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With area schools now out for the summer
% holidays and local students about to enjoy the
Znext two months free from educational con-
o3 straints, we hope local adults take heed on two
5 fronts.

¢ First, summertime should be a time of fun
‘%%for area youngsters. However, that time of fun
< also means a time of heightened attentiveness
for drivers.

It takes only a split second for a tragedy to
occur.

Area kids will be out in full force over the
next couple months on bikes, skateboards,
Rollerblades and on foot. That means drivers
should use extra caution when traversing our
roadways.

A moment’s distraction on either the part of
a youngster on a bicycle or a driver can spell
disaster.

Secondly, a new survey by the Heart and
Stroke Foundation of Ontario found the ma-
jority of kids in the Greater Toronto Area
(GTA) will be missing out on physical activity
this summer, as parents scramble to find child
care solutions once school is out.

According to the Heart and Stroke Founda-
tion, parents face the harsh realities of juggling
cost, safety and work schedules over finding
solutions that allow their kids to be active.

The survey found that working and cash-
strapped parents of school-age kids placed
greater importance on finding programs that
are affordable, convenient or safe than ones
that promoted physical activity.

With child obesity rates hovering near 28
per cent in Ontario the survey found only one
in five children will be spending time swim-
ming, one in seven in day camps, and one in
eight in organized sports this summer.

It is incumbent upon governments at both
the provincial and municipal levels to develop
processes, both through the public and private
sector, to make it easier for parents to make
healthy choices for their kids and to ensure
physical activity is part of their children’s
lives— whether they are in school or out.
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WEB POLL RESULTS

Do you support Halton
municipalities incorporating
bicycle lanes into any future

plans for area roadways?

® Yes (67%)

* No (33%)
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Student is eager
to give back

Dear editor,

As a Grade 10 student at Christ the
King, I was able to participate in the
YPI project. The YPI (Youth Philan-
thropy Initiative) project is an oppor-
tunity for Grade 10 civics students to
pick a charity they are interested in,
create a dynamic presentation and
have the chance to compete against
their classmates to win $5,000 for the
charity they chose.

My group chose to represent
Halton Women'’s Place, which pro-
vides area women with safe shelter,
counselling and many other forms of
support.

Through working with this charity
and YPI, I learned more about myself,
being an active citizen and a good-
role model to other students as well as
becoming more aware of social issues.

The reason I am writing to you is I
have decided to take the YPI project
off of school campus and into my
community!

My 16th birthday is right around
the corner and I am hosting a huge
birthday bash with all of my friends.
In lieu of getting gifts, T will collect
donations which will be given to

Halton Women'’s Place (in the form
of gift certificates for grocery stores)
for their clients when they leave the
shelters.

I would like to say thank you to
Halton Women'’s Place for supporting
the project and for their outstanding
efforts in the community and Mrs.
Campanelli, my Civics teacher, for
giving me the opportunity to realize
that I really can make a difference
in my community and for giving me
the chance to be the best citizen I can
possibly be.

I will continue to raise awareness
and be a leader and hopefully get
more of my peers to do the same!

Alex Brennan, Georgetown

Walk drew 1,000

Dear editor,

Re: ALS walk.

So far $140K was raised and funds
continue to come in.

Our community came through
again, big time, with at least 1,000
people, plus 25 dogs. Halton Hills
continues to show what a big heart
can do to support the fight against
ALS and give hope to the patients
and their families who are dealing
with this disease.

Thank you to...the schools,
churches, community service clubs,
corporate sponsors, volunteers of

all ages, face painters, pledgers and
walkers, you make this walk a suc-
cess.

A special thank you to our local
talented D.J., Salty Dog aka Andrew
Salt and comic juggler Craig Douglas
and Michael the bagpiper who led
the whole 4 km walk piping all the
way! The Georgetown Kinsmen Club
cooked more than 1,400 hot dogs.
Thanks again to Mayor Rick Bon-
nette our great master of ceremonies.

Last but not least, a final note of
appreciation to our co-ordinating
committee who have worked so hard
again since January to pull this event
together: Darlene and Jeff Suther-
land, Jana McDonald, Jennifer Mar-
tinec, Rob Blackburn, Abbie Vechter,
David Scurr, Rosemary Hart-Dibbits,
Steve Frost, Raymond Franke, Iain
Meldrum, Bianca Radix, Jean Leckie,
Sarah Simpson and Tina Bell.

You can still donate until Decem-
ber to have your funds count for this
year’s walk and the three local Tim
Hortons have volunteered to donate
funds raised during their Smile
Cookie campaign day in September
to our walk day funds too.

We look forward to seeing you all
again for the third Georgetown/Acton
Walk for ALS in June 2011!

Melanie Franke and Mary Jo Knox,

Acton/Georgetown Walk Co-ordinators
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