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Is it Osteoarthritis 
or 

Rheumatoid  
Arthritis?

        Date: Thursday, October 7, 2010  
        Time: 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Halton Hills Cultural Centre Gallery

9 Church Street, Georgetown, ON L7G 2A3

Attend this FREE lecture to:
•  Get an overview on different types of arthritis
•  Learn ways to personally manage your arthritis with helpful 

tips and innovative suggestions.
•  Find out more about The Arthritis Society resources and 

health care providers who can help you cope with the disease 
Community Partner

Presenters:
Dr. Elaine Soucy, MD Rheumatologist in Mississauga 

Register today at 1.800.344.6926. Don’t miss out! Space is limited.

Health Champion

www.arthritis.ca1.888.434.0009

Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50015325

905-873-2000
Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.v is ion2000trave l .com

 US $150 per person Onboard Credit & 
Chocolate Covered Strawberries

VISION 2000 EXCLUSIVE BONUS:

  

Sailing on a full World Cruise is a special experience, however many avid cruisers find 
that sailing for specific segments of a World Cruise is also quite 
extraordinary.  One in particular we recommend is...
Queen Mary 2 | Egyptian & European Explorer
April 3, 2011 - 23 Days 
from Dubai to New York
Sheltered Balcony 
US $3299 per person 
+ taxes $401.86

Fare is in US Dollars, Cruise Only, per person, based on double occupancy and subject to availability at time of booking.  Fare based on 
Category B4, is capacity controlled and includes non-discountable fares.  Offer may not be combinable with other discounts, promotions, or 
shipboard credits, and is available to residents of Canada only.  Please refer to the applicable Cunard Line brochure for terms, conditions and 
definitions which apply to the booking. Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonus amount varies and is based on Category booked. Certain restrictions apply. 

Ship's registry: Great Britain.

WORLD CRUISE SAVINGS
Last Friday I was in Hornby experienc-

ing déja vu while photographing a team of 
Halton Police offi cers as they dismantled a 
marijuana grow-op.

Why déja vu? Eleven years ago, I was in-
vited to cover a similar grow-op bust, in a 
wetland, northwest of Acton.

At the time, Halton Police brought in a 
helicopter to spot the marijuana from the 
air, as its colour stands out against the other 
vegetation in marshy wetlands.

Both raids were similar, in that we had 
to walk through a maze of vegetation and 
underbrush to get to the plants.

At the Acton raid, the plants were in pots, 
indicating they had been started in pots else-
where, then set out in the wetland, letting 
Mother Nature take over.

At the time, I was struck with the sim-
plicity of that operation— set out the pot-
ted plants and return a few months later to 
harvest.

But Friday’s raid showed me how sophis-
ticated the illegal pot-growing business has 
become in the past 11 years.

Members of the media were led in through 
a winding hidden path, to see the plots, all of 
which were encircled by a thickly-treed bor-
der. I was struck how those who had planted 
this marijuana had gone to great lengths to 
set up this grow.

In the areas where there was no pot grow-
ing, the weeds and goldenrod stood more 
then four feet tall. Where the pot was grow-
ing, the soil looked like it had been plowed 
or tilled in some manner, before planting.

Yup, I said planting— not pre-planted 
pots in this grow— all of these plants had 
been transplanted in nice straight rows.

Around the plots were a number of big 
drums and rubber hoses, which had been 
used for irrigating the plots. These guys had 
obviously brought in a generator to run the 
water pump which fi lled the water drums 
from a nearby creek. There is no power out-
let nearby.

Simply put, the place looked like a well-
organized market garden for marijuana. 

There were numerous plastic containers of 
liquid fertilizer— some still half-full— which 
had been left behind.

It was incredibly sophisticated and orga-
nized— someone had put a lot of time and 
effort into this plot. Sophisticated as it was, 
there was one more factor— all of this work 
had been done in the middle of the night.

The sound of the generator would be 
drowned out by nearby Hwy. 401 traffi c, 
the barrels had been carried in by hand, 
and whatever equipment was used to till the 
land also had to be manually hauled in, all 
under the cover of darkness.

Friday afternoon, there was a breeze, the 
sun was shining and the weather was quite 
pleasant as the drug cops hauled out an esti-
mated $1.5 million in pot. 

I thought of what that same area would 
be like in mid-July, with intense humid heat 
and the swarms of mosquitoes and black 
fl ies. It’d be one helluva place to work, tilling 
the soil and planting the pot- even more so 
in the dark.

Pot growers are resourceful. They scan 
Google Earth to locate out-of-the-way areas 
to plant their illegal crops. They are oppor-
tunists,  sneaking into private properties, 
planting their crops, which grows like a can-
cer. The only way police can keep on top of 
the problem, is to be informed.

If you see a strange vehicle parked where 
it shouldn’t be, if you hear a generator run-
ning in an incongruous area in the middle of 
the night, or if you happen to come across a 
plot of marijuana, simply call the police.

It’s the only way to keep this crime at 
bay.

Simple— just call the police

Ted
Brown


