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“Candidate shortage

With less than 30 days remaining for candi-
@ dates to register to run in this fall's municipal
 election, there’s a disturbing absence of willing
2 participants at both of Halton’s school boards.
< At the Halton District School Board, 11 trust-
é ees are to be elected on Monday, Oct. 25 — four
$each in Burlington and Oakville, two in Milton
@and one in Halton Hills.

£ Since candidate registration opened in Janu-
ary, only 10 people have put their names forward
for consideration— three each in Oakville and
Burlington and two each in Milton and Halton
Hills.

The picture isn't any brighter at the Halton
Catholic District School Board, where another
nine school trustee positions are to be elected,
but only eight candidates have emerged— three
in Oakville, two each in Burlington and Milton
and one in Halton Hills.

If the election were held today, Oakville would
have two vacant seats and six acclaimed candi-
dates, while Burlington would have two vacant
seats and five acclamations. Milton would re-
cord two acclaimed trustees, while Halton Hills
would have one trustee elected unchallenged.

So, what's at the root of all this apathy?

Could the modest annual trustee remunera-
tion of about $13,000 at the public board and
$11,000 at the Catholic board— slightly more for
the chair and vice-chair positions— plus a small
constituency budget be driving good people
away from what can amount to a full-time job?

Or, perhaps it’s the sense that ever since the
Province grabbed greater control over educa-
tion’s purse strings, trustees feel powerless to
effect the changes that matter most to the com-
munity that elected them.

There is also a third explanation.

It's possible that in our increasingly hurried
lives, fewer citizens feel strongly enough about
the importance of education to actually step up
and help make the system better. For our kids’
sake, we hope that’s not the case in Halton.

However, if no more candidates register, then
the school boards— and Province— will have
some explaining to do.

s, Tue
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Halton Hills a
‘desirable’ place

Dear editor;

I was bemused by William Kelley’s
July 20 letter (Acton resident ques-
tions move).

First of all, if Mr. Kelley was
shocked to see that Achilles Mazda
had moved, then he apparently has
not been paying attention to the local
media in his chosen “small town”.
The intended move has been re-
ported and known about for months.
From my point of view, the absence
of a car dealership in Acton is not a
problem. I don’t know whether that
particular dealership was a success-
ful one, but it was clearly seriously
congested and frankly T found it to be
something of an eyesore.

More notably, Mr. Kelley states
that he moved to Acton five years ago
looking for a small town in which
to raise a family. If he wants a small
town environment, why then would
he complain about the greenbelt re-
strictions that will tend to keep Acton
that way?

As a 42-year resident of Halton
Hills (Georgetown, Glen Williams,
and now Acton), I have never felt that
our taxes, service level, and treatment

from the Region, were problematic.
Nor do I think that most long-term
residents in these communities, as
well as in Limehouse or Norval, have
any concerns about the spectre of a
“ghost town”.

Halton Hills has become a highly
desirable part of the GTA as local
Realtors seem to be quick to confirm.
If Mr. Kelley decides to rectify his
mistake by leaving, I suggest it will
be his loss.

Allan Ewing, Acton

Ex-mayor had vision

Dear editor,

The June 28 article about Cedar-
vale Park now becoming a heritage
site was nicely done. However, you
failed to give credit where credit is
due.

I was surprised that the original
history of how Cedarvale Park was
purchased was not important to
print. Bill Smith, former mayor of
Georgetown, not only had a vision
for growth, but was the mastermind
behind purchasing Cedarvale Park.
He had a keen ability to envision
future growth and needs for this
community. Despite some opposition,
he lobbied to purchase the property
for $80,000 and had friends clear
and cut the grass so that Georgetown
children had a place to play. Mr.

Smith played an integral part of the
growth and community spirit that we
now enjoy.

It would be fair to include him as
part of the Cedarvale history and at
least give an honourable mention to
the man who gave much to this town.

Derrick Williams, Georgetown

Businesses ‘great’

Dear editor,

I would like to say how great the
businesses in Georgetown are.

While recently babysitting my
grandchildren, I was able to take
them to a free community barbecue
on Saturday and the Big Daddy Fes-
tival on Sunday. We all had a great
time at both events and I thank all
who made it such a fun family time.

Gloria Buckley and family
Georgetown

MPP’s support ‘odd’

Dear editor,

I find it odd that MPP Ted Arnott,
among others, was there to celebrate
the opening of the new licensing of-
fice while he possibly did nothing to
either support the existing dealer or
stop another local long-term business
from being forced to close.

If so, bravo to our local PC MPP.

Paul Madonia, Georgetown
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