
Ind
ep

end
ent &

 Free P
ress, Tuesd

ay, A
ug

ust 31, 2010
7

Need our help? 
Your Local Adult Learning Centre offers the following part-time programs: 

 
Computer Basics for Employment 

(all year round, Georgetown, Acton & Milton ) 

10 week Computer Course content includes: 
�  Free skills assessment and orientation  �  Employment focus 

�  Introduction to MS Office Applications 
���Introduction to Email and Internet 
���Web and Employment Research 

���On-line Learning  
 
 

Read*Spell*Write* Program 
(all year round, Georgetown, Acton & Milton ) 

Improve your employment and life skills in: 
Reading  �  Writing �  Spelling  �  Basic Math 

 

 
Sheridan ACE Academic Upgrading Program ** 

(Evenings Georgetown) 

Prepare for College Entrance—Earn Grade 12 Equivalency 
Meet requirements for Apprenticeship/Pre-apprenticeship 

English - Math - Science (Biology and Chemistry) 
**ACE certificate recognized by all Ontario Colleges �

Look no further.  We can train you. 
Part-time adult upgrading. 

Tuition is FREE.  Small registration fee. 

For further information and a free assessment: 

Call:  (905) 873 2200 
www.literacynh.org 

Located at: 1857 Queen Street W. Brampton, ON. 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS
A CARLS CATERING COMPANY

905.457.2813 • WWW.ROTARYGLEN.CA

THE PERFECT EVENT AWAITS YOU AT

BANQUET &        EVENT CENTRE

For families with school-age children, 
the day after Labour Day marks the begin-
ning of a new year every bit as much as 
January 1 does— perhaps even more so.

School’s back next week. It’s a good 
time to think about the importance of 
public education.

Ontario’s education system has consid-
erable strengths, most notably our moti-
vated students and caring teachers.

But we can never ever rest on our lau-
rels. If Ontario seeks to be a leader once 
again, which surely should be our com-
mon objective, we need a culture of con-
tinuous improvement in our schools.

Canada’s new Governor-General Des-
ignate David Johnston, always a passion-
ate supporter of public education in his 
capacity as President of the University of 
Waterloo,  recently urged greater efforts to 
improve test scores. He’s absolutely right.

The Education Quality and Account-
ability Offi ce (EQAO) was created by a Pro-
gressive Conservative government in 1996 
to administer standardized testing and 
measure and report on students’ progress 
and knowledge of the Ontario curriculum. 
Testing also helps to identify areas of weak-
ness and then help students, teachers and 
parents work together to achieve success.

Often criticized in principle and prac-
tice by the Ontario Liberals while they 
were in Opposition, the EQAO survived the 
change of government in 2003. Today, the 
EQAO provides for testing in reading, writ-
ing and math for Grades 3 and 6, Grade 9 
math, and a test of literacy which students 

must pass to graduate high school.
It’s true that EQAO testing is costly at 

$32 million a year, has its limitations, and 
should never be used to criticize teachers. 

But standardized testing measures 
progress and success, and helps to encour-
age students and teachers alike to reach 
for the top.

• • •
Elizabeth Witmer, the opposition critic 

to the Minister of Education, last year, 
highlighted the need to take action against 
bullying in our schools. 

She raised awareness by outlining 
the nature and scope of the problem, 
and offered constructive suggestions to 
help solve it. In response, the Legislature 
passed a resolution declaring the third 
week of November as “Bullying Awareness 
and Prevention Week.” 

As the new school year begins, the Min-
istry of Education and our school boards 
need to make plans to implement her rec-
ommendations.

 —Ted Arnott is the MPP for 
Wellington-Halton Hills

Standardized testing should remain

Ted
Arnott
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