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GEORGETOWN TOYOTAGEORGETOWN TOYOTA 15 MOUNTAINVIEW RD. N., GEORGETOWN  

 905-877-2296  
WEBSITE at www.georgetowntoyota.com

¥Limited time purchase fi nancing offer provided through Toyota Financial Services on approved credit on new retail sales of qualifying models. Representative fi nance example based upon $19,000 fi nanced at 0% APR equals $395.83 per month for 48 months. $0 down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. 
Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $19,000, includes freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air condition tax, where applicable). GST/PST, licensing, registration, insurance and TFFC are extra. Dealer may sell for less. Offer valid until March 31, 2010. See your participating Toyota dealer for details.
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Bodnar also coached hockey 
at the juvenile level for two years 
while still serving on other volun-
teer community organizations.

In 1998 he was recruited by the 
Bennett Centre to develop a long-
term plan for the lands owned by 
the Bennett Centre. The goal was 
to provide an adult residential 
community offering a continuum 
of care ranging from total inde-
pendence through to supportive 
housing. He was formally elected 
to the board of directors of the 
Bennett Centre in 1999 and be-
came chairman of the land use 
committee to consider use of the 
property.

Research indicated that seniors 
in Georgetown required accom-
modations where they could live 
independently and the Life Lease 
concept— a new concept for 
Georgetown— was introduced.

Since 2000 Bodnar has devoted 
much of his time to bring the con-
cept to completion, obtaining all 
of the necessary approvals.

Bodnar said the real challenge 
was the Bennett Centre didn’t have 
any staff members with experi-
ence in developing such a project, 

so much of the work fell on the 
shoulders of the volunteers.

“It was by no means a one-man 
show,” stressed Bodnar.

He said the “get it done com-
mittee” that met weekly with the 
contractor for the project consist-
ed of Linda Dawson, Bob Austin, 
Paul Skinner and himself.

“We were pretty well it, charged 
with making all the decisions,” 
said Bodnar.

Construction of the Gallery be-
gan in 2007 and early last year the 
fi rst residents moved in. 

Bodnar said there were sev-

eral challenges, including having 
trades not want to work on the 
fringes of the GTA, unprecedented 
demand for building trades during 
the construction period, lining up 
the fi nancing for the project and 
defi ciencies in construction.

“With the patience of the pur-
chasers we have been able to get 
through most of it,” said Bodnar.

“I’m so thankful for the people 
I had with me and support of the 
board chairs,” he added.

The Gallery is only part of the 
plan. Bodnar and the other dedi-
cated committee members are 
currently planning the next build-
ing that will provide living accom-
modations for seniors who require 
a higher level of care.

“Ernie has worked non-stop on 
this project for 12 years, all as a 
dedicated volunteer. His extensive 
professional background has ben-
efi ted the community immensely, 
and this project caps over 50 years 
of helping the citizens of George-
town,” said Penrice.

The Lions Club will honour 
Bodnar at an awards dinner 
March 30 at Georgetown Lions 
Hall. Tickets can be purchased at 
Carpet Barn or by calling Penrice 
at 905-873-8469.

Georgetown’s Citizen of the Year, Er-
nie Bodnar, poses with the model of 
The Gallery at Bennett Village that is 
on display in the Georgetown Market 
Place.

Photo by Ted Brown

Bodnar ‘thankful’ for support
Continued from pg. 1

Adam Jamrok, 4, and sister Julia, 5, of George-
town were tearing it up on Main Street Saturday 
as scooters, bicycles and Rollerblades were brought 
out of the closet as balmy temperatures blanketed 
southern Ontario.              

Photo by Calvin Dyke

Cruisin’ weather
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