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Larix laricina

Redbud

spring as it is partly evergreen but is damaged by snow. The flowers will rise and
open, often when there is still snow and the new foliage appears as the flowers
fade.

Spring is not just a celebration of green, there are yellows, too. Not the harsh,
brassy yellows of the summer and fall, but the ‘buttered popcorn’ type. One of my
favourites is the newly opening buds of Cornus mas or Cornelian cherry. Highly
recommended by Jim Lounsberry of Vineland Nursery on one of those long gone
HGTV garden shows, this plant looks very unlike the other dogwoods. The stiff
branches are covered with soft yellow flowers bursting forth.

In some ways it reminds me of Forsythia, that signal of spring yellow. | wonder
if designers actually call that colour forsythia’? This spring shrub does absolutely
nothing for me in the summer with its ungainly shape and plain green leaves. But,
oh the glory, when it blooms in spring. It is a reminder of childhood and therefore
will always have a spot in my garden.

The new growth on Larix laricina (Tamarack, Eastern larch) displays two wonder-
ful spring shades— ‘minty green’ and ‘rosy cheeks'.

Am | amusing you yet? Back on topic.

This deciduous conifer is one of a handful of evergreens that drop their foliage for
the winter. This unusual trait gives us the wondrous arrival of the emerging foliage
each spring adjacent to the female cones. This is a special tree in every season
and as a native to Ontario can be readily grown here as long as the soil is not too
dry. It becomes a very large tree so take care if you add one to your yard.

‘Rosy cheeks’ almost covers the colour of our native redbud but | am sure the
designers would take exception and say “no, it is closer to ‘prom-night pink™. Suf-
fice it to say that the pink flowers coming straight out of the grayish brown bark is
just plain weird.

The very first time that | saw the tree, Cercis canadensis, in flower it was a
branch in a flower show and | thought the entry was a fake. Fake like the dried
straw flowers that are glued on a cactus.

The redbud will stop you in your tracks with its simple beauty. My friend Jennifer
from Milton lusted after the cultivar ‘Forest Pansy’ for years so | looked it up in Lost
Horizon’s catalogue (my favourite nursery in Acton).

Larry Davidson, owner, describes it thus: “One of the most exquisite small trees.
The sun shining through the large, heart shaped, handsome, plum red leaves is
nothing short of beguiling.” Ha! He uses designer-speak, too!

Persicaria japonica ‘Variegata’, yes, a Japanese knotweed, is a whole other
designer colour. This variegated form is
not aggressive and grows nicely in a part
shade location. The colour as it emerges

ring a bell?

Finally, I'll go back to green, the many
shades of green from ‘minty froth’ to
‘green with envy’ found in the leaves of
variegated Solomon’s seal, Polygonatum
multiflorum ‘Variegatum’.

This woodlander takes a little time to
establish, but is certainly worth the wait.
The lovely arching stems gives it a grace-
ful look and its other trick, it emerges a
designer perfect ‘princess pink’.

Persicaria japonica
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in the spring, well, does ‘baby’s butt beige’
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Your
place to...

host your next special event!

Whether you are planning a family
celebration, fundraiser, bridal shower,
business function or training session,
the Town of Halton Hills has the space

to suit the occasion!

Save travel time and expense by selecting
one of our conveniently located venues.
Town of Halton Hills offers a number of
unique facilities, each with a wide array
of features and services, guaranteed

to make your event a great success!
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View facility information -—=
and availability online at: - y
haltonhills.ca/facilities (AR~ AT
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Qutstanding Service, Outstanding Results

COUNTRY PARADISE ON 7 ACRES NORTH OF ERIN

SN Fabulous property with
~Yunique and wonderful
~7Jhome with great views
= from every room! Perfect
~—| for a home business with
| sep. entrance to office/mas-
~|ter bdrm suite. 3 other

bdrms, 2 and 1/2 baths, two
great rooms, one with gas
FP, one with woodstove.
| Cathedral or vaulted ceil-
™ ings throughout. 3 car
| garage and workshop.
| Don't miss out! At
~ 1 $579,900 this won't last.

Johnson

Sales
Representative

Fabulous English
Charm...Log and stone
home with high ceilings,
floor to ceiling stone fire-
places, pine plank floor-
W ing, updated baths and
kitchen. Great views from

everywhere...over  the
apple trees, the pond and

1 888 ', . : " | the woods. Insulated
- i e - 4| workshop too. Listed to
= : | sell at $799,900.

877-4165
PEKFIIMIIIGE
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For a private view 1ng of any of these properties call Jill Johnson at
905-877-5165. To preview visit the virtual tours at www. Jilljohnson.ca

Serving Halton, Wellington and Caledon

SIDEROADS HALTON HILLS

Flexible, Affordable Fumi®

No Appointments Experience
or Atistic Ability Required!
Flat, per-item studio fees and One on One

Paint Your Own Poh‘ery

instruction means you can create at your own pace.

905-877-2224

Welcowe to o locattion]

What's New..: |

Just in time ,
. Alarger, more comfortable Studio Space!
for S pring A separate room for "Quiet Time" or a private gathering!
L. Lots of free parking! (at front and rear of studio)
pa | ntl n g fu n ! New Spring Hours: Mon. CLOSED, Tues. - Fri.1-9 pm,
Sat.10- 6 pm, Sun. Noon -5 pm
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