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SPORTS & LEISURE

Heading into last week’s Ontar-
io senior women’s championship 
tournament, Mary Ann Hayward 
was concerned about the rust fac-
tor after taking a year off from 
competitive golf.

Turns out the only ones who 
should have been worried were 
those in the rest of the fi eld, as Hay-
ward cruised to a 10-stroke victory 
at The Club at North Halton— her 
home course— at times making 
shots that showed why she’s in the 
Canadian Golf Hall of Fame.

The 50-year-old Hayward (for-
merly Lapointe, having recently 
reverted back to her maiden name) 
took a four-shot lead after round 
one with a three-under-par and fol-
lowed that with a pair of 74s to fi n-
ish at plus one for the tourney in 
her debut as a senior.

Hayward nearly closed out the 
win with a hole-in-one after her tee 
shot on the par-3 18th hole lipped 
out of the cup in front of dozens 
of spectators watching from the 
clubhouse terrace. She fi red her 
cap to the ground in mock disgust, 
then calmly strode up to the green 
alongside longtime caddie Dave 
Mulholland and rolled in a 10-foot 
putt for her third birdie on the 18th 
in as many days.

“I could see my game building 
during the club championships last 
weekend and it really came through 
in the fi rst round,” she said.

“The second and third days 
weren’t so good. I think I started to 
get a little tired because it was a lot 
of golf for me, but there were defi -
nitely a lot of positives. It exceeded 
my expectations, let’s put it that 
way. My goal is to peak in October 
and hopefully this was the start.”

The 14-time Ontario women’s 
mid-amateur champion will play in 
the Canadian Senior Women’s Am-
ateur Championship Aug. 23-26 in 
Parksville, B.C. and the U.S. senior 

women’s event in Fort Myers, Flor-
ida Oct. 9-14, but her competitive 
schedule won’t nearly be as busy as 
it was in the past.

Although Hayward oversees the 
Golf Association of Ontario’s elite 
programs as its High Performance 
Sport Development Co-ordinator, 
the job description doesn’t involve 
on-course coaching or playing.

“Working fi ve or six days a week 
doesn’t leave a lot of time for golf. 
You just have to make time for it,” 
said Hayward, who moved to Au-
rora from Georgetown in June in 
order to be closer to the GAO’s head 
offi ce in Uxbridge.

“I’ll be on the road a lot for the 
next little while with (GAO) teams 
and other commitments, but I try 
to do something every day, even if 
it’s only for a half an hour. I did it 
when I had two little kids running 
around, so I fi gure I can do it now 
that they’re grown up.”

North Halton’s Julie Green 
placed in a tie for 10th with a 54-
hole total of 239, while Gloria Sin-
clair, who received an achievement 
award from the GAO last week for 
her volunteer work and on-course 
accomplishments, fi nished in a tie 
for 22nd at 246.

Shane Scott of the Halton Hills Bulldogs shakes free of an Elora Mohawk defender during the 
second period in game one of the Ontario Lacrosse Association Jr. B championship series Friday 
night in Georgetown. Scott’s scoring attempt was nullifi ed by a crease violation but the Bulldogs 
held on to prevail 14-11 and then won 9-8 in overtime Sunday in Elora to take a 2-0 lead in the 
best-of-5 series heading into game three tonight at the Alcott Arena. Photo by Eamonn Maher

Final-year forward Nic Grasby scored 
his second winning goal of the series in 
overtime Sunday night to give the Halton 
Hills Bulldogs a 9-8 triumph and a 2-0 se-
ries lead over the host Elora Mohawks in 
their best-of-5 Ontario Lacrosse Associa-
tion Jr. B championship matchup.

With a victory tonight (Tuesday) on their 
home fl oor, the Bulldogs will represent 
this province in next week’s Founders Cup 
national fi nals tournament in Etobicoke. 
Game time is 8 p.m. at the Alcott Arena.

The teams played in front of near-ca-
pacity crowds in the fi rst two games of the 
series and fans were treated to back-and-
forth momentum surges, with leads chang-
ing hands on several occasions.

In Friday’s series opener in Georgetown, 
the ’Dogs trailed 6-4 in the second period 
before reeling off six straight goals, only to 
watch the Western Conference-champion 
Mohawks come back to tie the score at 11 
late in the fi nal frame.

That set up the dramatics for Grasby, 
who took a quick pass from Jordan Dance 
and deposited his shot over Elora goalie 

Ricky McGarr’s shoulder with 2:34 remain-
ing in regulation. The hosts added two 
more late goals to win 14-11, outshooting 
the Mohawks 61-37 in total while going 4 
for 6 on the power play.

Dance and Dylan Gilbert had hat tricks 
for the Bulldogs, with Grasby (2), Brendan 
MacDonald (2), Bradley Kri, Pete Laidlaw, 
Mike MacDonald and Justin Reid round-
ing out the scoring.

Sunday’s contest was another thriller, 
with Dance scoring with just under a min-
ute left in the third to give Halton Hills a 
brief 8-7 lead before the Mohawks forced 
overtime in front of about 1,200 spectators. 
Mike MacDonald (2), Grasby (2), Michael 
Licata, Ethan O’Connor Jayson Crawford 
and Brendan MacDonald 

If game four is required, it will be played 
Friday in Elora at 8 p.m., and game fi ve 
would be held Saturday in Georgetown at 
7:30 p.m.

Mary Ann Hayward returned from a 
year’s hiatus to run away from the 
fi eld with a 10-shot margin of victory 
at last week’s Golf Association of On-
tario Senior Women’s Championship 
at The Club at North Halton.

Photo by Claire Welsh

Hayward dominates
in GAO senior debut

‘Dogs up 2-0 on Mohawks

By EAMONN MAHER
Staff Writer

Win tonight secures berth
in national championships
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