Hospitals cut beds, staff

By TIM FORAN
Metroland Media Group

Halton Healthcare Services (HHS) is
cutting 23 beds from its three hospitals,
including almost a quarter of the complex
continuing care beds in its system, a deci-
sion that will also result in the elimination
or redeployment of staff.

The corporation is cutting five of its 20
complex continuing care (CCC) beds at
Georgetown Hospital.

HHS will cut five of its 25 CCC beds
from Milton District Hospital and two
full-time and two part-time registered
practical nurses in that department, said
Allan Halls, the COO of Milton District
Hospital.

CUPE has been notified of the bed
reduction and the hospital will sit down
with the union to identify opportunities to
redeploy or reassign the nurses to other
vacancies within the corporation, he add-
ed.

Halls said HHS will also eliminate five
CCC beds at Oakville-Trafalgar Memo-
rial Hospital, which had 21 CCC beds in
2008/09, according to the corporation’s
website.

HHS will also cut eight acute care beds
at Oakville-Trafalgar, said Halls. The hos-
pital had 262 acute care beds in 2008/09,
according to HHS's website.

Across the three sites at HHS, the re-
ductions in beds will save HHS $1.3 mil-
lion on an annual basis, said Halls.

“Ultimately the bed reductions will as-
sist in the hospital corporation’s efforts
to get to a balanced budget,” Halls ex-
plained.

CCC beds accommodate sicker patients
often suffering from chronic conditions
who are in hospital for many months at
a time, even until death. Acute care beds,
on the other hand, are used for obstetrics,
intensive care unit, and general medical/
surgical patients who are typically in hos-
pital less than a week.

Halls said the reduced usage of the
CCC beds is due to the efforts of the Mis-
sissauga-Halton Local Health Integration
Network (LHIN), the provincial agency
that co-ordinates hospital and community
health services in the southwestern GTA,

Halton Healthcare Services 2008/09
figures for Georgetown Hospital
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AdMISSIONS. ..o 19
Patient Days.......ccccooevviieiiiiiinn, 6,696
Acute Care Beds..........ooovvvvviiiinn 33
AdMISSIONS. ... 3,243
Patient Days......ccccoeeeeeiieiiienenn. 11,524

to reduce the amount of “appropriate/
alternative level of care” (ALC) patients
staying in hospital beds. ALC generally
describes older patients suffering from
chronic conditions or dying.

The goal is to find alternative health

services that can accommodate them in- |

cluding Home First— services brought to
the home— as well as palliative care initia-
tives, convalescent and restore programs,
and working with the Mississauga-Halton
Community Care Access Centre to let
these patients access available long-term
care beds, said Halls.

“The key is to make sure those alterna-
tives are out there,” he said.

At its March 25 board meeting in
Oakville, LHIN CEO Bill MacLeod out-
lined to the board of directors the agen-
cy'’s recommended 2010-11 plan for Ag-
ing at Home investments to decrease
the amount of days in hospital spent by
ALC patients and manage at risk seniors
in their homes. MacLeod’s memo to the
board said the LHIN has sent the plan
to the Province’s Ministry of Health and
Long-Term Care for review, with an an-
swer expected next month.

By law, hospitals such as HHS must
present the Province with a balanced bud-
get.

“You're told what you can spend (by
the Province), your community tells what
it needs and your hands are tied to how to
meet it (the need),” said Milton council-
lor Cindy Lunau, the Town’s representa-
tive on HHS'’s board of directors. “So it’s
tough.”

The board of directors of HHS next
meet publicly Thursday, April 8 at 3 p.m.
at Oakville-Trafalgar Memorial Hospital,
Lawson Building boardroom, according
to Lunau.
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Heritage Decks specializes in the design and construction of custom cedar decks and built-in spas.
(2 \’@Every Heritage deck is meticulously constructed with top quality material and totally original design.
Call for a free cheerful estimate. Ask about our lifetime warranty! 'Shop Local'
_ See customer testimonials and pictures at www. heritagedecks.com
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Bring in this coupon and we will perform a diagnostic
scan of all fuel related sensors, check vehicle spark
plugs and all tune up related parts. '
YOU ALSO RECEIVE:  Up to 5 litres of oil
¢ New oil filter » Check and top up all fluids including \
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Any Make - Any Size

FREE INSTALL

with oil change special when on rims

7 20 Armstrong Ave., Gieorgetown (near Mountainview Rd.N) ¢ Wﬁ%ﬂz;

email: tservice@on.aibn.com
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AUTOMOTIVE SALES & SERVICE

SPRING IS HERE J

To put everyone in a great mood we’re going to:

Change Your Snow Tires on Rims FREE!

1 Jug of Windshield Washer Fluid FREE!

1 Georgetown South Petro Canada Car Wash FREE!
Check AllYour Brakes and Steering FREE!

Change Your Oil & Filter
& Check All Levels

°34.95 .

e-mail: hassellsauto@bellnet.ca
www.hassellautomotive.com

PLUS!
ATICKET TO WIN A
SAMSUNG
VIDEO CAMERA!
DRAW TAKES

PLACE MARCH 26™
(Approx. value *300)

CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT!
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