Jay Fleming of Georgetown had
the chance over the Christmas
holidays to meet the German man
who received his bone marrow.
Pictured in Germany are from left
Jay, Stefan Rinn (the bone marrow
. recipient) Angela Fleming (Jay's
. wife) and Stephan Schmiesing
(Stefan’s stepson).
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Donation changed men’s lives
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Doctors chose to go ahead with the
transplant and in July 2008 at McMaster
University Medical Centre Fleming donat-
ed his bone marrow.

The marrow was taken from his iliac
crest (pelvic bones) under general anes-
thesia in July 2008.

Fleming said it was “pretty painful” and
he was on Tylenol 4s for about a week af-
terward. “It’s more than just pain. It takes
a lot out of you,” he said.

Despite the pain, Fleming is glad he do-
nated his bone marrow.

“Words cannot explain how life chang-
ing this is,” said Fleming. He said it's made
him realize just how important good health
is and how lucky people are to have it.

“Don’t take anything for granted be-
cause you never know what’s going to hap-
pen,” he said.

When Fleming donated his bone mar-
row he didn’t know who the recipient was,
but a year after the match the One Match
Stem Cell and Marrow Network sent out
queries to the two men.

Both were interested in learning who
the other was, and email addresses were
exchanged.

Fleming and Rinn, who doesn’t speak
English, initially met through email, they
corresponded, and over the last Christmas
holiday Jay and his wife Angela decided to
fly to Germany to surprise Stefan.

Stefan’s family knew they were coming,
but he had no idea.

“He didn’t know who we were,” said
Jay. But when he learned who he was, “he
gave me a big hug.”

“I call him my blood brother, and I also
told my mom she has a new son,” said
Fleming.

He said Rinn is doing well and getting

stronger every day. His leukemia is in re-

mission Fleming said. Rinn and his wife
are hoping to visit Fleming and his wife
this summer.

Rinn’s wife said after the bone marrow
transplant her husband is “totally normal,
like any other person,” and he no longer
requires medication.

“We are so happy,” said Rinn’s wife. “1
cannot tell you. It's so great, so fantastic.
Angela and Jay are wonderful people.”

In a bone marrow transplant a person’s
diseased marrow is replaced with healthy
marrow from a donor. To prepare for the
transplant the recipient is usually given
high doses of radiation and or chemother-
apy to destroy the diseased marrow.

A variety of disorders and diseases are
treated with stem cell transplants includ-
ing blood-related diseases such as leuke-
mia, aplastic anemia and inherited im-
mune system and metabolic disorders.

Mary Lynn Pride of OneMatch said in
Canada there are about 800 people await-
ing a stem cell/bone marrow transplant,
and only 30 per cent of patients will find a
match within their family.

“Their best hope is finding a match
within their own ethnic community,” said
Pride.

The One Match network is linked to 63
different registries around the world.

In Canada more than 250,000 people
have registered to be bone marrow do-
nors, and worldwide there are more than
13 million registered donors.

“There is always a great need,”
Pride.

“It is a great need for all diverse com-
munities, especially younger people,” she
said.

For more information go to www.one-
match.ca
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Heritage Decks Ltd.

Heritage Decks specializes in the design and construction of custom cedar decks and built-in spas.
\QEvery Heritage deck is meticulously constructed with top quality material and totally original design.
Call for a free cheerful estimate. Ask about our lifetime warranty! ‘Shop Local'

See customer testimonials and pictures at www.heritagedecks.com

905-873-0368
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Lifetime
Warranty

GEORGETOWN

Great Variety of

“1i Baskets
N o

GARDEN CENTRE

140 GUELPH ST. 905-877-8882

(The former Georgetown Fruit Market building)

All Box Plants

SALE 99¢

Mixed Planters & Window Boxes
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(Reg. $1.29)
4/Pack

and up
FLOWERS & PLANTS FORTHE GARDEN
Geraniums “Huge * Large Sire
di SpLE " Perennial Plants
3 $ 1 Hydrangeas
Black Eyed Susans

each Delphinium

(Reg. $2.49) Shashta Daisies

Full vibrant flowers from
cuttings, not seeds!

Rose of Sharon
Hibiscus & more
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LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES
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$1.99
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EXOTIC PLANTS
" +Hibiscus * Fushia
 Mandervill
o *Bougianilea
3%+ Passion Flower
* Dipledenia

Fresh Cut Bougquets

Carnations, Daisies

Arrangements of

or Exotic Blends
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Road North e-mail: hassellsauto@bellnet.ca
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'2006 MAZDA 3 GT
Loaded, 2.3L, A/C, 90,000 kms

2006 MAZDA 3 GT
Loaded, 2.3L, A/C, 103,000 kms

www.hassellautomotive.com

10,300

2005 MAZDA 3
Base, Auto, A/C, 120,000 kms

9,200
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