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Changing the paint colour of your front 
door is the simplest way to open your home 
to a new look, says leading Canadian paint 
brand CIL Paints. 

Popular exterior colours this summer 
include refreshing, saturated shades like 
aquamarines, lime greens and yellows, and 
coral-based reds. Building on the classic 
exterior colours, also in style are burgundy, 
ash gray, copper brown, near black and clay 
earth tones.

“When it comes to home improvements, 
maintaining the exterior of a house is just 
as important as the interior, if not more 
important, since the outside is what makes 
the fi rst and often lasting  impression,” said 
Martin Tustin-Fuchs, Marketing Manager 
for CIL Paints. He explained that an attrac-
tive exterior not only adds curbside appeal 
to a home, but increases the market value of 
the property as well.

 Adding a punch colour to the front door 
will instantly brighten up a house at little 
cost, Tustin-Fuchs emphasizes.  “To choose 
the right colour for your front entrance, take 
into account the colour of your roof, brick, 
siding, landscaping and the homes around 
you,” he said. 

 Then, apply a lighter shade of the front 
door colour, or a neutral hue, to your win-
dow frames, trim, eavestroughs, siding 
and garage door to complete your exterior 
makeover. Make sure that the vinyl siding is 
painted in light colours only and never in a 
colour darker than the original as this may 
cause warping, he said. 

 Once you’ve decided on colours, CIL of-

fers these tips to ensure a fail-proof exterior 
paint job:

 • Surface preparation can make or break 
your project, so ensure it’s done properly.  

• Priming the exterior of your home is 
key because it seals new or bare surfaces, in-
creases adhesion of the paint and prevents 
it from blistering, cracking and peeling, im-
proves colour retention and fade resistance, 
controls growth of new mildew and covers 
chalky or weathered surfaces.  

• When painting the outside of a house, 
always follow a plan. Work from the top 
down, painting fascia boards, gutters and 
eavestroughs fi rst, then the walls and down-
spouts, then the trim. 

• As a general rule, temperatures for 
painting should range from 10°C to 32°C – 
with the ideal temperature between 15°C to 
25°C – but there are some exceptions

For more information about exterior 
painting tips visit www.cil.ca or call 1-800-
387-3767.

Give your house a new look with paint
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