and the
claims the industry was making are not
scientifically evidence-based, so the govern-
ment has put in a regulatory regime and
enforcement of those regulations are sup-
posed to begin in February or March 2011.

“You can't make a claim about a prod-
uct unless you can prove that claim,” said
Chong.

“We are open for regulation,” said Parkes.

{

“We just don't feel the government is listen-
ing to our concerns.

“We feel the way they (Health Canada) is
evaluating, there are inconsistencies.”

He said, for example, one of their pros-
tate health products may receive the stamp
of approval, while another similar product
won't.

“We're trying to understand what their
criteria is,” said Parkes. He said they almost
have to guess what Health Canada wants
when reformulating a product.

Parkes, president of Preferred Nutrition,
said about 10 of its 80-product line have not
received the stamp of approval from Health
Canada.

Chong assured those at the meeting the
whole purpose of the regulations, which
have been in the works for several years, “is
not to ban natural health products or put
you out of business.”

He said he would be their voice in Ottawa
in bring their concerns to Health Canada.

On their behalf, and on behalf of others
in the industry he’s met with, Chong said he
would ask for a delay of the regulatory re-
gime until Health Canada decides if it will
make changes to the standards of evidence
based on a request from the Natural Health
Products Program Advisory Committee.

Also, he will ask for a delay because there
is an unlevel playing field now between
those who have received interim registra-
tion numbers for their products while they
are being evaluated by Health Canada, and
those who have already had their applica-
tions denied.
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Victoria Debrincat
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[ Jacob Box | _Eric Butson | Tara Marchand | Jake Maceil
Acton High School Athletes of the Week are Jacob Box and Eric Butson. Both
are members of the Bearcats’ golf team, and were chosen for their play over the
season, playing in four tournaments in the Halton high school series.
Georgetown District High School Athletes of the Week are Claire Dickson
and Jake MacNeil. Dickson, a member of the Rebels’ cross country team, was cho-
sen for qualifying for OSFAA after taking part in the junior girls’ 4km run at Christie
Park Conservation Area near Hamilton. MacNeil, a Grade 9 student who plays right
side on the Rebels’ senior volleyball team, was selected for his strong play in victo-
ries against White Oaks and rival Christ the King.
Christ the King Catholic High School Athletes of the Week are Tara Marchand
and Victoria Debrincat. Marchand, a member of the Jaguars’ dance group, was selected
for her great dancing and her help, teaching some of the younger students, contribut-
ing to the program. Debrincat, a point guard on the Jaguars’ junior basketball team, was
honoured for her strong defensive play and 11 points against Notre Dame.
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Boots & Boardsy' :

68 Main St. N. (Hwy. 7)
Georgetown

Recreational Skating
«New § Used Skates + Now & Used Remels
«Chilren's “Puhealong Skatin ads

Trade-Ins Accepted

MOORE PARK PLAZA 905-813-0!16
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AUTOMOTIVE SALES & SERVICE
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Includes:

e Change engine oil & filter, lubricate

e Rotate & balance tires as necessary

e Check all fluid levels

e Check brakes, steering, suspension,
exhaust & fuel system

e Check vehicle for tune-up

e Scan computer for codes

As owr thantk you to all 0/ oure ym)a[ customers,
C C C

m()ya/a/t and new, ﬁ/easc aca%g ﬁom use
* 12-pack of Pop e Drive-thru Car Wash Ticket
e $5. Tim Horton’s Card e Jug of Windshield Washer fluid

BONUS: We will be drawing weekly for awesome prizes such as men’s & ladies

Fossil Watches ($400.00 value), aYamaha Sound System and many more!

To book an Appointment, please call: 905-877-7958

45 Mountainview Rd. N., Georgetown www.hassellautomotive.com
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