Pre-September stress

I took my regular little walk Tuesday.

It was the same trek that I take most
days, from one end of the mall to the oth-
er, around lunch time, to find some suste-
nance to tie me over until supper time.

With the office of The Independent &
Free Press located in the mall for a full de-
cade, I've done my share of people watch-
ing, while making my way to the food
court.

It’'s a people watcher’s paradise as shop-
pers of all shapes, sizes and ages, make
their way through the mall in search of
something to spend money on.

Some times, the mall is a bustling cen-
tre of commerce, other days, especially
during the dog days of August, it can be
mighty quiet.

But like the seasons in nature, shop-
pers in the mall take on a dramatic change
in sync with the days on the calendar—
and this week I witnessed that distinct
change.

It’s there every year around the final
days of August.

The participants are recognizable by
the tired, worn faces of parents, accom-
panied by their exuberant fever-pitched
little kids.

"Cuz it’s back to school shopping time!

It's similar to the week just before
Christmas, only it happens in August,
when everyone is out doing their frantic
last-minute shopping for school stuff.

The barber shop is conspicuously bus-
ier than usual as kids are dragged in by
parents to have their back-to-school hair-
cuts.

The department stores are inundated
with parents and kids, stocking up on pen-
cils, pens, pencil cases, backpacks and all
sorts of other regalia that will probably be
lost or traded off by Day Three at school.

I see parents and kids shopping for
new shoes for school, as their negotia-
tions reach a fever pitch with the kids
complaining ‘only a loser would wear
THAT! while the parents counter with the
old line about ‘who is paying for this any-
way?’

Running shoes with three figure prices
become the norm, and only the best de-

signer brand outfits are acceptable.

Older students are in search of new
laptop computers with all the bells and
whistles, while the defeated parents foot-
ing the bill just relinquish control of their
credit card.

There’s a stress in the air that isn’t there
during the summer months.

It’s visible on the faces of the parents
as their kids’ body language screams out
in defiance.

Even the older students are stressed, as
they do last-minute shopping for items to
take back to university.

The only other time I see anything
close to this level of stress is around De-
cember 20, and the week leading up to
Christmas.

While all this activity is taking place in
the mall, I'm reminded of those parents
who are taking this weekend to move
their kids back to university.

You know— poor old dad negotiating
three flights of stairs to carry that ‘stu-
dent’s refrigerator’ up to his kid’s dorm
room, knowing full well that it will be
magically transformed into a bar fridge
before the first week is out.

As I watch the annual pilgrimage to
the mall for back-to-school supplies, I'm
so thankful my kids are all finished with
school, and are making their own way in
the world.

And after watching the shoppers, I've
realized what it’s all about.

As parents, we're paying our dues in
advance, helping our kids get off on the
right foot. In doing so, we can watch them
as they eventually make their way in this
world as successful young adults.

And after all is said and done, that’s our
prize for being parents.

Women charged with theft

Two women were charged in connec-
tion with the theft of $3,000 worth of
items from the Real Canadian Superstore
Tuesday evening.

Halton Police report about 8:10 p.m.
store security saw two women leave the
store with two shopping carts filled with
a variety of items that hadn’t been paid
for. The store’s loss prevention officer con-
fronted the women outside the store and
arrested them for theft. Police were called
and continued with the arrest.

Charged with theft is Susan Lorraine
Seifried, 33, of Cambridge, and Pauline
Barbara Kelly, 44, of Guelph.
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A 65-year-old Georgetown man re-

ceived minor injuries while crossing

Mountainview Rd. on foot south of Delrex
Blvd. Wednesday afternoon.

Police say about 1:20 p.m. the man,
remembering he left something at his
Mountainview Rd. home, stopped his
vehicle on the east side of the road, got
out and attempted to cross. He safely
crossed the northbound lanes. The driver
of the van on the inside southbound lane
stopped and waved the man through who
was then struck by a vehicle in the curb
lane driven by a 45-year-old Georgetown
woman.

The man was knocked to the ground
and taken to Georgetown Hospital by
ambulance. The driver of the vehicle that
struck him wasn’t hurt, and no charges
were laid.
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GROUPE VOYAGES « TRAVEL GROUP

CRUISES & VACATIONS
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CARRIBEAN SUPER SALE!!!

Emerald Princess - October 29 2010 S
10 Day Southern Caribbean Medley ) I: % ‘
Roundtrip Ft. Lauderdale — Aruba, Grenada, Bonaire, PRINCESS CRUISES Vi KHOSOMI\KNK
Dominica, St. Thomas & Princess Cays escape completely

Balcony Stateroom US $ 1,099

per person + taxes of $75.99

328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50015325
Georgetown

905-873-2000

Open Saturdays 10am - 3pm
www.vision2000travel.com

VISION 2000 EXCLUSIVE BONUS:
US $75 per stateroom Onboard Credit
and a Bottle of Wine

Fares apply to minimum lead-in Balcony category. Fare is in US dollars, per person, non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy.
Government fees and taxes are additional as above. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public or past
passenger discount, including shipboard credits. Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonus can be withdrawn without prior notice. Refer to the applicable

Princess Cruises’ brochure for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. Valid on promotion codes: RGC/RGD/RGE/RGF only.
Ships Registry: Bermuda.

ONLY 4-6
TREATMENTS
NEEDED!

To free you from that unwanted hair.
* Affordable * Safe * Gentle
* Permanent Hair Reduction
For Him: chest, back, shoulders, etc.
For Her: bikini, facial, underarms, etc.
Call today for a free consultation
sCertified Electrologist & Laser Technician

Ffare Slectrolysris & L aser Snc.

61 Main St. South, Georgetown 9058736388

downtowngeorgetown.com

 LASER

HAIR REMOVAL

sl
‘ GEORGETOWN
ALLIANCE CHURCH

Sunday Worship* at 10:00 am
*Nursery and Jr. Worship for children

290 Main Street (south of Maple)
905-873-0249
www.togetheratgac.com

REV. DR. JAMES COOPER

116 Main St. S., Georgetown, ON
905-877-7585

Chair-lift access available.
God’s Word for . . X .
Today’s World. Sunday's Cool' youth ministry program for ages 4 & up.

www.knoxgeorgetown.ca Service Dial-in: 905-702-1629
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 11:00 A.M.

GEORGETOWN CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
welcomes you!
Lead Pastor: Rev. Gary vanLeeuwen  Youth Pastor: Brian DeBoer
Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am & 6:00 pm Pz ‘1
11611 Trafalgar Road (north of Maple Avenue) 905'877'4322

www.gcrc.on.ca

3] KNOX
PRESBYTERIAN
x| CHURCH

Join us Sundays @ 9:30AM for a
complimentary coffee & light breakfast
item. 10:00AM Sunday Worship,
Nursery & Kids Programs
Lead Pastor: David Tapley
13619 Hwy 7 West Tel. 905-873-9652

www.gcfchurch.ca

georgetown christian
fell owship
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St. John’s Anglican Church, Stewarttown est. 1834

Trafalgar Road and 15th Sideroad -
The Friendly Little White Church on the Hill

All are Welcome to Sunday Service: 10:00 am
Interim Priest in Charge: Rev. Canon Terry DeForest

Church Office: 905-873-0235
Hilulial. l

SUNDAY SERVICES

dep
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¢ Lord’s Supper 10 A.M. * Ministry Meeting 11:00 A.M.
+ Fellowship Lunch 12:00 P.M. * Ministry Meeting 1:00 P.M.
Meeting In: Georgetown Seniors Centre
Address: 318 Guelph Street
< Phone: 905-873-1005 Website: www.haltonhillsbiblechapel.com 0 A
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