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Understanding the essential 
maintenance practices that keep 
your car running smoothly doesn’t 
require an extensive automotive 
background. If you can’t perform 
the work yourself, knowing when 
your car needs a visit to your 
friendly professional technician is 
just as valuable.

One of the primary practices of 
engine care is spark plug mainte-
nance.  The function of spark plugs 
in a gasoline engine is to ignite the 
air-fuel mixture that the engine 
pumps out, thus starting the ig-
nition. But, if one or more of the 
plugs is malfunctioning or worn 
out, the engine will misfi re.  

So, to keep your engine function-
ing properly, changing old, worn or 
dirty spark plugs should be a pri-
ority. Regular spark plugs typically 
last up to 48,000 km, whereas plati-
num plugs can last up to 160,000 
km.

In order to help with optimum 
fuel effi ciency and durability, the 
Autolite team has provided con-

sumers with three different sets of 
spark plugs to choose from. Auto-
lite platinum plugs are designed to 
reduce gap erosion, decrease en-
gine misfi res and have increased 
durability over the standard copper 
core plug. Autolite  double plati-
num plugs virtually eliminate gap 
erosion, also reduce misfi res and 
provide up to 160,000 km of du-
rability. Autolite  XP Xtreme Per-
formance iridium enhanced spark 
plugs have a more focused ignition 
for better overall ignitability over 
standard, copper core plugs and 
optimum performance.

“We understand that money is 
tight these days, but if drivers de-
lay basic auto maintenance it’s go-
ing to end up costing them more 
down the road. That’s why we’ve 
created three top-of-the-line spark 
plugs that are designed to provide 
optimum performance , and we 
guarantee it!” said Megan Currie 
for Honeywell Consumer Products 
Group.

Autolite is currently running the 

Autolite challenge national con-
sumer promotion that gives do-it-
yourselfers the opportunity to put 
Autolite spark plugs to the test. 
From March–August, 2010, con-
sumers that purchase four or more 
Autolite plugs will receive a tear 
sheet provided by participating re-
tail outlets. Once they register on-
line, consumers are entered for a 
chance to win a Grand Prize of free 
gas for a year (Approximate Value: 
$5,000) and they could even be the 
daily instant winner of a $50 gas 
card. Plus, they’ll be covered by the 
OE-quality performance and the 
Autolite money-back guarantee.  

Full contest rules and regula-
tions and details of the guarantee 
can be found online at www.auto-
litechallenge.com.   

More information on spark plugs 
or instructional videos on how to 
change your spark plugs are avail-
able at www.autolite.com.   

—www.newscanada.com

The benefi ts of spark plug maintenance
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