Simple— just call the police

Last Friday I was in Hornby experienc-
ing déja vu while photographing a team of
Halton Police officers as they dismantled a
marijuana grow-op.

Why déja vu? Eleven years ago, I was in-
vited to cover a similar grow-op bust, in a
wetland, northwest of Acton.

At the time, Halton Police brought in a
helicopter to spot the marijuana from the
air, as its colour stands out against the other
vegetation in marshy wetlands.

Both raids were similar, in that we had
to walk through a maze of vegetation and
underbrush to get to the plants.

At the Acton raid, the plants were in pots,
indicating they had been started in pots else-
where, then set out in the wetland, letting
Mother Nature take over.

At the time, I was struck with the sim-
plicity of that operation— set out the pot-
ted plants and return a few months later to
harvest.

But Friday’s raid showed me how sophis-
ticated the illegal pot-growing business has
become in the past 11 years.

Members of the media wereled in through
a winding hidden path, to see the plots, all of
which were encircled by a thickly-treed bor-
der. T was struck how those who had planted
this marijuana had gone to great lengths to
set up this grow.

In the areas where there was no pot grow-
ing, the weeds and goldenrod stood more
then four feet tall. Where the pot was grow-
ing, the soil looked like it had been plowed
or tilled in some manner, before planting.

Yup, I said planting— not pre-planted
pots in this grow— all of these plants had
been transplanted in nice straight rows.

Around the plots were a number of big
drums and rubber hoses, which had been
used for irrigating the plots. These guys had
obviously brought in a generator to run the
water pump which filled the water drums
from a nearby creek. There is no power out-
let nearby.

Simply put, the place looked like a well-
organized market garden for marijuana.

There were numerous plastic containers of

liquid fertilizer— some still half-full— which
had been left behind.

It was incredibly sophisticated and orga-
nized— someone had put a lot of time and
effort into this plot. Sophisticated as it was,
there was one more factor— all of this work
had been done in the middle of the night.

The sound of the generator would be
drowned out by nearby Hwy. 401 traffic,
the barrels had been carried in by hand,
and whatever equipment was used to till the
land also had to be manually hauled in, all
under the cover of darkness.

Friday afternoon, there was a breeze, the
sun was shining and the weather was quite
pleasant as the drug cops hauled out an esti-
mated $1.5 million in pot.

I thought of what that same area would
be like in mid-July, with intense humid heat
and the swarms of mosquitoes and black
flies. It'd be one helluva place to work, tilling
the soil and planting the pot- even more so
in the dark.

Pot growers are resourceful. They scan
Google Earth to locate out-of-the-way areas
to plant their illegal crops. They are oppor-
tunists, sneaking into private properties,
planting their crops, which grows like a can-
cer. The only way police can keep on top of
the problem, is to be informed.

If you see a strange vehicle parked where
it shouldn't be, if you hear a generator run-

ning in an incongruous area in the middle of

the night, or if you happen to come across a
plot of marijuana, simply call the police.

It's the only way to keep this crime at
bay.
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Today: Casual Fridays.
Someday: Casual Everydays.

Come in for a TD Personal Assessment to find out
how you can achieve your retirement dreams.

Let’s
figure it
out.

At TD, we believe that how you get there is equally
as important as where you're going. With products
like the TD Comfort Portfolio family of mutual funds
and Market Growth GICs, retirement planning can
be a more fruitful experience. It all starts by coming
in for your complimentary TD Personal Assessment,
where one of our advisors will get to know your
retirement goals, understand your net worth, review
your investments, and help you figure out the best
retirement plan of action. So you can stop wondering
when you'll be able to retire and purely focus on
making the journey as comfortable as possible.

Visit a branch today to get your TD Personal Assessment.
1-888-724-8444 www.tdretirement.com

The TD Personal Assessment is provided by TD Canada Trust. Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be
associated with mutual fund investments. Please read the prospectus, which contains detailed investment information, before investing. Mutual
funds are not guaranteed or insured, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. TD Comfort Pon?olios are
managed by TD Asset Management Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. Available through TD Investment Services Inc.
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Representatives with TD Investment Services Inc. distribute mutual funds at TD Canada Trust. Information about TD Canada Trust Market Growth GICs
is available at your TD Canada Trust branch. Let's figure it out is a trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank.
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