Show me the (green) money!

I'm not a fanatical environmentalist,
but I do care about our planet.

I recycle, sorting the cans, bottles and
newspapers, as well as watching what
I take to the dump when I load up the
F150.

I try to re-use things at home when I
can, and never put inappropriate materi-
als in the green container.

I've replaced most of the bulbs in the
house with compact fluorescent lamps
(CFL), but haven't changed them in the
barn because they simply don't give me
enough light in the middle of a cold win-
ter night.

The barn lights are only turned on for
a short time, so I'm not wasting much.

But there is one recent aspect about
living a ‘green’ lifestyle that has me ques-
tioning ‘environmental motives’.

It's those plastic shopping bags you
get at grocery and department stores.

A couple years ago, we were told they
were the scourge of the Earth, filling up
landfill sites faster than anything else.

Millions of them were being thrown
out, polluting the environment.

So the multi-million dollar chain
stores started promoting purchasing a
‘reusable’ shopping bag, usually for a
buck or two.

And, being the environmentally con-
scious shoppers that we are, we pur-
chased the shopping bags, adopting the
same practice as many European shop-
pers, who take their shopping bag along
with them to the market.

And, since the chains were promoting
a ‘green’ campaign to save the landfills,
they suddenly started tacking a five cent
charge on the plastic shopping bags—
you know, the ones which used to be
free.

Now, since we Canadian shoppers
haven't been raised like our European
counterparts, often we forget to take
along the re-usable shopping bags and
are forced to purchase the plastic ones
from the cashier— at a nickel a pop.

Sometime earlier this year, I heard a
news item about how much money the
super chains have raised by selling those
‘evil’ plastic bags that were clogging up
our landfill sites.

I can’t find the exact figures, but in the
GTA, I recall the figure being in the mil-
lions of dollars— just from selling those
five-cent plastic bags.

Okay, it’s a ‘green’ initiative, so that’s
okay, right?

Well, maybe... or maybe not.

You see, I have a question: where has
the money from the sales of those plastic
bags gone?

Is it funding some green project, mak-
ing this planet a better place to live?

Or is the money simply lining the
pockets of the huge retail chains, in the
name of being environmentalists?

For me, the most frustrating thing is
that not one person can give me an an-
swer.

I've asked a couple of the managers
at local retail outlets where the proceeds
from the sale of plastic bags has gone—
and no one can give me an answer.

And millions of bags are still ending
up in the landfill sites— but now the re-
tailers are making money off them.

If the retail chains are really com-
mitted to ‘saving the environment’ from
plastic bags in landfill, then they might
want to put their money where their
mouth is, and donate all the proceeds
from the sale of those plastic bags to a
prominent green initiative.

Perhaps they are already doing that,
but I still haven’t seen any evidence that
is the case.

So enlighten me people, if you know
of a program that is directly funded by
the sale of plastic shopping bags— let
me know.

If there is such a program, I'll report
back here, when, or if, I have an answer.

In the meantime, I aint holding my

breath.
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“Spaces live. Let me help you
live well in yours.’

Catherine Brazeau, Interior style consultant
905.877.0296 www.haughtonbrazeau.com

Complete renovation management, colour harmonizing, furniture & accessories
and much more! Let’s start creating your dream!

STAG & DOE!!

AMANDA VAREY & JASON ARMSTRONG
Sat. May 8th, 7:30 pm
St. Paul’s Anglican Church Hall
(14 Adamson St. S., Norval)

DJ, Games, Prizes and More

Largest Selection of
Patio Furniture in
Halton Hills
Since 1998
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136 Guelph St., Georgetown Across the road from Christ the King School
DOS-873-9791 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

the best of travel
throughout the world
...every week

Book Today and Receive:
* 2nd passenger deposit waived
* Up to $300 per stateroom
Onboard credit
(amount based on cabin category and
length of cruise)

... and this is on top of any

CUNARD CRUISE SALE

May 6 - 12, 2010

e MEDITERRANEAN MAGIC - September 1, 2010 Southampton to Venice
INSIDE STATEROOM: USS1795 + taxes $52.81 p.p.

e PEARLS OF THE ADRIATIC - October 19, 2010 Barcelona to Venice
INSIDE STATEROOM: USS1695 + taxes $89.10 p.p.

e ANCIENT TREASURES - November 12, 2010 Roundtrip Rome
INSIDE STATEROOM: USS 1525 + taxes $53.36 p.p.
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GROUPE VOYAGES « TRAVEL GROUP
Georgetown

328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON  Ont Reg # 50015325

Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonuses
that we have to offer you on
several 2010/2011 Voyages!

CRUISES & VACATIONS
Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.vision2000travel.com
Fares are cruise only, US Dollars, per person, based on double occupancy & subject to availability at time of booking. Gov't fees and taxes are additional. Cruise Sale

Amenities apply to select departures only & do not combine with World Cruise Voyages, Flash fares, Christmas, New Years, Inaugural sailings or sailings less than 6 days.
Sale applies to NEW bookings only deposited between May 6 - 12, 2010. Onboard Credit is applicable to first 2 passengers in a stateroom only. Ships Registry — British.

VIRTUOSO MEMBER
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GEORGETOWN

Miller Dental

905-873-2121

Teeth
Whitening Kit"

~ with complete/new patient exam & cleaning ~

*Miller Dental offers all new patients free professional teeth whitening upon completion of their complete/new patient exam, x rays,
professional cleaning. Miller Dental provides patients with the safe and effective Day/Nite White® Professional Whitening System
($450 value) which provides optimal results.

221 Miller Drive (in the Miller Plaza), Georgetown South

www.millerplazadentist.com

Now Open
Accepting
New Patients

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

FREESTONE GEORGIA PEACHES. TRUCKLOAD SALE

GEORGETOWN

Tues., May 11th, 10 am - 12 noon”
Yoyo Japanese Restaurant 357 Glﬂph St., (beside Ford dealership)

ACTON

Tues., May 11th, 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm
The Olde Hide House (Eastern & Mill)

FREESTONE PEACHES

25 LB. BOX
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