Chong'’s plan gathering support

Wellington-Halton Hills Conservative
MP Michael Chong believes that his fel-
low members of the House of Commons
are ready to get behind his efforts to pres-
ent a better face of politics to Canadians.

Chong, who'’s put together a six-point
plan to improve civility during the daily
Question Period in the Commons, said
recently that his procedural motion could
start making its way through Parliament
within weeks.

And in as little as six months, with sup-
port from other parties, Canadians could
see a markedly different style of Question
Period— one in which antics are discour-
aged and answers are demanded.

Calling his plan a “viable and reason-
able” suggestion to make Question Period
less of a partisan spectacle, Chong told
a parliamentary reform conference last
week that he hopes it will pass.

Jay Hill, who up until recently was the
Government House Leader for the Con-
servatives, also appeared to be throwing
his endorsement behind Chong’s bid to
improve Question Period.

“The motion he’s brought forward is an
ambitious one,” said Hill, who is retiring
from politics after 17 years and who has
been replaced by John Baird as House
leader. “If Mr. Chong is successful and his
motion passes ... it will be one of the larg-
est overhauls (of) Question Period in our
nation’s history.”

Partisan sparring in the Commons has
always been high and intemperate explo-

sions aren’t unusual, even from prime
ministers.

Hill said that sometimes the yelling
and insults are so loud between the par-
ties that the “barroom” solution seems the
only sensible one— “punching out” the ri-
val across the aisle.

“In my experience, being a ‘redneck’
from northeastern British Columbia, that
would probably be the outcome if in any
other place of work if you were subject to
the insults that you are daily in the House
of Commons during Question Period,”
Hill said.

About 20 MPs from all parties have
backed Chong’s motion, which should
come to a vote soon. If it passes— and
chances are believed to be good it will—
then it will be further studied by a Com-
mons committee and could be put in place
by early 2011.

The six specific proposals in Chong’s
bill to reform Question Period:

e Elevate decorum and fortify the use
of discipline by the Speaker;

e Lengthen the amount of time given
for each question and answer;

e Require that ministers respond to
questions directed at them;

e Allocate half the questions each day
for backbench members;

e Dedicate Wednesday exclusively for
questions to the prime minister;

e Dedicate the rest of the week to ques-
tions for ministers other than the PM.

—Torstar News Service
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Fireplace, Heating & Air Conditioning Sales & Service (=) 6 YEARS IN A ROW
Favourite Furnace

118 Guelph St. Georgetown (at Maple) ¥ & Air Contitioner

FREE ACCESSORY

on the purchase of a gas, wood or

pellet product.

Why choose Regency® and Hampton®
Gas and Wood Fireplace Products?

*Cut Home Heating Costs
*Enjoy Peace of Mind
eComplement your Style

' )R FIREPLACE PRODUCTS

DONT PAY ‘TIL

FEB 2011!!

Limited Time Offer. See store for details.

—

Hours; Monday - Friday 9-5; Saturday 11-4; Appointments available after hours upon request www.applebysystems.ca

GEORGETOWN LITTLE THEATRE IS PROUD TO PRESENT OUR

ANNIVERSARY SEASON

Georgetown Little Theatre Productions Inc. would like
to invite you to visit us on Sat, Sept 25 for a tour of our
Studio. See how sets are built, try on a costume, watch
an improv, plus much more. Our Youth Company will be
there painting faces for the kids!

Find The Studio at
33 Stewarttown Road

- 11am-

4pm
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This week only when you spend $1.00 on a delicious chocolate
chunk Smile Cookie, Tim Hortons will donate the entire
proceeds to a great cause in this community. Please visit your
local Acton and Georgetown Tim Hortons for more
information.

CELEBRATING ARTS + CULTURE
FROM COAST TO COAST TO COAST

Be sure to see our exciting shows this season!
Wait Until Dark (Nov 2010) * Bedtime Stories (Feb/Mar 2010/11)
Enchanted April (Apr 2011)
Visit www.georgetownlittletheatre.com for details!

To find out more visit timhortons.com

Together With You, Making Good Things Happen.
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