Me, Hamish and Monday night TV

Monday night is a special TV night.

As The Sidekick works late, it’s al-
ways just me and Hamish, the border
collie.

Hamish usually joins me for the eve-
ning, after putting in an exhausting day,
checking the sheep, circling the outside
of the pen, checking the sheep again,
grabbing a drink from the water bowl,
then checking the sheep, grabbing a
mouthful of kibble, checking the sheep,
and so on.

There is a pattern there.

By 10 or 11 p.m., he returns to the
barn, to take over night shift duties,
which includes checking the sheep, cir-
cling the pen and flopping in his bed
(under the bench) where he nods off un-
til the early morning hours, when I once
again open up the barn to do chores.

Hamish is quite routine-driven.

And so am L.

Back to the story here, Monday night
Hamish and I were watching TV. I gen-
erally pick the channel and he sits back
and watches, sometimes sitting up,
intently watching the images on the
screen.

Other times, he lays his head down,
and watches for a few minutes, until his
eyes drop shut and he starts his light
snoring.

Somewhat like The Sidekick.

Now Hamish has certain likes and
dislikes about what he and I watch
on the TV, when The Sidekick ain’t
around.

We watch a fair bit of History Tele-
vision, especially programs with lots of
action, like tank battles, or aerial dog-
fights.

(I think he might have misconstrued
what an ‘aerial dogfight’ might be, and
I'm not about to burst his bubble. He’s
still waiting patiently to see Snoopy and
The Red Baron squaring off against
each other.)

In addition to watching the dogfights,
he also seems to like the crime shows,
like any of the CSI series or NCIS.

I think it may have something to do
with the bloody crime scenes— maybe
they make him think of dog food in his
dish.

But there is one part of watching TV

that the poor little dog simply can’t get
enough of. He loves commercials.

I do know, for obvious reasons, the
Iams and Cesar’s dog food commercials
are among his favourites. He salivates
a bit when the people on TV fill the dog
food bowl with kibble or wet dog food.

(Come to think about it, I salivate a
bit too when I see the girl who owns the
little Maggie dog in the Cesar’s commer-
cial. You know, the one with the long
legs and high heels....)

Hamish even enjoys fast food com-
mercials, like the McDonald’s and KFC
ads that run about 25 times a night. Per-
sonally, I just wanna scream when I see
yet another ad, (especially the A&W one,
with the boss and his nerdy employee
who simply CANNOT eat his sirloin
burger with HIS MOUTH CLOSED!)

Now as a co-TV viewer, Hamish is
pretty good. He doesn’t talk during the
tense moments, and gets up to stretch
and rub against my leg when there’s a
lull on the action.

But there is one thing he does which
can be somewhat annoying.

And invariably, it happens about 5 to
10 minutes before the hour, the most
critical time in any show, especially a
crime show.

He starts to pace. He walks to the
door, then back again.

He gets a worried look on his face,
and then lays his chin on my lap and
looks up with those mournful, brown
eyes.

Hamish and I are on the same wave-
length— T can read his mind at that
precise moment.

And it comes through loud and clear.

“Take me out to go pee in the next 10
seconds, or you're gonna be cleaning up
a mess...”
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