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On Third Line, between 10 and 
15 Sideroads, snow fencing lines a 
stretch of road on both sides with 
large red warning signs posted.

The fencing is there to protect resi-
dents from a hazardous mammoth 
plant called giant hogweed (hera-
cleum mantegazzianum). This Scotch 
Block site is home to a massive infes-
tation of the plant, which can cause 
photo-dermatitis or photosensitivity. 
The contact with its clear sap can 

Scaling new heights
Kyle Thomson, 12, gingerly works his way 
up the rock climbing wall at the Halton Re-
gional Police Services organized Mentoring 
Youth (leadership) Camp, at St. Catherine of 
Alexandria Catholic School Tuesday. Known 
as MY Camp, the program fosters positive 
opportunities for youth through mentoring, 
education and relationship building with the 
police and the community. Developed by the 
team of Educational Services police offi cers, 
MY Camp offers a fun camp-style environ-
ment, for Halton youth entering Grades 7 
and 8.                           Photo by Ted Brown

Residents warned: Beware the poisonous hogweed

Town can allocate (some) water for growth
Soon the water tap will turn on in 

Georgetown, and many developers are 
lining up to jump into the pool.

At Monday’s council meeting, Hal-
ton Hills Director of Planning and Sus-
tainability Bruce MacLean announced 
that Halton Region has confi rmed the 
Town will be able to allocate 1,200 
SDEs to the development industry for 
construction of homes and businesses 
in the near future.

An SDE— Single Detached Equiva-
lent— is how a water system capacity 
is measured. It combines both the wa-
ter and wastewater services using the 
daily average volume of water used 
and discharged in a three-bedroom 
single detached household— about 1 

cubic metre/day.
Georgetown is serviced by water 

from a groundwater well system but 
that capacity has been constrained. 
The last time, a signifi cant amount of 
water was released for construction 
occurred in 2005. For several years, 
Halton Region has been doing studies 
on expansions and improvements to 
the well fi eld system at Cedarvale and 
Lindsay Ct. (still ongoing).

But earlier this year Halton Region 
received a conditional permit to take 
water from the Cedarvale well fi eld. 
Permission was given for 2,400 SDEs 
but that’s conditional on monitoring of 
the fi rst 1,200 SDEs released for devel-
opment— and the results must satisfy 
the Ministry of Environment before 
the remainder is allocated. 

The 1,200 SDEs will be divided 

three ways: 
• 750 to a residential pool for hous-

ing units in Georgetown South; 
• 250 to a residential infi ll pool in 

old Georgetown and hamlets
• 200 to a non-residential  (industri-

al, commercial and institutional) pool
“The three pools are designed to as-

sist in covering all needs in the com-
munity,” said Director of Planning and 
Sustainability Bruce MacLean. “Stra-
tegically, we believe we’ve covered all 
our bases. The problem is we don’t 
have all the water we need.”

Some of the developments in the 
queue include more than 800 units in 
Georgetown South, 184 units on the 
former Upper Canada College lands 
off Hwy. 7, 142 Eden Oak townhouses 

By CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

By CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

Research is being done on this batch of giant hogweed located on Third Line in Halton 
Hills.                                                                                            Photo by Ted Brown

See DEVELOPERS, pg. 3 

See RESIDENTS, pg. 12
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