A tale of Miss Huffy

The Sidekick and I spent the week-
end in Montreal, attending her niece’s
wedding.

It was great— Saturday morning we
flew in (54 minutes in the air— on a $59
seat sale ticket) and were in our hotel
within an hour and a half of leaving
Pearson.

But The Sidekick couldn't find a seat
sale to fly back, so we opted for taking
the train.

We've taken the train to Quebec City,
and had a delightful trip. That train
wound through rural Quebec, and we
were able to see the old farms and visu-
ally enjoy old Quebec.

But our latest trip didn’t quite strike
me the same. It was almost irritating—
and mainly because of one person.

We boarded the train at Dorval sta-
tion and the train pulled out at 4 p.m.
As we found our seat, I had to ask a uni-
versity student to move— she was sit-
ting across both our seats.

“Fine,” she huffed, and moved over
to another seat across the aisle, with a
big ‘if T have to’ sigh.

I mentally named her Miss Huffy.

The train was loaded with students—
most bound for Toronto.

For the next four and a half hours, we
were surrounded by students, all with
their fingers and faces glued to their
iPhones or Blackberries, or with their
laptops fired up, surfing the Internet,
or messaging back and forth to friends
around the universe.

Now I have no problem with them
burying their faces into the various
means of portable technology. Person-
ally, T think they might be visually miss-
ing a lot, as the world outside flies by
the window of the train.

But that’s their choice and it doesn’t
really affect me.

But Miss Huffy? Well she was a piece
of work.

As the snack cart was wheeled by,
offering numerous over-priced snacks,
drinks, etc, Miss Huffy had to stand up,
paw through all the snacks, looking at
the labels, announcing “I'm allergic to
this, and that, and that.” She really got
under my skin as she handled most of
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the snacks on the trolley.

She finally decided upon a ‘safe’
snack, and flopped back down in her
seat, and went back to texting on her
cell phone.

After The Sidekick and I purchased
our snacks, we settled into our seats,
thumbing through the magazines in the
holder in the seat in front of us.

We opened the snacks, and after fin-
ishing, put the wrappings in the brown
paper garbage bags provided.

Ilooked across the aisle and watched
as Miss Huffy ripped open a choco-
late bar, and threw the wrapper on the
floor. At first T thought she might have
dropped it, but she then pulled off the
inner foil wrapping of the chocolate bar,
and threw it on the floor as well. And,
as the four-and-a-half hour train ride
made its way to Toronto, she continued
to throw her garbage on the floor.

You know, I like to think I'm very
calm, and for the most part, can turn a
blind eye.

But that snippy little $%#" & had me
steaming by the time we made it to To-
ronto.

I can’t explain why— she just pushed
my buttons with her total disregard of
the staff on the train, or others around
her.

It was a blatant ‘me-oriented’ at-
titude, ‘screw the rest of the world, I
come first.

After Miss Huffy disappeared into
the crowd at Union Station, I was final-
ly able to put her out of my mind.

But it occurred to me how the world
seems to consist of two types of peo-
ple— there are givers and takers.

And sadly, one day, I fear the takers
will overcome the givers.
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