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WE ALSO FIX POOL HEATERS!

visiontreks the best of travel
throughout the world

...every week

Vision 2000 Recommended Sailings - Call for departure dates and pricing 

Magnificent Europe
16 DAYS AIR-INCLUSIVE or
15 DAYS CRUISE ONLY 
- AMSTERDAM to BUDAPEST 
(reverse itinerary available)

Blue Danube to the Black Sea
14 DAYS AIR-INCLUSIVE or
13 DAYS CRUISE ONLY
VIENNA to BUCHAREST 
(reverse itinerary available)

328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON     Ont Reg # 50015325

905-873-2000
Georgetown

www.vision2000travel.com
Open Saturdays am - pm9:30 3

SAVE UP TO $2000 PER COUPLE ON SELECT
AVALON 2010 EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISES*

Offer available on select dates of select cruises.  Not available to Jr. Suites. Booking must be made, under deposit, and discount applied anytime after May 18, 2010 for travel at 
select times in 2010.  Applies to new 2010 bookings only, and offer will not be applied to pre-existing bookings.  Offer reliant on space availability and may be withdrawn at any time.  
Not combinable with any other offer other than Journeys Club member benefit.  Full cancellation penalties will apply.  Additional restrictions may apply. 

��Individual Health Benefi ts
��Travel Insurance
��Estate Planning
��RESP, RRSP(all investments)

��Life Insurance 
��Mortgage Insurance  
��Disability & CI 
��Group Benefi ts 

7-10 Mountainview Rd. S.  
Georgetown, ON · L7G 4J9
Toll Free: 1·877·702·7702  
www.goldenstarinsurance.com

Milica Simovic
Insurance Broker

    
T: {416} 522·2519    
F: {905} 702·7030

mijasimovic@goldenstarinsurance.com
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When it comes to artwork— specifi -
cally paintings— I look for three things: 
A goalie, golf course or a furry animal.

If one of those three aren’t in the 
piece I have as much interest in the 
painting as I do in Australian cricket 
scores: zilch.

Tranquil scenes of forests are bor-
ing. Images of mothers pushing stroll-
ers down the street or historic houses 
are sleep-inducing. Abstract art, the 
kind where it looks like the artist was 
holding 14 paintbrushes at once before 
falling onto the canvas in the throes of 
a seizure (see Picasso, Warhol, et al), 
leaves me more fearful for the artist’s 
sanity than impressed by the mess he’s 
created.

However, my admittedly narrow-
minded view of art has undergone a bit 
of an alteration after the events of last 
week.

A reader informed us that a painting 
by A.J. Casson sold for $542,8000— a 
record for a Group of Seven artist— at 
the annual Joyner Waddingtons Spring 
Auction of Important Canadian Art in 
Toronto.

The title of the painting— Street in 
Glen Williams— is what caught my in-
terest for a couple reasons: (1) it was a 
neat local story for our paper and (2) 
as a former Glen resident, I was im-
pressed the lovely hamlet was garner-
ing national attention.

After reporter Lisa Tallyn secured 
a version of the painting from Joyner 
vice-president Rob Crowley, I took a 
quick glance.

“Orange and yellow trees and shad-
ows,” I thought to myself. Zzzzzz.

I forwarded the image to my wife, 
who appreciates art far more than her 
hubby, knowing she would get a kick 
out of the picture since the fi rst house 
we bought back in 1983 as young new-
lyweds was in the Glen— a rambling 

fi ve-bedroom, two-bathroom home 
built on the bottom of a 200-foot hill.

(Among the home’s most memo-
rable features were the orange vinyl 
fl ooring in the kitchen, the fi sh-shaped 
door knocker that complemented the 
fi sh-themed tiles in the kitchen and the 
fact the stained green living room car-
pet once resided in St. Alban’s Church 
down the street.)

“Holy crap,”  my better half  e-mailed 
back. “THAT’S OUR HOUSE!”

Taking another look, actually taking 
a closer look, I realized she was right.

There in the centre of the painting, 
with a red-framed window, was our 
former Main Street Glen home. Al-
though the home has changed dramat-
ically since Casson painted the scene in 
the late 1930s there was no mistaking 
the fact the scene was of the cluster of 
homes north of Joseph Street in the 
Glen.

While Cowley was unable to say 
exactly where Casson had trained his 
eye for the painting some 70-plus years 
ago, several callers to the paper this 
week agree that the image does depict 
the Joseph/Main Street corner.

While owning the Casson print 
would take a lottery win, it’s kind of 
cool knowing our fi rst home is immor-
talized in an expensive piece of Cana-
diana.

Even if it is missing a goalie.
—John McGhie is the managing editor 

of The Independent & Free Press

Home sweet home— Casson-style

John 
McGhie

Ted Brown will return next week
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