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Georgetown District High School’s Debate & Politics Club had a couple of its two-person
teams finish in the top eight of the recent provincial high school debate championships
in Ottawa. Pictured above (from left) are students Kylie de Chastelain, Dryden Bailey,

Holly Kallmeyer and Chelsea Jackson.
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No debate, GDHS team is great

By EAMONN MAHER
Staff Writer

For argument’s sake, let’s just accept
the notion of those who say that debating
should be considered a sport.

If that's the case, then members of
Georgetown District High School’s De-
bate & Politics Club have represented the
school’s Rebel nickname just as proudly
and loudly as any athlete wearing blue and
red colours.

The only school in Ontario to send two
teams to the recent provincial high school
debate competition in Ottawa, both of
Georgetown’s two-person entries finished
in the top eight out of the 32 entries at the
event, qualifying all four students for the
Canadian championships as well.

Holly Kallmeyer and Kylie de Chaste-
lain were runners-up in the Ontario final,
defeated 4-3 in the judges’ split decision to
Upper Canada College on the topic of the
hypothetical existence of God, while the
second GDHS team of Dryden Bailey and
Chelsea Jackson finished eighth.

The accomplishments are made even
more remarkable when considering that
debating is an extra-curricular activity at
GDHS and that the mostly male compe-
tition they engage usually have more re-
sources and experience to draw upon.

“Particularly because in the debate com-
munity, there are a ton of private schools
and they have really established debate
programs in classes at school that start in
Grades 6 or 7, so by the time they get to
high school they've had a few years of prac-
tice,” said Grade 12 student de Chastelain.

“That’s not how it works in the pub-
lic school system, so it's fun to walk into
a tournament and really shake things up.
I think by the end of provincials we had
earned the respect of a lot of the coaches
there. The final was really close and it felt
like winning anyway. We were proud of
what we brought.”

de Chastelain was one of the first to sign
up when the debate club was founded at
GDHS four years ago by teachers Melissa

and Hugh Watson and there are currently
about 20 students who meet after school
from September to June.

The team is sponsored by the local law
office of Richard T. Howitt and often trav-
els to weekend tournaments through the
year, having sent Kallmeyer and de Chaste-
lain to the nationals in Regina in 20009.

This time around, due to exam commit-
ments, the two GDHS teams weren’t be
able to attend last week’s national champi-
onships they qualified for in Victoria, B.C.

A debate tournament usually consists
of four rounds— two prepared topics and
two impromptu sessions in which the
participants have just 15 minutes to form
their arguments without referencing print
materials or electronic media, or theyll be
disqualified.

“Sometimes when you get up there, you
literally have no idea what they're talking
about, but you have to get up and try to
speak intelligently on a topic you don't
know anything about for eight minutes and
hope that the people on the other side don't
know more than you do,” said first-year
member Jackson, a Grade 11 student.

The key to a successful two-person de-
bate team, the students explained, is to be
compatible and complement the partner’s
argument, even when defending an opin-
ion on a subject that the debater may per-
sonally disagree with.

“We show up for a tournament and talk
for eight minutes, but for that eight min-
utes it takes you hours and hours of pre-
paring and studying,” said Bailey, a Grade
12 student.

At the provincials in Ottawa, a size-
able crowd was in attendance at the Lib-
eral caucus room on Parliament Hill for
the impromptu-format finals that became
boisterous at times, as arguments were
lobbed back and forth.

There is a code of debate etiquette, how-
ever, that would put MPs down the street
to shame.

“We'd like to think we're a little more
classier than that. It's pretty formal,”
Kallmeyer said.

[FURVAL 23 [\

ALL FORD PROGRAMS
END FRIDAY!!
FREIGHT INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES

We will net be

We will beat Any

advertised price’
* Any Ford dealer * Any vehicle ¢+ Any colour

2010 ESCAPE )

XLT ¢ AIR * FWD
*4CYL.

2010 F150

SUPERCAB XLT ¢ 4.6L
* OWL TIRES * TRAILER TOW

" 2010 RANGER

SUPERCAB ¢ AIR ¢ AUTO
* BOX LINER ¢ PRIVACY GLASS

2010 EDGE SEL )

CANADIAN COMFORT PKG.
* SYNC * REVERSE SENSING

361 Guelph St. (Hwy. #7),
Georgetown

—_
—_

0102 ‘62 |Udy ‘Aepsiny| ‘ssald 88i4 ¥ 1uspuadapu|




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


