Now I have

I know I'm a bit obsessive-compul-
sive.

I do things in a certain way, ev-
ery time, in the same order, putting
things back— you know the drill.

The Sidekick, on the other hand,
isn’t quite... well, let’s just say she has
her own way of doing things.

And they are rarely the same way
twice.

Now that’s okay. Life is full of little
adventures when you approach tasks
that way. But once in a while it can
be stressful.

Now I'm not for a moment saying
I'm right and she’s wrong— all I'm
saying is we simply take two differ-
ent routes to get to the same destina-
tion.

And doing laundry is one of those
little tasks where we tend to differ.

I take all the baskets of dirty laun-
dry down to the washing machine,
and sort out the blacks, colours and
whites as I load the machine.

She sorts them all upstairs in the
bedroom, then hauls them down, one
‘category’ at a time.

I think my way is less labour inten-
sive, but it doesn’t really matter, so
long as the job gets done.

But this week, we had an issue.

You see, part of my laundry ritual
involves checking EVERY pocket in
the clothing that is going into that
washing machine.

I even turn my own clothes inside
out— every little pocket, even that
stupid little change pocket that you
can’t even get two fingers in, on my
jeans.

No pocket goes unsearched.

Now The Sidekick does check
pockets— so she says— but I kinda
wonder if she checks her own as
stringently as mine.

Monday, she started work late, so
she decided to run a couple loads of
laundry.

I spoke to her on the phone and
she said, “Can you do a load or two
after you get home?”

Naturally I agreed, and when I got
home later in the day, I loaded up the
washing machine and set it in mo-
tion.

I then opened the dryer, to unload
it in preparation of the load running
in the washer beside it.

It was full of whites— dress shirts,
T-shirts, and, naturally, lots of under-
wear.

I put my arms in the dryer and
pulled out the dry clothes in one big

pink undies

bundle, into the waiting laundry bas-
ket.

I noticed a metal rattling sound as
I pulled them out, so I looked in the
dryer.

It was a lipstick container.

An empty lipstick container.

I wondered where the lipstick part
was.

After a cursory look at the whites,
I discovered where it was— all over
the whites.

My good dress shirt, a couple
white T-shirts— and we won'’t even
talk about my tighty-whities. Suffice
to say, they looked like I'd had a very
uncomfortable surgery while wear-
ing them.

The Sidekick was adamant she’'d
checked all the pockets, but the lip-
stick had to be in the pocket of a pre-
vious load.

You see, I don’t wear lipstick, and
The Sidekick doesn’t have a lipstick
pocket in any of her underwear.

Well, at least none that I'm aware
of.

And the previous load of laundry
had been colours, so, like Sherlock, I
deduced that The Sidekick must have
left the lipstick in her pants pocket.
(Jolly good Watson!)

Funny thing, that load didn’t ap-
pear to have picked up any trace on
those clothes. It must have stayed in
the washer, and came out with the
whites, then melted in the dryer.

Regardless, there’s nothing left to
do but try to get the reddish-pink
stains out of the good clothes, or toss
any items which were on their last
legs.

(Farewell favourite Stanfield’s with
the blue and gold stripe on the waist-
band, sob, sob.)

Two things have resulted here.

One, we WILL check every pocket
in the laundry, without fail.

And two, I just might think about
switching to black undies just in
case.

—Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@independentfreepress.com

I Was Headed Straight For Divorce

EDEN INTEGRATIVE
health & pharmacy group inc.

GETTING BACK ON TRACK HORMONALLY IS WORTH THE EFFORT

Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement Therapy:
Is it right for you?
Dr. George Gillson, M.D. a noted authority on testing for BHRT
Tuesday, June 8th and Wednesday, June 9th at 7:00 pm

RSVP @ edenintegrativehealth.com
or call (905) 455-0488

5A Conestoga Drive, Brampton
Pre-Registration fee $10, or at door $15.
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SOUTH AMERICA CRUISE SALE

20+ day Cruises with Air from Toronto for less than 5135 per day
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Wednesday, May 26 ~ 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Thursday, May 27 ~ 11a.m. - 7 p.m.
Best Western, 365 Hwy. 7, Georgetown

Custom-fit by trained specialists

®QOver 200 sizes (26A to 46KK)
®BEST supporting bra on the market today!
®Excellent for sports and everyday wear
O Experience the benefits of proper bra support!

FREE BRA FITTING

with an experienced professional of 11 years.
Call or email Connie to book your appointment

. Change the way you look . . . change
519-741-4258  connieboshart@yahoo.ca
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the way you feel about yourself!

Book your Air Conditioning
maintenance visit NOW to avoid
a breakdown and SAVE MONEY.
Maintenance visits ensure your
system is running efficiently
and effectively so you can
all summer long!

» Cars need service
* Teeth need cleaning

« A/C Systems need
Asbuilt ClimateCare!

Book a MAINTENANCE VISIT
with Asbuilt today!

Tel: 905-877-8023
www.asbuiltclimatecare.com
e-mail: support@asbuiltclimatecare.com

ASBUILT

CLIMATECARE.
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With a
MAINTENANCE PLAN
Save 20% on all repairs.
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