
OPINION
It’s probably safe to assume that many motor-

ists don’t like having to ease their vehicles around 
cyclists while traversing the roads of Halton.

Cyclists, as well, are probably not too enam-
ored with the fact that autos will zip past at un-
necessarily fast rates of speed coming just a little 
too close for comfort.

Motorists travelling the backroads of the Re-
gion often have their patience tested when  they 
come across a group of cyclists riding several 
abreast, blocking the driver’s lane.

Bike riders are rightly annoyed when a driver 
makes a turn in front of them when the cyclist has 
the right of way.

The fact is, both drivers and cyclists have a 
right to use Halton roadways. However, the fact 
there have been six serious injury accidents in-
volving vehicles and cyclists in Halton this year 
has prompted Halton Police to issue a reminder 
to both drivers and cyclists to obey the rules of 
the road.

Police say speed, not sharing the roadway,  not 
wearing a helmet and failing to obey the rules of 
the road were contributing factors in the six ac-
cidents— one of which claimed the life of a Burl-
ington cyclist in April.

There are some simple steps cyclists can take 
to ensure a safe ride.

• Wear a helmet and bright clothing
• When riding in a group, ride in single fi le and 

close to the edge of the road as possible
• Ride in the same direction as traffi c
• Be vigilant— just because you see a vehicle 

doesn’t mean the drivers sees you
Drivers should remember that under the High-

way Traffi c Act, a bicycle is considered a vehicle. 
As such, cyclists have the same privileges that 
come along with that but also the same obligation 
to abide by the rules of the road.

Drivers should:
• Always signal your intention to turn (this 

goes for cyclists too)
• Be patient and pass a cyclist only when it is 

safe to do so, keeping clear of the cyclist by at 
least three feet

Mutual respect is the key to ensuring more 
tragedies don’t occur on Halton’s roads.
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Share the road

Steve Nease

Letters to the editor

Dear editor:
Speaking as a person with a 

degree in statistics I can easily state 
how vital the census is and how use-
less a voluntary one would be.  

At the most basic level, the census 
helps all statistical organizations as it 
makes it possible to know if you have 
a representative sample of society or 
not when doing a survey.  A voluntary 
one would not provide that ability 
as you would need a mandatory one 
to know if the voluntary one was ac-
curate or not.  

See the problem?  
This would lead to all surveys be-

coming more and more inaccurate as 
the years go by. At fi rst we’d be fairly 
close as we’d have data from 10 years 
ago to go on, but with the changes 
society always goes through we’d be 
seeing more and more inaccuracies 
appear. Not to mention how big an 
effect it would have in high growth 
areas such as Georgetown as our rep-
resentatives get a weaker idea of who 
lives here and what their needs are.

In the end, a voluntary census 
would A) cost more (long form going 
out to 65% more people, thus a need 

for government to hire more people 
to do data entry just in case then end-
ing up having most sit on their hands 
as people choose to not fi ll it in) B) 
be less useful and C) still have man-
datory elements thus not ‘solving’ the 
privacy issue that is non-existent. 

Is it a pain? Yes. But nowhere near 
the pain taxes or obeying the law 
are, yet we deal with those as part of 
citizenship.  

The census is a very, very small 
requirement of citizenship every 
10 years, with the long form being 
something you should get no more 
than twice in your lifetime.  To throw 
that data away for the three people 
who actually complained to the 
privacy offi cer in the past 10 years is 
just silly.

John Northey,
President, Green Party EDA 
for Wellington-Halton Hills

Georgetown
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Nominations for the Oct. 
25 municipal election close in 
about two weeks. How would 
you rate your interest in the 

local campaigns so far?
 • I have been very 
interested (41%)

• My interest is lukewarm 
at best (27%)

• What election? (32%)

WEB POLL RESULTS

Go to www.independentfreepress.com

Long-form census
is a valuable tool

MPP thanked... sort of

Soccer coach praised

Dear editor,
Many thanks to Wellington-

Halton Hills MPP Ted Arnott and 
his party for standing up to Premier 
Dalton McGuinty’s Liberals and forc-
ing them to scrap the eco-fees as he 
was so happy to inform us of in the 
August 3 Independent. 

However, I wonder why his party 

Dear editor,
If you are even slightly involved in 

Georgetown soccer you know him. 
You often see him spending the night 
at Cedarvale watching games that 
have no relation to him.

A coach is someone who dedicates 
their time to others to pass on their 
knowledge to their players. After 
having this man as my coach for the 
past six years, this is more than true. 
He has been someone that our play-
ers look to learn from. He has taken 
our team from the bottom to the top, 
probably not knowing the true impact 
he has on us. In my last year, I realize 
the amount of work he has put in.

I have learned and grown from 
what he has taught. I am writing to 
say thank-you for the preparation for 
my future years of soccer and life. 
This gratitude is small compared to 
what you deserve.

Kara Woolley,
GU18 Mustangs

allowed the Liberals to add the PST 
to gas, when British Columbia 
managed to negotiate a deal where 
the provincial taxes aren’t added to 
the cost of gas. Just as surprisingly, 
where was the media when Ontar-
ians were stuck with that gouge? 

Olaf Kaminski, Georgetown
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