Tire pressure savvy grows

The number of personal vehicles rolling
on improperly inflated tires has fallen dra-
matically since 2003, advancing both road
safety and fuel efficiency, according to a
comprehensive study released by the Rub-
ber Association of Canada (RAC)

The study, conducted for the RAC
by DesRosiers Automotive Consultants,
found that 49 per cent of the vehicles in-
spected had at least one tire that was un-
der- or over-inflated.

In 2003, a similar RAC driver survey
found that 71 per cent of vehicles tested
had one or more improperly inflated tire.
The percentage of drivers with one or
more tires severely under-inflated by 20
per cent or more, a potentially hazardous
condition, also declined significantly to 10
per cent from 23 per cent in 2003.

The survey’s not-so-good news is that
fewer Canadian drivers (30 per cent versus
39 per cent in 2003) are taking monthly
measurements to ensure their tires are
inflated to the vehicle manufacturer’s rec-
ommendation, a practice that is critical
to ensuring optimum tire safety, perfor-
mance and fuel efficiency.

The RAC attributed the rising number
of vehicles with properly inflated tires
to the dramatic upswing in winter tire
changeovers in recent years, public edu-
cation about the fuel efficiency benefits of
proper tire inflation and the growing use
of tire pressure monitoring systems.

The survey, which was national in scope,
tested driver knowledge and attitudes

about tire inflation and maintenance. Mo-
torists in Vancouver, Calgary, Winnipeg,
Toronto, Sherbrooke and Fredericton
were interviewed at service stations by en-
gineering students, who also checked tire
inflation levels and tread depth.

The study also found that significantly
higher numbers of Canadian drivers un-
derstand that tire under-inflation wastes
fuel. When asked why tire inflation was
important, the top two reasons cited by
four in five drivers surveyed were safety
and fuel efficiency. In 2003, the top two
reasons given were safety and longer tire
life.

While the survey’s findings clearly show
that Canadian drivers are more knowl-
edgeable about their tires, the study also
revealed major information gaps that need
to be filled.

The survey, for example, found that,
while 52 per cent of drivers knew how to
locate the vehicle manufacturer’s recom-
mended tire pressure (owner’s manual
or vehicle placard), nine per cent did not
know and 26 per cent wrongly believed
that the pressure stamped on the sidewall,
which refers to the maximum pressure a
tire can contain under maximum load,
was the recommended inflation level.

As well, 59 per cent of drivers inter-
viewed made the serious mistake of rely-
ing on a visual inspection to tell them if
their tire pressures should be measured.
In fact, a tire can be under-or over inflated
by 20 per cent or more and look normal.
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Loyalty Can Be Costly

Shopping Around Still The Key To Saving On Car Insurance

~

How Much Is Your Loyalty Discount Really Worth?

If you're like most consumers, you worry that switching insurance companies means losing your
“loyalty discount”. The truth is that switching insurance companies may cause you to lose your
loyalty discount (if you had one in the first place), but that doesn’t necessarily mean you'll pay
more for car insurance or that you can’t save a bundle in the end. The fact is, some insurance
companies may provide a small discount on your premium if you've been with them for a long time
— but that small discount can quickly become irrelevant if another company has a rate for you that is
significantly less than what you're currently paying. After all, what good is 5% off of an annual rate of $1,500
(a $75 savings) if you could pay $1,100 (a $400 savings) with another company?

How Much Do Rates Really Differ Across Companies?

The rates charged by different insurance companies to insure the same driver, with the same car,
for the same coverage, can vary by hundreds and even thousands of dollars. And with so many
insurance companies providing car insurance in Ontario, odds are you are not currently insured with the
company that offers the best rate for your driving profile. This is where InsuranceHotline.com can help by
providing an independent, unbiased rate comparison from over 30 top insurance companies to find you the
lowest rate available for your profile. Even better, once your lowest rate is found, InsuranceHotline.com
can connect you with a licensed insurance broker or agent to seal the deal. It’s Fast, Safe and FREE.

Start Saving Your Money Now

InsuranceHotline.com helps you save your money by making insurance companies compete for your
business. With free quotes from over 30 top insurance companies, InsuranceHotline.com is the simplest
and easiest way to make sure you aren’t overpaying for your car insurance. So don’t wait another minute.
Go online to InsuranceHotline.com and start saving your money now.
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Upgrade your ride.

Get out of your lease and into
another car with a LeaseBusters.com
approved dealership.

With over 3,000 cars to pick from, its easy to find a great deal.

Plus, with over 200,000 visitors a month, you’ll find someone
to take over your lease in no time.

aoo OVER
o e e ot Tt s 3,000 CARS

busters.com/en/default.asp
Bl Aboutu

Contact us

“ Site Map
Info@Ieasebusters.com
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Want out of your lease?
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LB Quick Stats

Not thinking of getting out?
...think again!

We currently have more buyers than sellers, so now’s the time
to get out of your lease. Even if you weren’t thinking about getting
out of your lease, now could be the best time.

Go to LeaseBusters.com Today

for a FREE EVALUATION of Your Lease.

Over 100,000 successful lease take-overs since 1990!
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