By LISATALLYN
Staff Writer

With a flap of its wings the
creech owl was airborne, soar-
ing off towards the woods.

Dan Frankian couldn’t have
gbeen happier to see the owl he
© dubbed “Little Boo Boo” fly out
S of his hands Monday, because it
® meant he had been successful in
« rehabilitating another bird.

t The owl didn't get too far
o, . .
Oduring the first release min-
® utes earlier, flying into a nearby
S bush, but on the second try, it
£ was gone.

“It’s a lot of fun, when I get to
this point, literally, 'm bouncing
up and down,” said Frankian,
owner of Hawkeye Bird and An-
imal Control Inc. (www.hawk-
eye.ca) who took the injured
bird into his care in December
after area resident Fiona Reid
found the owl by the side of
15 Sideroad while driving into
Georgetown.

“He was hunched down. I
could see his little ear tufts, so
I went back to investigate,” said
Reid. “I picked him up, he was
very, very passive, his eyes were
closed the whole time.”

Thinking warming the owl
up would help, Reid snuggled
the bird inside her coat and
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kept him there as she did her er-
rands.

She took the bird home, tried
to give it some water, but wasn't
having any luck.

“I thought it had probably
been hit. It seemed very tired,
lethargic, rather than about to
die. It was still holding on.”

Reid called around to see if
anyone knew how to care for
the bird, and was told about
Frankian, who lives nearby on
Regional Road 25.

She took the bird to Franki-
an, a falconer, who immediately
took it into his care.

Frankian’s company rehabili-
tates injured birds of prey and
removes pests such as pigeons,
geese, raccoons and skunks. He
uses birds of prey to chase birds
out of airports, landfills, corpo-
rate and industrial areas, and
wineries. He has worked as far
away as Thailand and Ecqua-
dor.

He said when he took the owl
in, it (he’s not sure if it's male or
female) was “totally dehydrat-
ed,” had eaten very little, if any,
food in a while, had a sprained
wing and an infection.

He put a tube down the bird’s
throat to give it some water,
made a splint for its wing, and

Owl takes flight after 8-month recovery

put the owl in a 6x8x8 ft. solid-
walled cage with a skylight.

When the owl first arrived
Frankian said he had to force-
feed it. It was fed every couple
of hours around the clock, but
eventually it got healthier and
stronger.

Soon he began a sort of bird
physiotherapy with it. He would
put the bird’s food— quail— on
the ground initially. Then as
the bird got stronger, the food
would be placed on progres-
sively higher perches, forcing
the bird to fly to get it, making
it stronger.

“Going straight up for a bird
is like doing chin-ups for us,”
said Frankian.

Frankian estimates he’s res-
cued 252 birds over the years.

“If T do better than 50 per
cent (survival rate), 'm happy.”

Frankian isn’t concerned the
owl will not know how to sur-
vive in the wild, because it was
doing just that before it was in-
jured.

“It knows what to do. It’s got
four months to get its game in
gear.”

He said the bird left with a
full stomach, as they had been
stuffing it with food for the past
three days.
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Tea time fun

Sarah Pell, manager of Crawford’s Country Gardens, conducts a
perennial demonstration during the recent United Way Tea at the
Manor fundraising event held at a private home in Limehouse. The
event featured a home tour, strawberry social, music, art displays

and more.
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Paget enters Ward 2 race

The race is on in Ward 2.

Former  Halton  Hills
Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent Norm Paget has filed
nomination papers yesterday
(Wednesday) to run against
Ward 2 incumbents Bryan
Lewis and Joan Robson.

There are election races

T

now in Ward 2, Ward 4, and
for Halton Hills public school
trustee in the Oct. 25 munici-
pal election.

The deadline to file as a
candidate is Sept. 10. For
more details go to www.hal-
tonhills.ca and click on Elec-
tion 2010.
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Volkswagen’s VOLKSFEST is the perfect time to discover your own award-winner. Start off by test-driving one of our award-winning models — from which
there are plenty to choose. Then marvel at their combination of Autobahn-ready performance, innovative safety features and solid, robust construction.
And next? Choose your own car of the year. At Georgetown Volkswagen, its really that simple.

Georgetown Volkswagen

203 Guelph St.
905.877.5285

*Limited time finance offer available on purchase of a new 2010 Jetta 2.5 or 2010 Jetta TDI Clean Diesel through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit. Base MSRP of $23,927 for a new 2010 Jetta 2.5 base model with 5-spd manual trans., INCLUDING $1,365 freight
and PDI, $29 EHF (tires), $100 air conditioning tax, $5 OMVIC fee, $58 PPSA and $195 dealer administrative charge. 0% APR for 66 months equals $362.53 per month. Down payment or equivalent trade-in may also be required at signing. Cost of borrowing is $0 for
a fotal obligation of $23,927. License, insurance, registration, options and other applicable taxes are extra. 2010 Jetta 2.5 as shown is $30,935 with options and accessories. **Up to $750 rebate for recent college or university graduates. Certain conditions apply.
Receive up to $500 towards Volkswagen Original Accessories, with the lease or purchase of any new 2010 Jetta model. Certain conditions apply. No cash value. Excludes labour and tires. All offers end July 31, 2010, and are subject to change or cancellation without notice.
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