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Bring Life To Your Party

Master of Happy Endings

by Jack Hodgins 

(Fiction)

Axel Thorstad has entered a 
crossroads in life. Once a suc-
cessful teacher, he now finds 
himself, retired, widowed and 
isolated. The mere suggestion 
of an “old folks home” forces 
him into immediate action, 
and he places an ad in a local 
paper offering his services as 
a tutor in exchange for being 
“adopted” by a family. His “new” 
family comes in the form of Mrs. 
Montana and her teenage son, 
Travis, a budding actor who has 
recently landed a part in a tele-
vision series. The resulting trip 
to Los Angeles carries special 
meaning for Axel who now has 
an opportunity to revisit his past. 
Between scenes and tutoring 
sessions, Axel has chance to 
investigate his stuntman father’s 
tragic death and rediscover his 
friendship with an actress that 
he admired long ago. Described 
as “an irresistible novel” this 
book combines the wisdom of 
age with the freedom of youth 
into an imaginative story of 
contrast between rural British 
Columbia and the bright lights 
of Hollywood.

Reviewed by Clare Hanman

The Secret of Rain and 

Lightning

by Nancy Pickard

 (Fiction)

For Jody, the events of a 
single day meant the loss 
of her family. Her father 
was killed and her mother 
disappeared, all because 
of one man, Billy Crosby. 
For Collin, the same day 
also meant the loss of 
his family. His father, Billy 
Crosby, ended up spend-
ing 23 years in jail for a 
murder he claims he did 
not commit. For years, Jody 
and Collin had been close 
neighbours who deliberately 
avoid each other. Yet when 
Billy is released from jail, 
largely due to his son’s legal 
efforts, Jody must face the 
reality of having the man 
who destroyed her family 
practically on her doorstep. 
An unlikely chain of events 
brings Collin and Jody 
together as they learn that 
their shared sense of loss 
can overpower the horrible 
history that first forced their 
families apart.

Reviewed by Clare Hanman

This Book is Overdue! 

How Librarians and Cy-

brarians Can

 Save Us All 

by Marilyn Johnson 

(Non-Fiction)

Everyone who thinks libraries 
are boring needs to read this 
book and discover what they are 
missing. From the author who 
brought life to the obituary-writ-
ers’ profession in her previous 
book Dead Beat, this book is a 
glimpse into the hidden world of 
librarians. And you’d be amazed 
at what they get up to! Being 
a librarian doesn’t mean just a 
love of books but also a love of 
technology and information. The 
world of blogging was pioneered 
by many librarians. Librarians 
also abound in virtual worlds 
such as Second Life, where 
they socialize, network, host 
conferences and provide vir-
tual library service to the world. 
From scraping “goo” off library 
books to providing a permanent 
resting place for a famous au-
thor’s life work, librarians have 
many roles to play. You cannot 
read this book without gaining a 
new respect for these guardians 
of information.

Reviewed by Clare Hanman

The Way of a Gardener: 

a Life’s Journey

by Des Kennedy

 (Non-Fiction)

In this memoir, celebrated 
novelist, satirist and gar-
dening writer, Des Ken-
nedy describes his own life 
and spiritual journey. Born 
near Liverpool, England to 
working class Irish-Catholic 
parents, Des describes a 
childhood, where class com-
parisons mattered little, and 
the priest and doctor’s words 
were “law.”  Des’ religious 
education continued in Can-
ada after his family moved 
to Toronto and culminated 
at age 15 when he entered 
Holy Cross Seminary in 
Dunkirk, New York. It was 
while at the seminary that 
Des created his first garden 
and discovered a passion 
that would last a lifetime. 
Even though Des eventually 
abandoned religions life, he 
continued in his appreciation 
of nature and plants. In this 
book he uses this passion 
as a backdrop to explain his 
understanding of the world 
around him.

Reviewed by Clare Hanman 

The World is a Ball: 

The Joy, Madness and 

Meaning of Soccer 

by John Doyle 

(Non-fiction)

The Globe and Mail’s 
television critic, John Doyle, 
takes the reader on a tour 
of the world of soccer from 
the 1960s to the 2010 
World Cup. Part history, 
part personal memoir, this 
book describes soccer from 
a fan’s point of view includ-
ing hilarious anecdotes of 
the lengths people will go 
to keep up with “the beau-
tiful game”. Included are 
detailed accounts of games 
leading up to the World Cup 
along with a viewer’s guide, 
which includes full descrip-
tions each World Cup team. 
Whether you are interested 
in the game, the players or 
some truly amazing ac-
counts of the fans, this book 
goes to great lengths to 
explain the appeal that soc-
cer has to so many people 
all over the world.

Reviewed by Clare Hanman

Summer readingSummer reading Library staffers review their favourite summer selections



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


