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Five people are facing charges after Halton Po-
lice seized approximately 1,500 marijuana plants 
with an estimated street value of $2 million in 
grow operations, most of them outdoors, through-
out Halton Region over the past few weeks.

Police unveiled a cube van full of the large 
plants to the media Friday at the 20 Division po-
lice station in Oakville, and said they had seized 
another tractor-trailer full of plants.

Det. Sgt. Nishan Duraiappah of Halton Police 
Drugs and Morality Unit said most of the grow op-
erations were found in rural areas in Halton Hills 
and Milton, but police also seized plants in Burl-
ington and Oakville.

In July police asked the community to be on the 
lookout for outdoor marijuana grow operations 
and received numerous tips about suspicious ac-
tivity and possible illegal grow operations.

The tips and information from other police 
investigations resulted in police fi nding about 20 
grow operations. Police undertook an extensive 
outdoor eradication initiative throughout the ru-
ral areas Tuesday.

“Many of these locations are rural locations. 
They are quite often amongst crops, in most cases 
it’s corn because it has the greatest height,” said 
Duraiappah. “Some people choose to grow on 
their own property. The majority of plants we have 
seized are planted on a third-party basis. They 

Police bust
grow ops 

worth $2M
By LISA TALLYN

Staff Writer

See LARGE, pg. 3

Seven-year-old D.J. Lawrence of Rockwood gives fi ve-month-
old calf R K Rosie a stern eye on its way to a fi fth-place rib-
bon during the cattle confi rmation competition.There was 
a “very good turnout” on the weekend, said Jim Richmond 
of the Acton Agricultural Society. The Dufferin Community 

Centre was jammed for the Elvis show Saturday night and 
there were a record number of entries in the antique tractor 
and 4x4 truck pulls. For more photos see page 4.

Photo by Jon Borgstrom

How now brown cow?
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