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THE RETIREMENT 
OPTION OF CHOICE

Ruth’s Appointment Calendar
Used To Be The TV Guide

To find out more call Greenway at 
905-799-7273 or visit www.chartwellreit.ca

Afew years ago, Ruth used to
go to the movies with

friends. After losing her driver’s
license, new TV shows were the
only things that broke up her
day to day routine.

Now that Ruth lives in a
Chartwell residence, she’s learned
how to use the game system
instead oft he TV remote control
and every day is filled with new
friends and experiences.

Now her calendar is full

100 Ken Whillans Drive, Brampton, ON

ANTIQUE APPRAISAL DAY
Wednesday, August 11th - 2pm - 4pm

Discover what your valuables MAY be worth!
Limited space - Call to reserve today!

Refreshments will be served.

361 Guelph St. (Hwy. #7), Georgetown 

www.conceptford.com
905-873-1626905-873-1626

CCOONCENCEPPTT
WE WON’T LOSE A CUSTOMER OVER PRICEWE WON’T LOSE A CUSTOMER OVER PRICE

CCOONCENCEPPTT

Mike Portelli Vintage Car Show1st 1st 
AnnualAnnual

Saturday, Aug. 14
10am - 2pm

All makes and models welcome!
FREE VIP parking for your classic car!

E-mail kfox@conceptford.ca
to reserve your space.

Everyone Welcome
COME OUT AND TAKE A LOOK!

LOTS OF CLASSIC FORD
MUSTANGS AND VINTAGE CARS

                                HAMBURGERS
                              &  COLD DRINKS!       
freefree
bbq!bbq!

Highlights
 • Prizes for Best in Show

 • Raffl e for Shelby

Mustang Jacket

 • Vintage Mustangs

Displayed in our

Showroom

 • Over $10,000 worth of   

Mustang and Ford

Apparel  & Accessories

 • ONE DAY ONLY

Roush parts orders at   

Employee Pricing

 • BBQ Hamburgers

 & Cold Drinks

RAFFLES AND PRIZES INCLUDING
A FORD MUSTANG JACKET!

Forever part of the team. LG

Halton Hills’s assessment ratio 
changed only marginally last year, but 
enough for Mayor Rick Bonnette to 
call it a “good news story.”

Municipalities rely on taxes gener-
ated from the assessment of properties 
to pay for Town operations and capi-
tal spending. But if that is assessment 
base is predominantly residential, it 
can create a burden on homeowners 
who have to reach into their wallet to 
pay increasing tax bills.

In 2009, the residential versus non-
residential (commercial/industrial) as-
sessment was set at 89.6%:10.4%. In 
2008, that ratio was 90.3%:9.7% and in 
2007, it was 90.7%:9.3%.

Halton Hills’s assessment ratio is 
the highest residential ratio of the four 
Halton municipalities. Milton and Bur-
lington both sit at 82:18% and Oakville 
is 86:14.

“It’s sort of good news and bad 
news,” said the mayor at a recent coun-
cil meeting. “The good news is that we 
have increased our non-residential as-
sessment from 2007 to now it’s over 
10 per cent. But when you compare to 
anywhere else in the region, we are by 
far the lowest, and when you compare 
us to municipalities in the GTA, we’re 
probably near the lowest in (non-resi-
dential) assessment.”

Bonnette blamed the lack of com-
mercial/industrial growth on the high 
development charges imposed by Hal-
ton Region. He pointed to the assess-
ment ratios in Guelph (83:17) and Wel-
lington County (not part of the survey), 
where there are lower DCs.

“Halton Region has to realize that 
Guelph and Wellington (are) our com-
petitors. We have had businesses that 
have come here and looked around but 
they have gone to Guelph or Brantford 
(81:19),” he said.

This is why Halton Hills council 
and its regional councillors recently 
went to bat for two Acton companies 
facing high Halton Region water and 
wastewater servicing costs for planned 
storage expansions— even though they 
had no plans to use the services.

“This council has been very ada-
mant in protecting the industries we do 
have,” he said. “It’s very frustrating.”

He pointed out the 401 Corridor is 
a ‘work in progress’, but if the Town 
hadn’t helped to upfront servicing costs 
there six years ago, “we would have 
been really stagnant. At least we’ve 
seen some growth, and some develop-
ment, but we still have a ways to go.”

In a 2009 BMA Management Con-
sulting Inc.’s Municipal Study, which 
surveyed more than 80 towns on its 
residential vs. non-residential assess-
ment ratio, Halton Hills ranked below 
the average (86:14).

By CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

Assessment ratio better...but still low
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