33 years to get up the nerve

You know, when it comes to fixin’ some-
thing, I'm usually ready to give it a try.

Most times, I'm good at starting the
project, but sometimes have problems
putting those last finishing touches on
it...

But I'm not talkin’ about that today.

This time, I'm talking about jobs you
would NEVER see me tackle at home.

This past weekend, we had a job done
that T simply wouldn't, or perhaps more
accurately couldn’t, attempt to do. This
one involves climbing on the barn roof.

Backing up a bit you might recall that
wild wind storm we had about three
weeks ago Saturday. I was upstairs in the
barn, when it was at its worst point in the
storm.

Standing there, a bit worried, I could
hear the steel roofing chattering in the
wind, like a big vibration. I took a walk
around to the windy side of the barn and
looked up.

It was a downright scary.

The steel sheets weren't exactly lifting,
but they certainly were moving.

And anyone who owns a barn knows,
if the steel roof is moving, it ain’t too far
from blowing right off the barn.

And that ain'’t cool.

With a whole lot of worrying, the roof
made it through that night, and remained
intact. I was annoyed that it had gone that
far— I'd tried to contact a barn roofer in
the fall and had no takers, but the situ-
ation was to a point I couldn’t wait any
longer.

Idid a search and found Donald Hall of
Erin was still in the business. My dad and
I had used the Halls to roof part of an-
other barn about 25 years ago— and they
were good roofers.

I gave Don a call. The same day, he was
at my place accessing the barn.

He called me and said he’d have a crew
there as soon as he could, and my fears
were allayed for the present.

And early Saturday morning, two of
his guys, brothers Don and Dan, arrived
to start the roof. They only got an hour
into it, and a light shower put them off
the roof. Steel roofing gets really slippery
when it’s wet.

But bright and early Monday morning
(yup, on Victoria Day) they were back, and

1,500 roofing screws later, they finished

the job of tightening down the roof.

When I talked to Don and Dan, I men-
tioned the job the Halls had done for us
25-odd years ago. It was memorable, as
Jim, Don Hall’'s dad, had stepped on a rot-
ten place on the roof and one foot went
through.

He injured himself pretty badly— Hal-
ton Hills Fire Department had to respond
to rescue him off the barn roof to be taken
to hospital by ambulance.

At the time, T thought Jim was a bit too
old to be up there on a barn roof, but talk-
ing to the two guys at my place this week-
end, I was amazed to learn more.

“Oh yeah,” said Dan. “Jim had to quit
working on barn roofs last year.”

“Last year?” I said. I was incredulous.
“How old is he?”

Oh, he’s now 92,” said Dan in his mat-
ter-of-fact way, “He had quit roofing after
he had some health issues....”

I think my mouth fell open. A 91 year-
old was climbing on a barn roof up until
last year?

Wow, I felt really inadequate.

Geez, at 58, I'd no more think of work-
ing on a barn roof, than I'd ride a wild ro-
deo bull, or go a few rounds with a sumo
wrestler.

But Jim has been pounding in roofing
nails, and later roofing screws, into those
sheet metal roofs for all those years. Geez,
I think he’s earned the bragging rights for
that one.

So now the barn roof looks good, the
steel no longer vibrates, and I can actually
get a good night’s sleep when it’s windy.

But now I'm curious. Like, I wonder
what the world looks like— up there on
the barn.

At 58 years of age, I figure I've still got
33 years to get up the nerve.
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FREE Whitening Kit

(8450 Value)

www.millerplazadentist.com

~ with complete/new patient exam & cleaning ~

*Miller Dental offers all new patients free professional teeth whitening upon completion of their complete/new patient exam, x rays,
professional cleaning. Miller Dental provides patients with the safe and effective Day/Nite White® Professional Whitening System
($450 value) which provides optimal results.

221 Miller Drive (in the Miller Plaza), Georgetown South
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visiontreks

2 for 1 Cruise Fares with Free Alrfare

FOOTSTEPS OF HISTORY - November 10, 2010 - 14 Days from Venice to Barcelona
Highlights: Venice (overnight), Hvar, Dubrovnik, Corfu, Messina, Naples/Capri, Rome (Civitavecchia),
Cinque Terre (La Spezia), Florence/Pisa, Monte Carlo, Provence (Marseille), Palma de Mallorca and Valencia
Verandah stateroom US $5,816 per person
Includes: Air from Toronto, 14 day cruise, taxes, transfers and fees.

Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonus: Pre-paid stateroom gratuities
& US $200 per stateroom Onboard Credit (A value of $550 per stateroom)
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CEANTA CRUISES®
X}}ESVOEAQ;HA\IgQQQ Your World. Your Way®

905-873-2000

Georgetown

328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON  Ont Reg # 50015325

CRUISES & VACATIONS
Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.vision2000travel.com
Fare is in US dollar, per person, based on double occupancy and subject to availability at time of booking. Fares include cruise, air, port taxes, air taxes & Gov't fees.

Air from Toronto is assigned at the discretion of Oceania Cruises. Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonus maybe withdrawn without prior notice. Certain restrictions apply. For
complete terms & conditions please refer to the 2011 Oceania Europe brochure. Ship's Registry: Marshall Islands
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SPRCIALLITS I THE ARTOR TRAVEL

Look for our flyer in today's paper!

Only in selected areas. See in store for complete details.

SATURDAY JUNE 12, 2010
BRONTE CREEK PARK

Registration between 8:30am & 9:30am; Start time 10:00am

HEALING FOR

BREAST CANCER
5 & 10 K WALK/RUN

Join us for a 5k and 10k Walk/Run at Bronte Creek Park in support of Breast Cancer Support Services

G REAT PRIZES For Information on the Healing for Breast
Cancer 5 & 10k Walk/Run and to receive

T-Shirts will be given to the first 300 entrants
Incentive Prizes With $60 in pledges

+ $160 or more in pledges received your

and you will receive a | yovictration wil be free

gift certificate
+ Grand Prize for most money raised
+ Door Prizes

FOR OUR 8TH ANNVAL
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an information package please call:

905-634-2333

Istevenson@breastcancersupport.org

Register and pledge online at

Support Services Inc.

www.vrpro.ca and set up your own
pledge site and email friends.
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