Developer seeks to brmg Barber Mill S|te ‘back to life’

14-storey condo

no longer part of

plan to redesign
crumbling property

By LISATALLYN
Staff Writer

Plans for a 65-room hotel and retail
shops on the historic Barber Paper
Mill property were outlined to Halton
Hills Council at a recent meeting.

Paul Backewich of Cohos Evamy,
representing the Everlast Group Ltd.,
presented the plans for the River Rd.
property to council, calling it an “op-
portunity to bring the project back to
the Town of Halton Hills.”

Backewich said the previous plans
for the project submitted to the Town
by Everlast Group in 2004 called for a
14-storey condominium that was “in-
sensitive to the site” and had a large
“environmental footprint.”

That application was withdrawn in
2007 amidst objections from area resi-
dents about the project and plans by
the Town of Halton Hills to designate
the property a heritage site.

Backewich said the new project, a
site plan of which was submitted to
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An artist's rendering shows the proposed plan by Everlast Group Ltd. for the Barber Mill
site on River Road. The proposal calls for a 65-room hotel (right) along with retail space
largely using the former paper mill buildings (left).

Graphic courtesy Cohos Evamy Integrated Design

the Town in March, represents a “more
modest view of the site focusing on
good design and sustainability.”
Backewich said they are looking at
ways to adaptively reuse the buildings
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of the paper mill in the retail com-
ponent, and that there a number “of
unique retail opportunities” to support
the new 65-unit hotel.

All plans would fit within the exist-

09 %

FOR 5 YEARS

Accord LX Sedan
model CP2E3AE

2010 CR-V wx 2wbD
-— TURN-KEY PRICE* $28,015

epuedepU| <

mg zoning on the property.
“It's an existing facility that has a §
lot of life left to it; we want to bring g
it back to life,” said Backewich, add- I
ing it would be similar to the Distill- &
ery District in Toronto and Seagram’s ;—E
Pr0]ect in Waterloo. ?
“Rather than taklng a wrecking ball
to this facility, we're recognizing the §
value these facilities have in the com- &
. . . <
munity, the history they have, and revi- 7,
talizing them and making them useful 3
again, rnaklng them a key element in r\)
Georgetown.”

Councillor Mike O’Leary asked S
about parking on the site.

Backewich said there will be three
levels of parking under the hotel and
additional parking on Maple Ave.

Councillor Jon Hurst asked if the
project would be LEEDs certified.

Backewich said it’s not worthwhile
to purse that because under the LEEDs
criteria the project would lose a lot of
points because it’s on a flood plain. He
said, however, there are several LEEDs
professionals working with the firm
who will be involved with the project.

Councillor Moya Johnson asked
how the heritage buildings will be in-
corporated into the project.

Backewich said all but one of the
buildings will be “salvaged, reused,”
and the intent is to match closely what
was there before.
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