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Need our help? 
Your Local Adult Learning Centre offers the following part-time programs: 

 
Computer Basics for Employment 
10 week Computer Course content includes: 
�  Free skills assessment and orientation 

�  Employment focus 
�  Introduction to MS Office Applications 
���Introduction to Email and Internet 
���Web and Employment Research 
���On-line Learning Opportunities 

 
 

Read*Spell*Write* Program 
(all year round, Georgetown, Acton & Milton) 

Improve your employment and life skills in: 
Reading  �  Writing �  Spelling  �  Basic Math 

 

 
Sheridan ACE Academic Upgrading Program ** 

(Evenings Georgetown) 

Prepare for College Entrance 
English - Math - Science (Biology) 
**ACE certificate recognized by all Ontario Colleges 

                                   �

Look no further.  We can train you. 
Part-time adult upgrading. 

Tuition is FREE.  Small registration fee applies. 

For further information and a free assessment: 

Call:  (905) 873 2200 
www.literacynh.org 

Georgetown Alliance Church

290 Main St. (S. of Maple)
905-873-0249

www.togetheratgac.com

Sunday Services* at 9:00 & 11:00 am
*A Nursery & Junior Worship are offered during both services

KNOX 

PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH

KNOX 

PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH

www.knoxgeorgetown.ca

116 Main St. S., Georgetown, ON
905-877-7585

Service Dial-in: 905-702-1629

God’s Word for 
Today’s World.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 11:00 A.M. 

REV. DR. JAMES COOPER

Chair-lift access available. Supervised nursery services available.
'Sunday's Cool' youth ministry program for ages 4 & up.

GEORGETOWN CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
welcomes you!

Lead Pastor: Rev. Gary vanLeeuwen      Youth Pastor: Brian DeBoer
Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am & 6:00 pm

11611 Trafalgar Road (north of Maple Avenue)           905-877-4322
www.gcrc.on.ca

St. John’s Anglican Church, Stewarttown est. 1834

Trafalgar Road and 15th Sideroad  - 
The Friendly Little White Church on the Hill

All are Welcome to Sunday Service: 10:00 am
Interim Priest in Charge: Rev. Canon Terry DeForest

Church Office: 905-873-0235

SUNDAY SERVICES
• Lord’s Supper 10 A.M. • Ministry Meeting  11:00 A.M.

• Fellowship Lunch 12:00 P.M. • Ministry Meeting  1:00 P.M.
Meeting In: Georgetown Seniors Centre

Address: 318 Guelph Street 
Phone: 905-873-1005 Website: www.haltonhillsbiblechapel.com

BAHA’I FAITH
Each of the great religions brought by the Messengers of God - Moses, 
Krishna, Buddha, Zoroaster, Jesus, Muhammad, Baha’u’llah - represents a 
successive stage in the spiritual development of civilization. Baha’ullah has 
brought teachings that address the moral and spiritual challenges of the 
modern world.

Introductory talks and prayer meetings. All are welcome. 
For more information call 905-873-0661 or  1-800-433-3284 
or write BAHA’ I, Box 91, Georgetown,   L7G 4T1

www.ca.bahai.org.

Student lifeguards owed thousands 
of dollars from a twice-bankrupt Acton 
businessman are getting four cents for 
every unpaid dollar they earned while 
guarding pools across the GTA.

The pittance, which took two years to 
extract from Peter Check, the business-
man, demonstrates the province’s diffi -
culties in collecting money from rogue 
employers and serves as a warning to 
students beginning the search for sum-
mer jobs.

Last summer a Toronto Star investiga-
tion found Check had been withholding 
wages to students for years, changing the 
name of his pool supply company each 
summer and leaving a trail of at least 68 
lifeguards (aged 16-22) who were owed a 
combined $63,573.91.

Last week, the ministry sent cheques 
ranging in value from $10.22 to $69.48 
to Check’s former employees, but the life-
guards remain largely unpaid for their 
work.

The Ministry of Labour has repeatedly 
ordered Check to pay the lifeguards and 
continues to employ the services of a To-

ronto collection agency.
Laura MeGraw, 21, began working 

for Check at his Mississauga offi ce writ-
ing up schedules for lifeguards in sum-
mer 2007. In September, MeGraw moved 
to Kingston to study nursing at Queen’s 
University only to have her last pay-
cheque bounce.

Angry and in need of cash to pay for 
tuition and housing, she hounded Check 
for her cheque until he paid her off in 
full.

Satisfi ed, she returned to work for 
Check again the following summer. But 
by that time Check had changed the 
name of his company from Aquatic Pool 
Solutions to All Pool Solutions. Working 
inside Check’s offi ce in July and August 
2008, MeGraw remembers angry teen-
aged employees from the previous year 
calling in an effort to retrieve their pay.

By the end of August, MeGraw’s pay-
cheques again began to bounce. With 
$1,585.16 in unpaid wages, she fi led a 
claim against Check with the Ministry 
of Labour in the fall of 2008. When the 
ministry told her she could be 50 years 

old before she saw any of the unpaid 
wages, she quickly wrote the ordeal off 
as a learning experience and took on a 
part time job at a Pita Pitt to pay the bills 
at school.

Then last week she got a call from 
her parents. A cheque from the Ministry 
of Labour had arrived at her childhood 
home.

The cheque’s total: $69.48, or four per-
cent of the $1,585.16.

“I was surprised to get anything,” says 
MeGraw of the morsel she received, itself 
the result of “an investigation carried out 
by the Employment Standards Program,” 
which, last year, said it was on the cusp 
of laying charges against Check for viola-
tions of the Employment Standards Act.

MeGraw and others say the province is 
now telling them that more money could 
be on the way, but the ministry won’t say 
when or how much.

Check could not be reached for com-
ment last week.

Last June, the Star caught up with the 
62-year-old bespectacled Acton resident 
in the parking lot of a Mississauga auto 

parts shop.
When asked why the lifeguards hadn’t 

been paid, Check replied: “It’s being 
looked after.”

Check tends to begin advertising jobs 
for lifeguards in local community news-
papers in May, something past employ-
ees are advising would-be lifeguards to 
watch out for.

The ministry placed writs on property 
owned and registered to Check and his 
numerous corporate identities in March 
2009. However, aside from a 2001 Ford 
F250 pickup truck, the Star could not lo-
cate anything registered to Check or to 
his companies. Five of the six cars parked 
in Check’s driveway were in his wife’s 
name, as was the family residence— a 
two-storey brick home with detached 
garage, outdoor pool, and fi ve acres of 
land in Acton. Even the Timberlea Blvd. 
property where Check’s pool business op-
erated for 20 years was listed in Check’s 
wife’s name. As such, the ministry was 
not able to stop the sale of that property 
for $215,000 in May 2009.

—Torstar News Service

Unpaid student lifeguards get 4 cents on the dollar
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